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HOW CITY COLLEGE 
FINANCED MISSION 
DISTRICT CONDOS 


SPINOEFES WED 
LIKE TO SEE 


BY Sherilyn Connetty 





A farmhouse 
in wine barrels 
with an abundance of 
hand-zested oranges. 
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STOP DROP OR ROLL? 


As the rest of the country 
questions hoverboards’ safety, 
San Francisco is unsure how the 
devices fit into traffic. 

By Jeremy Lybarger 
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FROM A SCHOOL TO 
CONDOS, WITH PUBLIC 
ASSISTANCE 


How a friend of Gavin Newsom 
received aloan from City 
College to buy an historic 
property — and then flipped it 
for pricey condos. 

By Chris Roberts 
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LETTERS 


EVERYTHING'S BETTER 
WITH WEED... 


Epistoned VII: Yeah, but have you seen 
the stoner parody OUR WARS? (“The 
Farce Awakens: The Origins of Hardware 
Wars,” Bob Calhoun, 12/17/15). Darth 
Gary's Imperial Grow Room? O-town 
shout outs, beach vibes, it’s a classic: “It 
is a dark time for the Loadies. Harsh 
marijuana regulations and bullshit 3 
Strikes laws have burners in a state of 
panic. Join Luke Perry anda ragtag band 
of stoner Rebels, led by Princess Leia, as 
they seek to overthrow the sinister Fed- 
eral Drug War and provide inexpensive, 
high-quality chronic to the entire re- 
gion...” LoadMeOneKenobi 


BUT NOT THIS WEED 


No Love For Sean Parker: The Adult 
Use of Marijuana Act leaves all the exist- 
ing cannabis criminal laws on the books, 
it just carves out a few exceptions for the 
chosen few admitted into the new oli- 
gopoly and those who posses under an 
ounce (as long as it isn’t in their car) 
(“Fear and Shouting at the Emerald Cup,” 
Chris Roberts, 12/17/15). This is not le- 
galization. The polls show the public fa- 
vors legalization of cannabis, not just a 
little bit of cannabis left in your home. It 


“It is too easy to end up responding to lunatics. It’s a nightmare scenario.” 


is time the policy wonks stopped listen- 
ing to, and trying to appease, all the an- 
ti-cannabis camps and truly legalized it. 
Mendo Bruce 


ONE-STAR COMMENT 


And yet we continue to crawl: Wel- 
come to the dark side of the world wide 


web. (“Yelper Who Left One Star Review 
Harassed By Stalker, Who Is Also 
Stalking Business,” Ali Wunderman, The 
Snitch, 12/18/2015). It is too easy to 
post a review when the person has never 
used the company for service. It is too 
easy to end up responding to lunatics. 
It's a nightmare scenario: if the service is 
truly wretched — from a plumber? IM- 


Photo of the week from SFWEEKLY SLIDESHOW: 





. 
Gil Riego Jr. 


Taking Back Tuesday @ Rickshaw Stop 


POSSIBLE! — and you write an accurate 
review of bad service — well, look out for 
possible litigation from the company. In 
the end, the world wide web seems barely 
worth the effort. steven_torrey 


THE HEAVY METAL WE 
BREATHE 


BART dust is special dust: I useda 
magnet in the bike station. (“The Black 
Dust You Breathe on BART,” Julia Carrie 
Wong, 12/17/15.) Most of the dust was 
picked up by the magnet. pdehaan 


KILLER GROOMERS 


Doggie Death Care: On Aug. 13, 
2015, I dropped off our beloved Sparky at 
Darlene’s Pet Salon in Lake Isabella, Calif. 
(“This Woman Wants to Regulate Califor- 
nia’s Risky Pet Grooming Industry,” Jer- 
emy Lybarger, 12/17/15.) Two hours 
later, I picked up his lifeless body from her 
shop. She told me he hada heart attack 
and dropped dead. She held me in her 
arms and said, “Honey, this would have 
happened even if he was home.” Knowing 
Sparky was in good health, I ordered a 


STEVEN_TORREY 


necropsy. The result showed Sparky had 
died of asphyxia. The groomer kept deny- 
ing her crime until she faced the local CBS 
channel. She then confessed that Sparky 
was left alone on grooming table, had 
jumped and hanged himself. Holly Clark 


POLICE TACTICS MATTER 


Der Tasergang: The SFPD does not 
need another weapon, (“Report: San Fran- 
cisco, Oakland Among Most Deadly Cities 
for Police Violence,’ Chris Roberts, The 
Snitch, 12/21/15) unless the public is pre- 
pared to watch five of them electrocute a 
man instead of shoot him. kathieyount 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market Street, Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: 415-777-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 
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Stop, Drop, or Roll? 





As the rest of the country questions hoverboards’ safety, San Francisco is unsure how the devices fit into traffic. 


By Jeremy Lybarger 


Hoverboards are this holiday 
season's hottest gift — literally. A defect 
in the lithium ion batteries that power 
the self-balancing scooters has led to re- 
ports of the devices exploding. (On Dec. 
15, one caught fire inside an East Bay 
house.) Amazon has pulled some hover- 
boards from the company’s virtual 
shelves and urged customers in some 
markets to trash the unsafe product and 
collect a refund, while major airlines 
have banned the devices on planes. 

In New York City, police declared 
hoverboards illegal on streets and side- 
walks, with riders subject to a $200 
fine. But in San Francisco, the most 
troubling question isn’t if hoverboards 
are safe but whether they’re subject to 
the same rules of the road as bicycles, 
motorized skateboards, and other 
wheeled devices. Two recently passed 
laws — one state and one local — have 
stumped city officials. 

The state law is AB-604, written 
by Assemblywoman Kristin Olsen 
(R-Modesto) and signed into law by 
Gov. Jerry Brown in October. The bill 
requires riders of bicycles, motorized 
scooters, and “other mobility devic- 
es” to be 16 or older, wear a helmet, 
and stick to bike paths. However, the 
bill adds a wrinkle by allowing local 
agencies to adopt their own regulatory 
ordinances. 

That’s what San Francisco did Dec. 
15 when the Board of Supervisors le- 
galized the controversial “Idaho stop,” 
in which bicyclists may roll through 


stop signs without coming to a com- 
plete halt. (Mayor Ed Lee has vowed 
a veto.) 

Asked if the Idaho stop also applies 
to hoverboards, the bill’s sponsor, 
Supervisor John Avalos, declined to 
comment. 

“T really have no idea,” said Supervi- 
sor Eric Mar, who supported the bill. 

Supervisor Mark Farrell (also a sup- 
porter) was unavailable to comment, 
although a spokesman from his of- 
fice wrote, “I don’t believe [the Idaho 
stop] would apply [to hoverboards] 

— the ordinance specifically referenc- 
es bicycles.” 

The San Francisco Munici- 
pal Transportation Agency, 
tasked with regulating 
traffic, wasn't able to clarify 
matters either. 

“T don’t have any- 
thing to say,’ an SFMTA 
spokesman said. “I’m 
not being cagey, it’s 
just that hoverboards 
aren't vehicles, so it’d 
be the cops who'd 
care. [here are no 
real vehicle regu- 
lations associated 
with hoverboards.” 

When Cmdr. 
Ann Mannix, the San 
Francisco Police De- 
partment’s traffic 
chief, was asked 
if hoverboard 
riders would be 
penalized if they 






7 
4] 


cruised through a stop sign, she said, 
“Depending on how egregious the vi- 
olation, death or serious bodily injury 
may be the ‘penalty’ if the rider passes 
through and strikes, or is struck by, a 
car or strikes a pedestrian.” 
So does the Idaho stop apply to 
hoverboards? Mannix couldn't say, 
noting that “further research is 
required.” 
The San Fran- 
: cisco Bicycle 
Coalition, which 
supports the Ida- 
ho stop, said that 
whatever the law, 


i 


hoverboards 


should be low-priority for the SFPD. 
The behaviors that account for the ma- 
jority of traffic deaths and injuries are 
when speeding cars run stop signs or 
red lights, fail to yield the right of way, 
or violate turn restrictions, they claim. 

“Those should be the SFPD’s top 
traffic enforcement policies, as they’ve 
promised and failed to deliver on for 
too long,” coalition spokesman Chris 
Cassidy said. 



















Fred Noland 











Mission: Rent 
Control 


Can Aaron Peskin sweet 
talk developers into rent- 
controlling their own units? 


By Adam Brinklow 


Restricted to multi-unit build- 
ings built before 1979 and limited by 
state law, rent control is a non-renew- 
able resource in San Francisco. 

That means rent-controlled hous- 
ing stock is lost, not made. But new- 
ly seated Supervisor Aaron Peskin 
is exploring a plan to expand rent 
control to new construction — he 
just needs to find a way to do it that 
doesn't violate state law or piss off 


too many people. 

The idea hinges on a narrow ex- 
ception in state law. Under the state 
Costa-Hawkins Act, the city may 
not impose rent control on housing 
units built after 1995. (The city’s 
own rent control law is less ambi- 
tious, applying only to multi-unit 
rentals built before June 1979.) 

However, a property owner may 
agree to have new units subjected to 
rent control via a contractual agree- 
ment, either as bargaining leverage 
or simply out of pure kindness. (You 
can guess which is the more likely.) 

So, what if the city offered incen- 
tives to developers — extra floors 
and units above height limits — if 
they agree to rent control for some 
of those new units? 

“We're upzoning massive chunks 
of the city,” Peskin says. “In cases 


where we're conferring a benefit, can 
we say, ‘Will you enter into this con- 
tractual agreement?” 

In theory, everyone wins: De- 
velopers get some sugar, housing 
advocates get rent-controlled stock, 
and at least a few renters get peace 
of mind. And Peskin himself pulls 
off the neat trick of doing a favor for 
landlords and tenants. 

Right now, the City Attorney is 
vetting the idea for legal problems. 
If the city’s lawyers give the scheme 
the legal green light, the real work 
begins. 

“We'll need input from the Ten- 
ants Union, the Apartment Associa- 
tion, everyone,” Peskin says. “I’m not 
a Pollyanna who thinks we'll all be 
rowing in the same direction.” 

Oars are already flying every 
which way. The politically influential 


Apartment Association is dead-set 
against rent control in any form. 
Housing activist Tommi Avicolli 
Mecca says the risk of a landlord 
lawsuit that could undo Peskin’s 
plan makes him “queasy.” 

Playing it down the middle, land- 
lord attorney Andrew Zacks thinks 
property owners could be swayed — 
if they were allowed to subject cer- 
tain units to rent control in lieu of 
existing affordable housing require- 
ments. That would, in turn, draw the 
ire of housing activists. 

However, “If [Peskin] can put 
it together, there are probably six 
votes for it [at the Board of Supervi- 
sors],” predicts Mecca. 

Zacks goes further: “If Peskin can 
build a consensus on this, he could 
be the next mayor.” 

But one step at a time. 
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The Phantom 
Menace 


Why did the Chronicle 
report that police Chief 
Greg Suhr was assaulted 
at City Hall? 


Wednesday, Dec. 9, was 
not Police Chief Greg Suhr’s eas- 
iest day on the job. 

Bayview residents and 
demonstrators, angry over the 
fatal police shooting of Mario 
Woods the week before, took 
over a meeting of the city’s 
Police Commission that night 
and spent hours calling for 
Suhr to be resign or be fired. 

And according to the city’s 
newspaper of record, things 
only escalated. On Suhr’s way 
out the door, the “police chief 
was kicked repeatedly from 
behind by demonstrators,” the 
San Francisco Chronicle’s Phil 
Matier and Andy Ross report- 
ed on Dec. 15. 

San Francisco is so out-of- 
control that the city’s police 
chief was assaulted in City 
Hall — and the assailants got 
off scot-free? 

If this true, there’s no re- 
cord of it. 

Neither the city’s Sheriff’s 
Department, which guards 
City Hall, nor the police de- 
partment have any record 
of an assault on the chief 
or against anyone else that 
night. This has led some in the 
police department to question 
whether this “kicking” actual- 
ly happened. 

Assault on a peace officer 
is a serious felony in Cali- 
fornia — a man convicted of 
shoving a cop during a scrum 
in an Oakland protest in 2012 
received five years’ probation 
— and it defies logic how an 
affront as brazen as a kick on 
the city’s top cop could both 
go unnoticed for several days 
and ultimately go unpunished. 

It’s not clear who Matier 
and Ross’s source for the al- 
leged kicking was; Matier and 
Ross didn’t respond to a query 
from SF Weekly for clarifica- 
tion. But threats on Suhr’s 
safety have been taken seri- 
ously enough for the SFPD to 
station cops outside his house 
for protection. After that, plus 
the uproar (and attendant 
lawsuit) over Woods’s death, 

a boot in the rear — especial- 
ly a fabricated one — is the 
least of his concerns. Chris 
Roberts 
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SF CAN'T MEET THE DEMAND FOR MEDICAL MARIJUANA. WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF WE LEGALIZE? 


Ed Lee’s Weed 
Monopoly 


San Francisco is the city that 
does not know how to deal with cannabis. 

The city has 22 permitted medical 
marijuana dispensaries, spread un- 
evenly throughout town, although 
mostly in SoMa and the Mission. 

They are not the most popular spots 
in some neighborhoods. ‘The large black 
and brown men working security and 
the constant traffic of customers rattle 
leery homeowners, who then squawk 
to City Hall about crime, blight, and 
an “unsavory element.” (The first two, 
at least, are not supported by data; the 
third is purely subjective). 

This situation is at least partially 
the city’s fault. By attempting to 
discourage the marijuana industry’s 
constant and inevitable growth — by 
every telling, cannabis sales have done 
nothing but steadily grow for the past 
few years — Mayor Ed Lee and other 
forces in city government have done 
nothing but create long lines at exist- 
ing pot clubs and encourage monop- 
olies. And they’ve quite possibly en- 
riched those lucky enough to currently 
have a permit to sell weed. 

And it could get worse. On Dec. 


17, the Planning Commission voted 
down a proposed Fisherman’s Wharf 
dispensary, even though it met all of 
the city’s zoning requirements and 
Planning staff had recommended it for 
approval. At least one commissioner 
voiced support for slapping a morato- 
rium on all future dispensaries until 
the city “has a plan in action.” That 
would be bad news for the dozen or 
more proposed dispensaries who filed 
applications to open within the last 
six weeks — but great news for the 22 
already in business, who will be guar- 
anteed more customers. 

For years, medical marijuana has 
been a political third rail in San Fran- 
cisco. The city has done very little on 
the issue since 2005, when then-Su- 
pervisor Ross Mirkarimi authored the 
city’s Medical Cannabis Act. That law 
opened up only a small part of the 
city to dispensaries 
(the so-called “Green 
Zone’). Since then, 
with no exceptions, 
all cannabis-related 
laws have closed off 
additional areas of the 
city to legal marijuana 
storefronts. Thus, the 
most-common neigh- 
borhood complaints 
about weed clubs — 
they create too much 
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LETTERS 


traffic, they’re too busy, they’re too 
close to one another — are a direct re- 
sult of the city’s refusal to regulate can- 
nabis sensibly and comprehensibly. 

In 2016, with legalization a real 
possibility, the city may finally take a 
different tack. Under legislation au- 
thored by Supervisor Scott Wiener, the 
city has set up and seated a “legaliza- 
tion task force.” 

A collection of cannabis industry 
owners, workers, lawyers, and city and 
school district officials, the task force’s 
mission is to grapple with the possibil- 
ity of legal, recreational cannabis — if 
legalization is approved by California 
voters this fall. 

“It’s a good start,” said Erich Pear- 
son, the founder of SPARC in South 
of Market, one of the city’s largest 
and best-known dispensaries, and a 
task force member. “There’s an 
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immediate need to create access for 
everyday people.” 

In San Francisco, the city’s bigger 
dispensaries sell about $12 million to 
$15 million worth of marijuana every 
year, according to industry sources 
and documents shared with investors. 
With 22 dispensaries in San Francisco, 
legal cannabis sales in San Francisco 
could exceed $100 million a year. 

But what about the black market? 
How many more illicit sales are there 
— be they on street corners, bed- 
rooms, or via renegade deliveries? No 
hard data on this exists, but looking at 
the rapid expansion of sales in states 
that legalized cannabis for adults 21 
and over, it could be two to three times 
as much. (To think that these people 
are not buying marijuana right now is 
naive; they’re either patronizing the 

black market or patronizing 
their medical marijuana 
recommendation-holding 
friends.) 

Existing cannabis busi- 
nessmen like Pearson are 
directly aided by restrictive 
zoning and by anti-canna- 
bis policy-makers — but 
even he believes that more 
dispensaries, not fewer, is 
what the city needs. 

“We're going to havea 
lot more cannabis users,” 


Pearson told me recently. “We're going 
to need to spread it out.” 

That may happen — if the legaliza- 
tion task force has an opportunity to 
confront medical marijuana, not just 
suggest rules for a potential legal fu- 
ture. Whether the Lee administration 
will entertain this notion, or if it will 
listen to the task force at all — a past 
Medical Cannabis Task Force’s annual 
report went ignored — is unclear. 
Wiener did not respond to requests for 
comment on that point. 

If it is ignored, there’s one easy 
place for marijuana to go: east. 

In Oakland, available real estate is 
both cheaper and more abundant (for 
now). And in Oakland, city leaders are 
talking about expanding the number 
of cannabis dispensary permits and 
generally making things easier for one 
of California’s few sustained growth in- 
dustries. (Because, after tech and real 
estate, what else is there?) 

“Oakland,” one industry insider told 
me recently, “is going to be the canna- 
bis capital of Northern California.” If 
it is, it wouldn’t be the first time San 
Francisco let something good escape 
across the Bay. Meanwhile, the harder 
the city pushes back on cannabis, the 
better it will be for those already in 
business — including the black market. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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Ci REAL ESTATE 


From a School to Condos, 





With Public Assistance 


How a friend of Gavin Newsom received a loan from City College to buy an historic 
property — and then flipped it for an unknown profit. 


By Chris Roberts 


At night, the heart of the “Mis- 
sion Miracle Mile” between 21st and 
22nd streets is awash in green light. The 
marquee of the New Mission Theater, re- 
christened as a location of national brew- 
and-movie chain Alamo Drafthouse, 
which reopened on Dec. 17 for sold-out 
screenings of Star Wars: The Force Awak- 
ens, is lit up for the first time since 1993. 

As if written to script, the New Mis- 
sion’s surroundings are a perfect micro- 
cosm of the new Mission District. In- 
stead of furniture stores, cheap burrito 
joints and corner bodegas, there are hip 
bars and restaurants — Foreign Cinema 
and El Techo de Lolinda, the former 
location of mid-2000s rooftop hotspot 
Medjool — and a medical cannabis 
dispensary. Next door to the theater is 
Vida, where there are 114 brand-new 
market-rate condominiums (which were 
priced at $644,000 to $1.8 million and 
sold out, mostly to tech buyers, well be- 
fore the movie house’s opening night). 

The extra housing is welcome and 
sorely needed in the Mission, a cor- 
ridor for the Bay Area’s billion-dollar 
tech firms’ infamous shuttles and one 
of America’s hottest neighborhoods for 
real estate, which added only 75 units 
of housing in all of 2014, according to 
the Planning Department. 

But it wasn’t supposed to be this 
way. For a time, those condos were 
supposed to be a part of City College’s 
planned expansion — and, later, af- 
fordable housing. 

Instead, the once-public property 
was flipped to the condo’s eventual 
developer after the former owner, a 
well-known restaurateur with politi- 
cal connections, whose purchase was 
partially financed with public money, 
stiffed his creditors. 


City College purchased the theater 
and the land where the condos now sit in 
1998. Then in a period of expansion un- 
der former Chancellor Philip R. Day — 
who in 2011 pleaded guilty to three 
felonies for diverting college money to 
political campaigns — the school in- 
tended to transform the empty theater 
and the adjacent Giant Value thrift store 
into the school’s Mission campus. 

After a combination of neighbor- 
hood disdain and a classic NIMBY 
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move — movie-house buffs had the 
New Mission property listed as an his- 
toric resource, with the caveat that it 
must remain a theater — felled plans 
for classrooms, the school put the 
property for sale. 

In December 2003, three buyers 
put in bids, including a $4.7 million 
bid from developer firm Cullinane and 
Long, and a $3.3 million bid from an 
assisted-living facility. 

But the winner was a $4.5 million 
offer from restaurant owner and then- 
Small Business Commissioner Gus Mu- 
rad, a friend and political donor of for- 
mer Mayor Gavin Newsom who already 
owned a building on the block — the 
five-story structure that housed Med- 
jool, well-known as a hangout for city 
planning officials and political types 
(and that had somehow been able to 
build its rooftop deck higher than city 
zoning code allowed). 

For some reason, Murad’s bid also 
including financing from City College 
— a tool known in real estate as “seller 
financing” (but one almost never used 
by public sellers). The school agreed to 
act as junior lender and finance $1.8 
million worth of the purchase in 2005, 
according to property records. 

The public investment did not end 
there. Workers hired by City College 
also performed at least two improve- 
ments on the property, in 2007 and in 
2009, according to records. 

Five years after his purchase, how- 
ever — after the real estate market had 
crashed during the Great Recession 
— Murad had not paid a dime. Records 
show that the City College loan was in 
default and, with interest, Murad owed 
$2 million to CCSE 

By then, Murad had announced 
plans to turn the site into affordable 
housing, but begged for more time to 
put the financing together. (City Hall 
insiders today question if there were 
ever serious plans to build affordable 
housing). 

After more than a year of prom- 
ises that a deal to do just that was in 
the works — and after pressure on 
trustees from political players close 
to Newsom — City College trustees 
were persuaded in 2010 to delay fore- 
closure proceedings long enough for 
Murad to resell the property in 2011, 
after the market had recovered — to 


condo developer Oyster Development 
“for at least $10 million,” The Wall 
Street Journal reported. 

This unorthodox arrangement 
— seller financing, in the Mission 
District, from a public entity kind 
enough to wait until a market recov- 
ery — sounds odd today. Odder still is 
that Murad scored his public loan with 
almost no public scrutiny. 

“The Board, even while I was there 
until January 2009, was not informed 
about the financing arrangements with 
Gus Murad,” said former CCSF trustee 
Rodel Rodis, one of the four trustees 
who voted in favor of Murad’s bid 
(which won by a single vote). “I do not 
recall a single Board meeting where 
this topic was ever on the agenda.” 

It’s unclear how much cash — if any 
— Murad walked away with after the 
deal, or how much weight his political 
connections had in securing financing 
from City College. 

A request for comment sent via 
email through Murad’s longtime 
spokesman, P.J. Johnston — who 
served former mayor Willie Brown as 
well as current Mayor Ed Lee as press 
secretary — was not returned. 

Jeff Hamilton, a spokesman for City 
College, told SF Weekly last week the 
school would not be able to comment 
in time for press deadline. 

None of the real estate experts or 
affordable housing activists contacted 
by SF Weekly could think of a similar 
deal, in which a public entity assists a 
private developer in securing a sale. 

“T know we look at [seller financ- 
ing] if it’s a private seller to a public 
potential purchaser,” said one Mission 
District affordable housing developer, 
speaking on background, “but from a 
public entity to a private purchaser? 
That’s definitely a total shift of the 
parameters.” 

Other bidders on the property were 
shocked to hear that seller financing 
was an option. 

“That’s only something you do when 
the property has issues. This property 
didn’t have any issues,” says Nader 
Shabahangi, CEO of assisted-living 
company AgeSong, who put in the 
$3.3 million bid for the property that 
was not accepted — and who was also 
not aware of the City College-provided 
financing. 
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“We had investors, and we were go- 
ing to get a real [private loan],” he said. 
“This is totally underhanded.” 

“T don’t know how he [Murad] could 
get the property,’ said Supervisor Da- 
vid Campos, who represented the area 
in 2010, as now. “The idea that City 
College, an institution that is more 
cash-strapped than the city, could 
essentially subsidize someone's real es- 
tate investment is crazy. It just doesn’t 
make any sense. It strikes me as a gift 
of public funds.” 

Which, in fairness, City College was 
known for at the time. 


“It was one of several funny real es- 
tate deals,” says John Rizzo, a City Col- 
lege trustee first elected to the board in 
2006. “It was a very odd deal among 
many odd deals Philip Day did.” 

Before Day, then CCSF’s Chancellor, 
was indicted and pleaded guilty to fun- 
neling City College money to political 
campaigns — that, in fairness, bene- 
fited City College — he purchased land 
in North Beach as well as the Mission 
District to build new campuses. The 
North Beach sale was also a little odd: 
It included buying a small strip of land 
that, at Day’s request, was re-assessed 
at a higher value, apparently to benefit 
to the seller, observers recall. 

Day could not be located for com- 
ment. Rizzo recalled that delaying the 





Luke Thomas 





Mike Koozmin 


Top, Gus Murad (left) with then- 
Mayor Gavin Newsom at Medjool. 
Bottom, the New Mission today, 
with Vida next door. 


foreclosure on City College’s loan to 
Murad was seen as the college’s best 
move, fiscally. “We did that because 
we were attempting to collect” from 
Murad, he said recently. “We wanted to 
get our money back. It was get a deal 
together or get nothing.” 

“It was dumb,” Rizzo said of the New 
Mission real estate deal. “A bad move.” 


On a recent Monday evening, just 
before the theater reopened, a line of 
well-dressed men and women in business 
wear lined up outside Lolinda, the bar in 
the bottom floor of Murad’s building. To- 
day, the building is home to one of the 
most unique land-use combinations in 
San Francisco: bars upstairs and down- 
stairs, a medical cannabis dispensary 
owned by Murad in the ground floor, and 
above in a former hostel, federally subsi- 
dized housing for former veterans. 

Later that night, Murad was seen 
outside the building in a dark suit and 
no tie, smiling at guests as they en- 
tered and exited the restaurant. After 
all, it is the holidays, and in the new 
Mission, there is much to celebrate. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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THE SEAR’S BEST MOVIES AND SPINOFES WE’D LIKE 10 SEE 


THE SEAR’S BEST MOVIES AND 
SPINOEFES WE'D LIKE 10 SEE 


For the last quarter-century, “2015 in cin- 
ema’ meant comical comparisons with Back to the Future 
Part I?'s hoverboards and Jaws holograms. Now that the 
year is largely behind us, 2015 looks almost like one long, 
snowballing series of The Force Awakens trailers, culminat- 
ing in the release of the highest-grossing movie of all time, 











the GOP primary clown car, 2015 saw the release of 
a number of notable films in all genres. Be they the 
shot-on-an-iPhone exploits of transgender prosti- 
tutes in L.A., monster-truck battles in a post-apoca- 
lyptic wasteland, or sushi joints in Oakland, this year 
proved that Amazon Prime hasn’t displaced the big 








and the sourness of an internet riddled with spoilers. screen yet. 
Star Wars sucks the oxygen out of the room the And anyway, we got our damn hoverboards, too. 
way Donald Trump does — but unlike the rest of Peter Lawrence Kane 

















By S herilyn Cc onnelly ys since Rosanna Arquette in Crash. Or in 
Maps to 10. Maps to the Stars a film by anyone, really. 
According to the Motion Pic- the Stars David Cronenberg’s latest look at the 
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Movies 
of 2019 
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ture Association of America, 2014 
saw the release of 707 movies, and 
that doesn’t include the scrappy inde- 
pendent and foreign films that fly 
under their radar. The figures for 
2015 haven't been released yet, but 
however many new movies hit 
screens this year, we used science to 
determine that these 10 were the 
best of the bunch. 





decay of American culture expands 
from the laser-like focus of his 
previous movie, Cosmopolis (2012’s 
best film), to survey a range of horrible 
Hollywood citizens. Julianne Moore 
delivers a vanity-free performance as a 
high-maintenance actress, and bests 
her Oscar-winning turn in last year’s 
Still Alice in the process. Meanwhile, 
Mia Wasikowska’s role as the literally 
and emotionally scarred daughter of a 
dysfunctional celebrity family is the 
sexiest creation in a Cronenberg film 
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9. Heart of a Dog 

Laurie Anderson’s tribute to the passing 
of her pet rat terrier Lulubelle is less a 
documentary than a long-form personal 
essay in Anderson’s inimitable style, 
while also being one of her most accessi- 
ble works. The picture ties together 
subjects as disparate as the post-9/11 
surveillance state, the Tibetan Book of 
the Dead, apocalyptic premonitions, and 
the death of her husband, rock legend 
Lou Reed. The net result is like a master 
storyteller letting you peek »>pl2 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





aes 
. SEA’ 





WEDNESDAYS YOU COULD WIN A 
December 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 2016 CHEVY o> 







FOR A GUARANTEED PRIZE_45>CASH, FREE SLOT PLAY, 
¢ DINING & MORE! 


CALIFORNIA'S FINEST CASINO. 


FROM BAY TO PLAY IN 43 MINUTES. 
ROHNERT PARK @ 101 EXIT 484 


ad 1 O], ava Or -V—) 1 [O} 


288 Golf Course Drive West| Rohnert Park, CA P 707.588.7100 


fe AG GRATONRESORTCASINO.COM 


ACTUAL MAKES AND MODELS MAY VARY FROM THOSE SHOWN IN ADVERTISING. COMPLETE RULES AVAILABLE AT THE REWARDS CENTER. MUST BE 21 OR OLDER TO PARTICIPATE. MUST HAVE A GRATON REWARDS 
CARD AND VALID ID. MANAGEMENT RESERVES ALL RIGHTS. PLAY WITHIN YOUR LIMITS. IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A GAMBLING PROBLEM, CALL 1-800-GAMBLER FOR HELP. ©2015 GRATON RESORT & CASINO 





SFWEEKLY.COM LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS&CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC | DECEMBER 24-30,2015 | 11 





The 10 Best Movies of 2015 
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East Side Sushi 
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into her subconscious, and it’s so touch- 
ing and thought-provoking that you can 
almost forgive Lulubelle the sin of being 
a dog rather than a cat. 


8. East Side Sushi 


Anthony Lucero’s warm, locally sourced 
comedy about an Oakland native who 
wants to be a sushi chef deals with is- 
sues that certain upper-crust San Fran- 
ciscans are obsessed with — like what it 
means to be authentic. In this case, a 
Latina like Juana (Diane Elizabeth Tor- 
res) making sushi doesn’t qualify. 
(Worse, if it can’t be called “authentic,” 
that may mean the sushi isn’t even arti- 
sanal. Horrors!) The picture also func- 
tions as a charming, understated 
romance between Juana and her restau- 
rant’s head sushi chef Aka (Yutaka 
Takeuchi), while relentlessly teasing the 
viewer's salivary glands. 


7. Jauja 

The best film Andrei Tarkovsy never 
made, Lisandro Alonso’s stark puz- 
zle-box has the ambience and logic of a 
dream — although not a pleasant one. 
The film is set in 19th-century Argenti- 
na’s wide yet claustrophobic vistas, 
where military engineer Gunnar (Viggo 
Mortensen) finds himself far out of his 
depth. There have been many “human- 
ity vs. nature” films in recent years, but 
seldom has nature so clearly had the up- 
per hand, particularly when viewed 
through Alonso’s unmatted and thor- 
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oughly unsentimental lens, the rounded 
edges of the 1.33:1 frame adding to the 
you-are-there unease. What it all means 
is up to the viewer, and like nature itself, 
Jauja doesn’t care whether you can han- 
dle it or not. 


6. The Death of “Superman 
Lives": What Happened? 


In a year in which social media ran wild 
with speculation and occasional outrage 
about unseen movies, Jon Schnepp in- 
vestigates the truth about one of the 
most internet-famous unmade movies 
ever: Tim Burton’s Superman Lives, star- 
ring Nicolas Cage. This documentary 
was marketed toward the Comic-Con 
crowd, but it’s also essential viewing for 
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anyone interested in the gritty details 
of the filmmaking process. Copious 
amounts of preproduction material, as 
well as interviews with Burton and oth- 
ers, make acase that whatever else Su- 
perman Lives might have been, it 
wouldn't have been boring — and that’s 
more than you can say for most modern 
superhero films. 


5. The Diary of 
a Teenage Girl 


Based on Phoebe Gloeckner’s 2002 
graphic novel, Marielle Heller’s hybrid 
film is an exploration of the title charac- 
ter (Bel Powley) as she sets out to dis- 
cover her own sexuality in the 
mostly-anything-goes world of 1970s 





San Francisco — starting with her di- 
vorced mother’s boyfriend (Alexander 
Skarsgard). As much as American pop 
culture is hung up on straight men 
wanting to fuck teenage girls, Diary’s 
non-judgmental portrait of a not-tradi- 
tionally beautiful girl who fucks on her 
own terms without catering to the male 
gaze is downright subversive, and never 
less than joyous and empowering. 


4. Clouds of Sils Maria 


There are enough interesting ideas in 
writer-director Olivier Assayas’ script 
that it would have worked even if ac- 
tress Maria (Juliette Binoche) and her 
assistant Val (Kristen Stewart) just sat 
in aroom talking. But it’s also shot in 
lovely locations in the Swiss Alps, where 
a real-life cloud phenomenon known as 
the Maloja Snake adds particular reso- 
nance. The film ruminates on aging, 
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what it means for famous women in 
particular to age, and whether there can 
be as much truth in a silly sci-fi adven- 
ture as in as serious picture. (The an- 
swer might surprise you.) 


3. When Marnie Was There 


Hiromasa Yonebayashi's lovely picture 
is reportedly the last feature film from 
Japanese animation studio Studio 
Ghibli, and if so, it’s a wonderful way to 
exit. Self-loathing 12-year-old orphan 
Anna (Sara Takatsuki) discovers friend- 
ship for the first time with Marnie (Ka- 
sumi Arimura), who may bea ghost, a 
figment of Anna’s wounded psyche, or 
both. Though not personified like Riley 
in Inside Out, Anna’s darker emotions 
are on display to an extent all too rare 
for a family film. 


2. Inside Out 


Speaking of famous animation studios 
making movies about troubled tweens, 
some critics suggested that Pixar’s col- 
laborative nature somehow made Pete 
Docter and Ronnie Del Carmen’s alter- 
nately hilarious and heartbreaking pic- 
ture about the anthropomorphized 
emotions of a young girl named Riley 
(Kaitlyn Dias) to be platitudinous and in- 
sincere. It’s true that there are two other 
credited writers in addition to directors 
Docter and Del Carmen, but that ignores 
the fact that all movies are a collabora- 
tive effort. And while Riley’s old imagi- 
nary friend Bing Bong (Richard Kind) 
choosing to succumb to oblivion in the 
Memory Dump, so happiness avatar Joy 
(Amy Poehler) can escape, is often cited 
as the movie's three-hanky moment, 
there was no more heart-wrenching 
scene this year than the one preceding it: 
the tearful breakdown of Joy as she real- 
izes that she won't always be able to keep 
Riley happy. Few films have so perfectly 
captured the importance of catharsis, no 
matter how many people were involved 
behind the scenes. 


1. Kumiko, the 
Treasure Hunter 


Joel and Ethan Coen’s 1996 Fargo has 
inspired some of 2015’s best entertain- 
ment, such as the second season of 
Noah Hawley’s eponymous television 
series and, especially, this film by Na- 
than and David Zellner. Based on the 
debunked urban myth about a Japa- 
nese woman who died while looking for 
the money buried in the Coens’ Fargo, 
the Zellners and producer/star Rinko 
Kikuchi bring the story to bleak life as 
the emotionally broken Kumiko en- 
gages in a desperate search for some 
point to existence. We all know it’s 
probably not there, but like Kumiko, we 
never stop looking. 
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By Sherilyn Connelly 


In the 2014 Year in Film issue, I 
reflected on the internet’s anonymous 
anger toward those few critics who 
didn’t like The LEGO Movie. 2015’s 
most prominent backlash was of a re- 
verse type: a pervasive anger toward 
Jem and the Holograms long before it 
came out, and toward those few critics 
who didn’t get on the hate bandwagon. 
If a movie can be said to be bullied, 
then Jem and the Holograms never stood 
a chance. 

It’s healthy for adaptations to 
take surface elements of the original 
material and refashion them into 
something almost entirely new; two 
of the best television reboots of the 
past 15 years, Battlestar Galactica and 
My Little Pony: Friendship Is Magic, 

did just that. On the movie front, the 
2014 blockbusters Big Hero 6 (which 

I liked) and Guardians of the Galaxy 
(which I did not like) took a lot of 
liberties with their comic-book source 
material. In the case of Big Hero 6, the 
huggable, health-care robo-marsh- 
mallow Baymax was originally a battle 
robot that could change into a dragon 
(!), while the glorious location of San 
Fransokyo was created entirely for 
the movie. For that matter, ask any 
X-Men fan how faithful the movie 
version of Wolverine is to the comics. 

But when it became apparent that 
Jem was deviating from the 1980s 
television cartoon, the internet treat- 
ed it like a capital crime. The outcry 
started several months before the film 
was released: The story and characters 
were not exactly the same as they 
were in the series, fans complained, as 
though the 65 episodes which origi- 
nally aired from October 1985 to May 
1988 were an inviolable canon. 

It’s impossible to say how Jem and 
the Holograms would have fared had 
it been allowed to be taken on its 
own merits, but if the point of the 
backlash was to destroy its chances at 
the box office, then mission accom- 
plished: The film grossed less than 
$1.5 million over its opening week- 
end, and to date has made $2.1 mil- 
lion. That’s not good, but considering 
its budget was only $5 million, it’s 
nowhere near as much of a financial 
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disaster as Heaven’s Gate, Gigli, Cut- 
throat Island, or The Adventures of Plu- 
to Nash, to name a few. It was appar- 
ent nobody bought tickets to hate- 
watch the film, and the comments on 
the few middling-to-positive reviews 
the film received — including my 
lengthy Oct. 27 article “Jem and the 
Holograms Isn't Even Close to Being 
the Worst Film Ever Made” — tended 
to boil down to “I’ve already decid- 
ed this movie is going to suck, and 
anyone who suggests otherwise just 
because they actually watched it is 
dumb and wrong.” By comparison, I 
only saw The LEGO Movie once and 
consider it the most overpraised film 
of 2014, but I still saw it one more 
time than the vast majority of people 
who told me that Jem and the Holo- 
grams was horrible. 
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I was frequently informed on 
both social media and in the com- 
ments that since I was not a fan of 
the original Jem series, my positive 
opinion of the film was invalid, and 
more than one person wrote that 
they stopped reading the article alto- 
gether when I said I'd never watched 
the show. Many people misquoted 
or misinterpreted what I'd written; 
anonymous commenter “Makin Mis- 
chief” described me as “brain dead” 
after accusing me of having “bitched 
and moaned about Ant-Man using 
Vancouver as San Francisco,’ when in 
fact I'd praised the film for shooting 
in San Francisco locations, and my 
actual beef was about Marvel pushing 
away original director Edgar Wright. 
Details, details! But my favorite an- 
gry response was a fellow who took 


issue with my statement that the 
“odd-numbered curse” surrounding 
the original Star Trek films is false 
because Star Trek III: The Search For 
Spock is a better film than Star Trek 
II: The Wrath of Khan. (And I stand 
by my heresy: Wrath of Khan is more 
crowd-pleasing owing to its haommy 
acting and all the shit blowing up, but 
The Search for Spock is more cinemati- 
cally and emotionally rewarding.) His 
tweet at me read, “The second you say 
Star Trek II is better than Star Trek 
III, you lose 100% of any credibility 
you have.” This raises the question: 
Did his hilarious typo give me my 
credibility back? (Trick question! I’m 
the SF Weekly film critic, so I have no 
credibility to lose.) 

Jem director Jon M. Chu had 
already received death threats and 
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racial slurs before the film’s Oct. 23 
release. A fellow with the not-at-all- 
fake-sounding name “Frank Petersen” 
unleashed the following on Chu’s 
Facebook page on Oct. 27: “Jon chu 
ruined the jem and the holograms 
movie.,he is the worst film maker of 
all time. That movie was a piece of 
$hit. I won’t ever see it in theaters, 
on dvd, or when it ever comes to 
broadcast TV. He has no business 
making movies. He did a $hitty job 
on the g.i. Joe movie as well.,worst 
director of all time!!!! Go back to 
where you came from!!!!” 

Chu was born in Palo Alto, and it 
would probably be too generous to 
say that this troll was suggesting that 
he should relocate from Hollywood 
back to the Bay Area. 

“Petersen, who made it clear he 
had not and would never see the 
film under any circumstances, also 
referred to it as “trash” and “garbage.” 
Rubbish was a recurring theme; when 
Terri Schwartz from IGN — the same 
site on which Roth Cornet called Jem 
a “blasphemous bastardization” back 
in May, based solely on the film’s 
teaser — gave it a 6.8 out of 10, user 
candyapple42 commented, “Really a 
6.8/10? This garbage movie deserves 
a 1. It looks atrocious.” Folks, take it 
from someone who actually saw Jem 
and the Holograms: It isn’t perfect, 
and it’s absent from my 10 Best Films 
of 2015 list, but it’s neither atrocious 
nor trash, nor even garbage. 

My best guess about why this par- 
ticular property struck such a nerve is 
that it was a wide-release film for and 
about teenage girls, and thus doesn’t 
cater to the white/adolescent/male 
power fantasies that the internet 
still demands. (That the director had 
an Asian surname likely made it a 
more tempting target as well.) What’s 
more, this is a time when Hollywood 
is somewhat recklessly catering to 
the fanboys who make the most noise 
— “So, you want more Star Wars 
movies? You want more superhero 
movies? Comin’ right up!” — and this 
well-meaning and ultimately harm- 
less picture fulfilled a need for pure 
undiluted anger. Jem and the Holo- 
grams didn’t deserve what happened 
to it, but victims of bullying never do. 
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Year in kilm: Moments 
You Might Have Missed 


Sometimes, movies that don't look like your cup of tea have scenes of surprising 
beauty waiting to be discovered. Here are some such moments In films you might 


not have watched. 


By Sherilyn Connelly 


The Rendering Plants of 
Yore in Addicted to Fresno 


Getting stoned outside the Fresno hotel 
where he works with maids Shannon 
(Judy Greer) and Martha (Natasha Ly- 
onne), Eric (Malcolm Barrett) recites an 
original poem called, appropriately 
enough, “Fresno.” In addition to refer- 
encing the heat and lack of decent em- 
ployment opportunities in the town, the 
poem includes the line, “Yes, that smell 
is dead animal.” True story: My high 
school in Fresno was about a mile away 
from a rendering plant, and on some 
days, the smell of dead animal was over- 
powering. (Thanks for the memories!) 


Twilight Sparkle Takes a 
Bow in My Little Pony: 
Equestria Girls - 
Friendship Games 


The brilliant but awkward biped known 
as Twilight Sparkle (Tara Strong) lacks 
the fortitude of her pony counterpart in 
the land of Equestria, and is more thana 
little stressed to learn that she even has a 
four-legged counterpart, let alone that 
magic and another universe exist. But 
nothing’s more affecting than her fum- 
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bling attempts at archery in the mag- 
ic-free intramural competition of the 
title, her eyes welling with tears as she col- 
lides with her own limitations while both 
schools watch. Twilight didn’t ask for 
what the universes are throwing at her, 
but she has to deal with it all the same. 


Henry Spiller, Archiving 
Hero of The Search for 


General Tso 


New York resident Henry Spiller began 
collecting Chinese delivery menus in 
1981, and as seen in this documentary, 
his Chinese Restaurant Memorabilia Ar- 
chive has gone on to encompass more 
than 10,000 menus from around the 
world, as well as other ephemera such as 
matchbooks, postcards, toothpicks, 
chopsticks, calendars, and more. You’re 
doing the Lord’s work, Mr. Spiller. 


Tuning the Wave Organ in 
Jem and the Holograms 


A robot named Synergy leads Jerrica 
(Aubrey Peeples) and her sisters on a 
treasure hunt of sorts to a restricted 
area of the Santa Monica Pier. There, 
they find an installation of large vertical 
tubes that make different musical tones 
based on the tides. Realizing one of the 
tubes is out of alignment, Jerrica ad- 


justs it to make the correct tone, thus 
unlocking the next step in Synergy’s 
map. It’s both a lovely grace note and an 
expression of the movie's themes. 


The Black Light District 
of American Ultra 


The only good reason for drug dealer 
Rose (John Leguizamo) to bathe 

his basement gym in ultraviolet light 
are these words: “Kristen Stewart in 
black light.” And those five words may 
justify the entire movie. 


Even Without Laughter, 
There Come Tears in 
Félix and Meira 


In keeping with the customs their 
strict Hasidic community, Shulem (Lu- 
zer Twersky) has forbade his unhappy 
wife Meira (Hadas Yaron) from all 
manner of pleasure, be it eye contact 
with another man or listening to the 
1960s R&B records she loves. After 
Meira makes the choice to leave him 
and give this “happiness” thing a try, 
the solitary Shulem puts on Meira’s fa- 
vorite record — Wendy Rene’s achingly 
sad “After Laughter Comes Tears” — 
then lies on the ground and closes his 
eyes. At long last, he begins to under- 
stand just who his wife was. 
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Shared cinematic universes 
were big news last year, as Warner 
Bros., Universal, and Sony all an- 
nounced they were going to hitch a 
ride on Marvel’s super-profitable 
bandwagon. Further plans have also 
been emerging for spinoff films featur- 
ing characters from franchises both 
obvious (Star Wars) and dubious (The 
Fast and the Furious). Here are some 
further suggestions. 


Star Trekking With That 
Little Alien Guy Who 
Hangs Out With Scotty 


One of the more inexplicable elements 
of the rebooted Star Trek movies is 
Chief Engineer Montgomery Scott’s 
diminutive alien buddy, Keenser. Who 
is he? Why is he? Those and many 
other questions you never thought to 
ask will finally be answered, as we see 
what happened between Scotty leav- 
ing Keenser behind on Delta Vega in 
the first film and Keenser’s reappear- 
ance on the Enterprise at the end. It 
mostly involves filling out the paper- 
work to request a duty transfer, but 
it'll still cost $200 million and be filled 
with shit blowing up. 


Brad! The Story of Brad 


Brad, the death-rocker valet of the 
villainous Erica Raymond’s Starlight 
Music in Jem and the Holograms, has 
big dreams. His song “Death Spares 
(Not the Tiger)” by his band Valet of 
the Damned — which the end cred- 
its list as Music by Brad, Lyrics by 
Brad, Produced by Brad, and 
Courtesy of Brad — goes on to 

be the biggest hit this side of 
Jem’s “Youngblood,” and armed 
with his new global fame, Valet 
of the Damned will set out 
to solve crimes, occasion- 
ally joined by the Ho- 
lograms in 
Avengers-style 
jams to take on 
the Misfits. 


Keenser 
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Star Wars: Who's Afraid 
of Darth Woolf? 


It would be a stretch to call the 1978 
Star Wars Holiday Special “under- 
rated,” but it does feature one scene 
with more actual human drama than 
would be seen in the trilogy until The 
Empire Strikes Back in 1980: the 
Pinter-esque relationship between 
the lovesick barfly Krelman (Harvey 
Korman) and his unrequited crush, 
Mos Eisley Cantina bartender Ack- 
mena (Bea Arthur). We’ll learn that 
they did indeed become a couple after 
Life Day, and after Ackmena retired, 
they traveled the Galaxy and occa- 
sionally battled the Empire (when not 
bickering with each other, George- 
and-Martha style). 


Star Wars: 
The Rock Salt Awakens 


Speaking of underrepresented Star 
Wars characters, it’s high time for 
Willrow Hood from The Empire Strikes 
Back to get his due. Long known to 
fans as Ice Cream Maker Guy (due to 
him carrying a device that looks not 
unlike an ice cream maker during the 
evacuation of Cloud City), we’ll learn 
that he was actually a Rebel operative 
who worked in stealth to ensure that 
Leia and Chewbacca were able to res- 
cue Luke. And though he'll die ina 
blaze of creamy glory, he’ll go on to 
appear as Force Ghost in Episode IX 
alongside Tom Carvel. 
(The Force works in 
mysterious ways.) 
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Thu 12/24 | Music 


JOY TO THE WORLD 


When it comes to things to do in San Fran- 
cisco on Christmas Eve, the Oakland In- 
terfaith Gospel Choir Ensemble’s 
annual appearance at Slim’s merits institu- 
tion status. Long popular with both gospel 
aficionados and folks who simply love its 
joyful sound, the performance features top 
vocalists from the Oakland Interfaith Gos- 
pel Choir — the group, founded in 1986, 
that inspires joy and unity among human- 
kind through black gospel and spiritual 
music. Led by Terrance Kelly, the interra- 
cial choir — whose membership has in- 
cluded Muslims, Jews, and atheists — aims 
to represent the principles of equality, co- 
operation, and unity. It has performed 
with the Five Blind Boys of Alabama and 
the Duke Ellington Orchestra and has ap- 
peared on Grammy-winning albums by 
Linda Ronstadt and MC Hammer. Attend- 
ees can expect to hear holiday classics and 
Kelly's creative arrangements, which 
sometimes go beyond gospel to include 
hip-hop, reggae, and other genres. 

The Oakland Interfaith Gospel 
Ensemble will perform at 7 and 9:30 
p.m., Thursday, Dec. 24, at Slim’s, 

333 11th St., S.F. $15; 415-255- 
0333 or slimspresents.com. Anita 
Katz 


Thu 12/24 | Children’s Theater 


BOO, HISS, HUZZAH! 


Freudians view Cinderella as a morality 
tale about sibling rivalry; feminists view 
it as a failure to empower girls; Disney 
views it as a money tree; and PantoSF 
views it as the best framework for 
beauty, buffoonery, and British panto in 
the whole fairytale canon. Panto — a ple- 
beian form of theater incorporating 
song, dance, comic innuendo, audience 
participation, and unreserved slapstick 
— was first introduced in England be- 
tween curtains at the opera. During the 
1700s, the pantomime became a wildly 
popular holiday treat in its own right. 
Story lines were typically based on a chil- 
dren’s tale, rendered in broad, satirical 
strokes. Leading male roles, like the 
Prince, were played by women, while 
older female characters like the Sisters 
were played by men in drag — and insin- 
uations flew. Elevating all these rules to 
high art and glorious absurdity, Cinder- 
ella: The Family Holiday Panto may 
be the most fun your family is allowed to 
have this month. Boo the Sisters! Cheer 
the Prince! Grab the mice! Be glad you 
can enjoy panto without risking cholera, 
smallpox, or raw sewage. 

Cinderella: The Family Holiday Panto 
starts at 2 p.m. and runs through Jan. 
3 at War Memorial Opera House, 
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Oakland 
Interfaith Gospel 


Choir Ensemble 
Thursday 


301 Van Ness Ave., S.E 415-621- 
6600 or pantosf.com. Silke Tudor 


Sat 12/26 | Party 


HOLIDAY IN CAMBODIA 


San Franciscans have always created al- 
ternative holiday traditions but, within 
the LGBT community, it has often been a 
matter of survival. Consider that under 4 
percent of all Americans identify as 
LGBT, while 40 percent of all homeless 
youth under 24 do. We have friends who 
still hesitate to bring their partners home 
for the holidays, and those that brave the 
cold front wonder if it was worth it. 
Among many immigrant communities, 
the challenge can be greater still. In our 
opinion, the ShangriLa Holiday 
Hangover Party can’t come too soon. 
Hosted by a hot, hunky Papa Claus and 
the Reigning Empress of San Francisco of 
the Imperial Council (Khmera Rouge), 
this is a little slice of wildly inclusive holi- 
day heaven dressed up in ugly sweaters 
and high-heeled shoes. DJs Jack Rojo and 
Paul Goodyear and will keep the dance 
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floor humping before and after the mid- 
night performances by Tiger Lily and 
China Silk — both elected royalty and 
champions of the LGBT Asian commu- 
nity. Those with stockings overstuffed 
with holiday heebie-jeebies should stay 
past sunrise to sweat it out during the 
morning tea dance. 

ShangriLa Holiday Hangover Par- 
ty opens at 10 p.m. at the EndUp, 
401 6th St., S.F. Free-$25; 415-646- 
0999 or theendup.com. Silke Tudor 


Tue 12/29 | Film 


SILENT TYPE 


Never one to simply ride with the cur- 
rent, Charlie Chaplin worked with silent 
techniques in a talkie world, and tri- 
umphed. In City Lights (1931), Chaplin's 
struggling but dignified Little Tramp 
falls in love with a blind flower girl (Vir- 
ginia Cherrill) and, through his erratic 
friendship with a drunken millionaire 
(Harry Meyers), brightens her life. 
Completely silent except for music and 
sound effects, the comic adventure 
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scored big with both audiences and crit- 
ics. Modern Times (1936), Chaplin’s first 
film with overtly political themes, com- 
ments on the human effects of the 
Great Depression and modern industri- 
alization. The Tramp (in his final screen 
appearance) pairs with a street waif 
(Paulette Goddard) to pursue happiness 
and a bit of income in this comedy re- 
garded as silent cinema's last great 
movie. Both films will be screening as a 
double feature next week. 

City Lights screens at 3:30 and 7 
p.m., and Modern Times screens at 5:15 
and 8:45 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 29, at 
the Castro Theatre, 429 Castro St., S.F. 
$8.50-$11; 415-621-6120 or castrothe- 
atre.com. Anita Katz 


Tue 12/29 | Sports 


WE RUN THE NIGHT 


We havea pal who hooked up with the No- 
vember Project, a peer-to-peer exercise 
movement born in the frigid climes of 
Boston. Twice a week, at the crack of 
dawn, she heads to Fort Mason or Alta 
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Plaza, braving El Nimo in exchange for en- 
couragement and (perhaps) commisera- 
tion. We don't get it but, if we did, we think 
The Great Cable Car Chase would be 
more our speed — metaphorically speak- 
ing. The chase is held at night, it’s only two 
blocks long (if you don’t count the two- 
and-a-half-mile warm-up), and it’s domi- 
nated by a formidable adversary: the 
Powell-Hyde streetcar. Heavy-but-steady 
wins this race, and this old cable car has 
schooled more than a few cocky triath- 
letes. (Regulars consider it a victory to 
make it a block.) All fitness levels are em- 
braced and warmly supported in incre- 
ments of feet — newbies are usually gifted 
special socks — and post-chase refresh- 
ments are provided. Most importantly, ev- 
eryone gets cheered on by onboard 
commuters, tourists, and the conductor, 
who usually treats the lionhearted to some 
bell ringing, making this a uniquely San 
Francisco treat. 

The Great Cable Car Chase is held 
on the last Tuesday of every month 
at 7 p.m., leaving from A Runner's 
Mind, 3575 Sacramento St., S.F. 
Free; 415-800-7575 or arunnersmind. 
com. Silke Tudor 
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Hae Ra a LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, email 
Calendar@SFWeekly.com, fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. All phone numbers are area code 415 
unless otherwise noted. Our complete listings of 
local events - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. “Holding Pattern’: Kelly Tun- 
stall and Ferris Plock: A collection of all new 
work by Ferris Plock and Kelly Tunstall that 
details lives spent in the air, or more sym- 
bolically, in transition between two spaces. 
The collection includes several large-scale 
collaborations, pairing Plock’s obsession for 
detail with Tunstall’s more ethereal style, 
though both ever graphic, in contrast with 
fields of metallic, rich color, or wood grain. 
The exhibition will also include new video 
work and sculptural components. Through 
Dec. 31. Free. 111 Minna, San Francisco, 974- 
1719, 11iminnagallery.com. 

Arte Verissima. “La Famiglia": Celebrating 
the community of visual artists whose past, 
present, and future involvement makes the 
gallery's rigorous programming of exhibitions 
possible. ‘‘La Famiglia,’ features a curated 
selection of works by twelve celebrated local 
artists: Andrew Ameral, Douglas Andelin, 
Halsted Craig Hannah, Robert Hunt, Jamie 
Morgan, Lawrence Noble, Kazuhiko Sano, 
Robert Steele, Lauren Szabo, Carol Tarzier, 
Bruce Wolfe, and Dennis Ziemienski. Through 
Jan. 10, 2016. free. arteverissima.com/la-fa- 
miglia-group-exhibition/. 4432 Piedmont, 
Oakland, 818-730-3677, arteverissima.com. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Robert Hudson: Robert 
Hudson, a steel-welding trailblazer in the 
West Coast assemblage movement for more 
than 50 years, presents new drawings and 
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sculptures. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 2. Free. 248 Utah, San Francisco, 
788-1050, briangrossfineart.com. 

Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 
(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works 
by Anne Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by 
vernacular 19th-century memorials and the 
influence of industrialized printmaking on 
images of memory and domesticity. Prints, 
paintings, glass etchings, and embroidery 
pieces combine cemetery grave imagery 
with monograms. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 510-849-8935. 
www.care-gtu.org. 1798 Scenic, Berkeley, 
510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 

City Hall. Jeremy Fish: 0 Glorious City: Jeremy 
Fish was named San Francisco City Hall's 
first artist-in-residence. The San Francisco 
Arts Commission has given Fish a mandate 
to create 100 art pieces to be on display at 
City Hall. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Continues through Feb. 
12. Free. sfartscommission.org. 1 Dr. Carlton B. 
Goodlett, San Francisco, 554-5184, sfgov.org. 

David Brower Center. Edward Burtynsky: “Wa- 
ter’: The exhibit features Burtynsky’s latest: 
Water, which took him to the Deepwater Hori- 
zon spill, Rajasthan, Salton Sea, Netherlands, 
and the Yellow River Dam in China. The exhibit 
opens with a talk by Burtynsky. Saturdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 4. Free. 510-809- 
0900. browercenter.org. 2150 Allston Way, 
Berkeley, 510-809-0900, browercenter.org. 

The Dryansky Gallery. Celestial Nights: Pho- 
tographs by Neil Folberg: The Dryansky 
Gallery marks its one year anniversary with 
the powerful exhibition, Celestial Nights, a 
spectacular series of black and white pho- 
tographs by Jerusalem-based photographer, 
Neil Folberg. Wednesdays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Saturdays, Sundays, 12:30-5 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 17. Free. 932-9302. 
www.thedryansky.com/neil-folberg-exhibi- 
tion. 2120 Union, San Francisco, 932-9302, 
thedryansky.com. 
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FFDG. On Silent Haunches: Group painting show 
featuring Nicholas Bohac, Michelle Fleck, 
Emily Proud, and Jenny Sharaf. Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. 2277 Mission, San Francisco, 
500-2166, ffdg.net. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show 
featuring Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, 
Smithe, and Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Sam Flores: ‘Daydreams and Nightmares”: 
A solo exhibition presented by Upper Play- 
ground. Wednesdays-Sundays, 12-6 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 31. free. 252 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. Sophie Calle: Calle uses 
photography, text, and video to pursue her 
sociological and autobiographical investiga- 
tions. Her exhibition focuses on four bodies 
of work in which the artist delves into the 
nature of love, violence, secrets, and death. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
24. Free. 981-2661. mail@fraenkelgallery. 
com. www.fraenkelgallery.com. 49 Geary, 
San Francisco, 981-2661, fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. “A Studio in Iceland”: 
A group exhibition featuring works by John 
Buck, Hunter Buck, Deborah Butterfield, 
Pordis A. Siguroardottir, Emma Ulen-Klees, 
Nina Zurier, and John Zurier. Through Jan. 
16, 2016. 14 Geary, San Francisco, 433-2710, 
gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. ‘No One and No Where”: 
Aseries of new graphite drawings by Ed Lof- 
tus. Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Tuesdays-Fri- 
days, 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues through 
Jan. 23. free. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 296- 
9661, gregorylindgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. “Vernacular Vixens”: Found 
images of women from the Robert E. Jackson 
Collection. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 6. free. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, San 
Francisco, 781-1122, roberttat.com. 

San Francisco Main Library. ‘| Am San Fran- 
cisco: (Re)Collecting the Home of Native 
Black San Franciscans”: An exhibit concerned 
with the city's steady decline of African 
American residents, asks visual artists to 
interpret the real stories of locals. (Silke 
Tudor) Through March 10, 2016. free. 100 
Larkin, San Francisco, 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

SF Camerawork. Meghann Riepenhoff: Meghann 
Riepenhoff, an artist who uses cyanotype — 
one of the oldest photographic processes 
— celebrates her latest body of work with 
Littoral Drift, named for the wind-driven 
etchings that waves leave on sand. (Silke 
Tudor) Through Feb. 3, 2016, 6 p.m. free. 1011 
Market St. 2nd Floor, San Francisco, 487-1011, 
sfcamerawork.org. 

Vorres Gallery. Catherine Woskow: “Figura- 
tively Speaking”: Artist reception Nov. 14. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
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Wendy 
Liebman 


Jewish people don’t celebrate Christmas, so what do they do on that merry ma- 
jor holiday? Most museums and shops are closed, and Woody Allen movies have 
been coming out in July these days. With Chinese restaurants often open on 
Christmas, comedian Lisa Geduldig created Kung Pao Kosher Comedy 
more than 20 years ago, and Jewish Comedy on Christmas in a Chinese Restau- 
rant was born. The show is now a well-attended holiday institution with a di- 
verse audience. Every year, three notable guest comics, an impressive percentage 
of them women, join Geduldig for an evening of Jewish-flavored humor. Past 
participants have included Henny Youngman, Judy Gold, and David Brenner. 
This year, Wendy Liebman (Tonight Show), Dana Eagle (Last Comic Standing), 
and Mike Fine (Gotham Comedy Live) will take the New Asia Restaurant stage. 
Attendees can choose a dinner show (multicourse meal) or a cocktail show (vege- 
tarian dum sum). Both include Yiddish fortune cookies. 

Kung Pao Kosher Comedy presents Jewish Comedy on Christmas in a Chi- 
nese Restaurant at 5 p.m. (dinner show) and 8:30 p.m. (cocktail show) Thurs- 
day through Saturday, Dec. 24-26, at New Asia Restaurant, 772 Pacific Ave., 
S.F.; $47-$67. 925-855-1986 or koshercomedy.com. Anita Katz 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Party 





Krazy for Karoake, an annual holi- 


Music 





Brian Setzer Orchestra, a 17-piece 


day party with Omar Rockriguez prom- 
ises “cheesy music, cheep booze, loose 
morals, and tacos next door” at 9 p.m. 
at Knockout, 3223 Mission St., S.E 
Free; 415-550-6994 or theknockoutsf. 
com. 


big band led by guitar-slinging Stray 
Cat, celebrates the release of new al- 
bum Rockin’ Rudolph at 8 p.m. at Warf- 
ield, 982 Market St., S.F. 
$49.50-$69.50; 415-345-0900 or 
thewarfieldtheatre.com. 


through Dec. 31. Free. 423-4345. vorresgal- 
lery.com. 3681 Sacramento, San Francisco, 
423-4345, vorresgallery.com. 

White Walls Gallery. ‘12 Parsecs” (The Star 
Wars Show): A group exhibition inspired by 
the film that changed it all. Through Jan. 6, 
2016, 7 p.m. free. 886 Geary, San Francisco, 
931-1500, whitewallssf.com. 


BURLESQUE 


Burlesque in YOUR Neck of the Woods: The 
Richmond gets Red Hot(s) with Dottie Lux 
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and company. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10-$20, 
redhotsburlesque.com. Neck of the Woods, 
406 Clement, San Francisco, 387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Mischief: Weekly burlesque and variety show 
featuring Hunny Bunny and Her Hot Toddies. 
Fridays, 8 p.m., free, hunnybunnyburlesque. 
com. Skylark Bar, 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 
621-9294, skylarkbar.com. 

Monday Night Hubba: Oakland's loss is San 
Francisco's gain as the closure of the Uptown 
Nightclub means Hubba Hubba Revue's 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


weekly burlesque show moves to SOMA on 
Monday nights. Mondays, 9 p.m., $7-$12, 
hubbarevue.com. DNA Lounge, 375 lith St., 
San Francisco, 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 
Red Hots Burlesque: Dottie Lux has led these 
weekly shimmy showcases since 2008. 
Fridays, 7 p.m.; Wednesdays, 7 p.m., $5-$10, 
redhotsburlesque.com. BeatBox, 314 Tlth St., 
San Francisco, 500-2675, beatboxsf.com. 


COMEDY 


Attractive Camp: Monthly comedy party 
featuring lots of pretty people with perfect 
teeth. Fourth Sunday of every month, 8 p.m., 
$10, facebook.com/AttractiveCamp. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 
local comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, 
bestofsfstandup.com. The Variety Preview 
Room (The Hobart Building), 582 Market, 
San Francisco, 781-3893, varietync.org/ 


FRIDAY 


Event 


SYMPATHY FOR THE DEVIL 


screening-room. 

Big Wednesday: Hosted by Jeremy Wheat. Last 
Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., $8. Make- 
Out Room, 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

Brainwash Weekend Comedy Showcase: 
Because when it comes to doing laundry, 
laughter makes your clothes’ whites whiter 
and colors brighter. That's just science, duh. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., free. Brainwash 
Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Brave New Jokes: Soma-free comedy with 
hosts Michael Brandon, Nicole Calasich, and 
Adrian McNair. Last Saturday of every month, 
7p.m., free. Adobe Books, 3130 24th St., San 
Francisco, 864-3936, adobebooks.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 
and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and 
audiences) a chance to unburden their minds 
at this regular night of stand-up. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. 


12/25 


After the death of Anton LaVey, the city could have lost all visceral connection to 
the Church of Satan — High Priestess Blanche Barton moved its headquarters 
to New York, the original Black House was demolished, and lawsuits ensued. 
Hail Satan for Karla LaVey! The eldest daughter of the Black Pope decided to stay 
put and initiate the rock-loving First Satanic Church. During its yearly Black X 
MaSS celebration, bands have burned bibles, set their hair on fire, rubbed them- 
selves in foodstuffs, and sung wildly adulterated carols, but the mainstay of this 
holiday event is the Theremin Wizard Barney (we heart his Lite-Brite penta- 
gram). For the 18th iteration of this “unholy variety show,’ Barney faces a formi- 
dable six-band lineup, including the Wastedeads, our favorite punk “rot ’n’ roll” 
zombiecore duo; Quintannica, a live tribute to KUSF’s Ron Quintana and his 
“Rampage Radio” show; and From Hell, a high-concept, heavy-metal horror 
band that includes players from Down Factor, Les Claypool’s Frog Brigade, and 
Death Angel in the tale of a sentient corpse who must steal the soul of a priest. 


With snacks! 


Karen LaVey’s Black X Mass starts at 9 p.m. at the Elbo Room, 647 Valen- 
cia St., S.F. $10; 415-552-7788 or elbo.com. Silke Tudor 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 


Party 





5th Annual It's a 
Jewish Christmas, 
SF! promises a Jewish 


Siouxsie 
Sioux 





XXXMas burlesque 
Film show, strip dreidel, Ha- 

nukkah bush, Chinese 
We'll Always Have buffet, Woody Allen Party 
Paris, a noir double-bill _ films, the greatest hits of 
with 1956 Frenchhustler LarryDavidandSacha “Death Guild 
film Bob the Gambler and BaronCohen,andmusic X=Mess,” goth holiday 
the crowning classic by DJs Alarmand Matt __ relief with DJs Decay, 
Casablanca, starts at 7 Haze, starting at 6:30 Joe Radio, and Sage, 
p.m. through Dec. 26at p.m.at Make Out Room, — startsat9p.m.at DNA 
Roxie Theater, 311716th 3225 22nd St.,S.F Free; Lounge, 375 11th St., S.F 


St., S.E $10; 415-863- 
1087 or roxie.com. 
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415-647-2888 or make- 
outroom.com. 


$5; 415-626-1409 or 
dnalounge.com. 


Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at 
it). Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 
Fillmore, San Francisco, 567-5589. 

Comedy by Michael: Monthly stand-up comedy 
show hosted by Michael D. Booker. Last 
Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., $15-$20, 
michaelbookerentertainment.com. Englander 
Sports Pub, 101 Parrott, San Leandro, 510-35/7- 
3571, englanderpub.com. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round 
comedy tournament featuring eight co- 
medians all competing to be chosen as the 
champion. Unlike any other comedy show 
in the Bay Area, we give the power to the 
audience to choose who they want to see 
continue. Comedians literally live and die 
by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian Will 
Cole. Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., $10, 
https://www.facebook.com/sfcomedyma- 
chine. The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson 
St., San Francisco. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 
861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. 
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Fridays, 8 p.m. Balancoire, 2565 Mission, 
San Francisco, 920-0577, balancoiresf.com. 

Cup o’ Comedy: Stand-up comedy with Danny 
Dechi and guests. Second and Fourth Thurs- 
day of every month, 7 p.m., free, dannydechi. 
com. Emma's Coffeehouse, 5549 Geary, San 
Francisco, 933-6632. 

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekend- 
video.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

Dean DelRay: A hard-livin’, shit-talkin' come- 
dian, actor, and podcaster who regularly 
draws on his early East Bay experiences 
with heavy metal and Harleys, returns home. 
(Silke Tudor) Mon., Dec. 28, 8 p.m. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Doc’s Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to 
the North Beach space formerly occupied by 
landmark nightclub The Purple Onion — and 
this weekly open mic means that you, too, 
can share the same stage where Lenny Bruce 
once stood. Mondays, 7 p.m., free. Doc's 
Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 649-6191, 


docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry 
musical sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
9 p.m., free, duelingpianosatfoleys.com. 
Johnny Foley's Irish House, 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn 
Vigh. Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 
Castro, San Francisco, 431-4278, harveyssf. 
com. 

#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy 
presented by True Hustle Entertainment. 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m., truehustleentertain- 
ment.com. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, brain- 
wash.com. 

High Brow: Monthly meetup for jokers, smokers, 
and midnight tokers. Last Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & 
Queers: Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica 
Sele, with all genders welcome (but misog- 
yny most definitely not). Mondays, 6 p.m. 
Oasis, 298 llth St., San Francisco, 985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 
510-834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 
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Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by 
Griffin Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffinda- 
ley.com. Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 
392-9290, melt-cafe.com. 

Mermaid Show: Featuring women with hilarious 
tales such as Ruby Gill, Allison Mick, Kelly 
Anneken, Chris Burns, and host Kristee Ono. 
(Silke Tudor) Tue., Dec. 29, 8 p.m., $10. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, 
Jessica Sele, Richard Toomer, and Torio Van 
Grol. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpo- 
sitionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 
Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by 
Michael Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The 
Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 742- 
1222, thebasementsf.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with 
hosts Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Satur- 
days, 11:59 p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night 
with Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan 
Cronin) plus guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., 
free, nightlifeonmars.com. Murphy's Pub, 
217 Kearny St., San Francisco, 693-9588. 

No, You're Drunk: The Drinking Game Comedy 
Show: With hosts Justin Gomes and Andrew 
Moore. Fourth Friday of every month, 10:30 
p.m., $10. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Fran- 
cisco, 816-3691, pianofight.com. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 
p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly 
comedy podcast with host Pam Benjamin 
and a live audience. Fridays, 8 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. 
Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., San Francisco, 
mutinyradio.fm. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tourna- 


ment. Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purple- 
onionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & 
Bar, 530 Jackson, San Francisco, 955-1916, 
kellsirish.com. 

Rajeev's Big Night Out: Comedy ‘n’ rock ‘n’ 
roll with host Rajeev Dhar. Fourth Saturday 
of every month, 9 p.m., $10. Amnesia, 853 
Valencia, San Francisco, 970-0012, amne- 
siathebar.com. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by 
Medicine Bug and comedy by Affirmative 
Action Heroes, plus guests. Thursdays, 8 
p.m., $5-$20, facebook.com/medicinebug. 
Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 387- 
6455, milksf.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground impro- 
visational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 882-9100, 
sheltontheater.org. 

The Setup: A night of “comedy in the TL on 
the DL.” Fourth Saturday of every month, 8 
p.m., free, facebook.com/TheSetupSF. The 
Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 742- 
1222, thebasementsf.com. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 
punchlines at this interactive and sponta- 
neous comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., 
$5, endgamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines 
followed by bonus interview segments. 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
SylvanProductions. Stork Club, 2330 Tele- 
graph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, storkcluboak- 
land.com. 

Sunday Funnies: Stand-up comedy with Danny 
Dechi and guests. Last Sunday of every 
month, 5 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. Kaw- 
ika’s Ocean Beach Deli, 734 La Playa, San 
Francisco, 221-2031, oceanbeachdeli.com. 
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SATURDAY 


Theater 


SPONTANEOUS PROPULSION 


Easy to take for granted, San Francisco’s BATS Improv is admired worldwide for its distinct blend of acting-based improvisa- 
tional theater and comedy. Its single-story two-hour shows contain fun themes, from Hitchcock to Downton Abbey. Star 
Trek is on the bill this Saturday, when the BATS bunch will present Warped Speed. This treat for Trekkies salutes the ridicu- 
lously popular 1960s TV series with an adventure set in an alternate final frontier. Instead of Kirk, Spock, and company, a 
new crew will occupy the starship, and the performers will create the characters on the spot, inspired by audience input. As 
with every BATS show, no plot points or scenarios will be conceived prior to show time. Even the music and lighting specifics 
will be determined live. Mark your calendars for this one — it is slated for one night only. 

BATS Improv presents Warped Speed at 8 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 26, at Bayfront Theater, 2 Marina Blvd., S.F. $20; 415- 


474-6776 or improv.org. Anita Katz 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 





Event 





Velocity Circus takes over the pop-up 
plaza with hula-hooping, fortune tell- 
ing, candy giveaways, sideshow acts, dog 
tricks, storytelling, juggling, stilt walk- 
ing, and acrobatics at 4 p.m. at Winter 
Walk, 120 Stockton St., S.F Free; 
visitunionsquaresf.com. 





Event 


10th Annual San Francisco 
Kwanzaa, 15 events over 7 days cele- 
brating the principles of Unity, Respon- 
sibility, Self-Determination, Economic 
Cooperation, Purpose, Creativity, and 
Faith, starts at noon at Museum of Afri- 
can Diaspora, 665 Mission St., S.F. and 
continues through Jan. 1 at various lo- 
cations. Free; 415-424-2980 or kwan- 
zaasanfrancisco.com. 
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Party 





Mother: Nightmare After Christ- 
mas, a Tim Burton drag tribute featur- 
ing the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence’s 
Saint Huggable Kylie Minono as special 
guest co-hostess, starts at 10 p.m. at 
Oasis, 298 11th St., S.F $10; 415-795- 
3180 or sfoasis.com. 
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Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tues- 
days, 6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy. 
tumbir.com. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 
8 p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 
142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 383-9600, 
142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open 
mic hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 
p.m. The Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 
142-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames 
Improv makes fun of your romantic foibles 
for free at this long-running weekly comedy 
catharsis. Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free with 
RSVP, endgamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 


Baxtalo Drom: International shimmying for 
lovers of Balkan music, belly dancers, and 
burlesque. Fourth Friday of every month, 9 
p.m., $10-$15, facebook.com/pages/Baxtalo- 
Drom-The-Lucky-Road/509158232438278. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970- 
0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

The Christmas Ballet: Smuin Ballet lights up 
the holidays with its annual yuletide treat, 


The Christmas Ballet, sure to please both the 
naughty and nice. This enormously popular 
holiday celebration offers something for 
everyone, from ballet, tap, and swing to a 
wealth of other genres drawn from holiday 
traditions from around the world. Thursdays, 
8 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 24, 2 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 26, 2 & 
8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 27, 2 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 27, $24-$6/, 912-1899, www.smuinballet. 
org. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Theater, 
700 Howard, San Francisco, ybca.org. 

The Christmas Ballet: Final performance of 
The Christmas Ballet, a potpourri of ballet, tap, 
and jazz from Smuin Ballet. (Silke Tudor) Sun., 
Dec. 27, 2 p.m., $24-$67. Yerba Buena Center 
for the Arts, 701 Mission, San Francisco, 978- 
2/87, ybca.org. 

San Francisco Ballet's Nutcracker: Lights dim. 
History comes alive. This year, SF Ballet cele- 
brates the centennial of the Panama-Pacific 
International Exposition with its production 
of Nutcracker, which is set in San Francisco 
in 1915, the year the Exposition brought the 
world to San Francisco's doorstep. The sights 
and exhibits of the fair inspired some of the 
production's most memorable moments 
including Clara's dream journey through a 
mystical land peopled with dancers from all 
over the world. Performances take place in 


the magnificent War Memorial Opera House, 
designed by Arthur Brown, Jr., who also de- 
signed PPIE’s Horticulture Building and San 
Francisco City Hall. Thursdays, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
& 4-6 p.m.; Through Dec. 30, 2-4 & 7-9 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 31, $20+, 865-2000, 
tickets@sfballet.org, sfballet.org/nutcracker. 
War Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, San 
Francisco, sfwmpac.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry 
open mic with a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 
p.m., free/donation. EastSide Arts Alliance, 
2217 International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, 
eastsideartsalliance.com. 

Magnet Book Club: Monthly discussion of books 
by gay authors or featuring gay themes. 
Last Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
free. Magnet, 4122 18th St., San Francisco, 


Get Meai-Cal 


581-1600, magnetsf.org. 

Poetry at the 33: Monthly open mic with 
featured poet. Last Tuesday of every month, 
7 p.m., free. 3300 Club, 3300 Mission, San 
Francisco, 826-6886, 3300club.com. 

Porchlight Open Door: The storytellers at 
Porchlight host this open mic at which the 
best 5-minute story about the monthly 
theme wins $50. Last Monday of every 
month, 7 p.m., $5, porchlightsf.com. Hemlock 
Tavern, 1131 Polk, San Francisco, 923-0923, 
hemlocktavern.com. 

San Francisco's Queer Open Mic: Monthly 
LGBT readings (and more) since 2004. Fourth 
Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., donation, 
queeropenmic.com. Modern Times Bookstore, 
2919 24th St., San Francisco, 282-9246, 
moderntimesbookstore.com. 

Saturday Night Special: Monthly literary open 
mic hosted by Hollie Hardy and Tomas Moniz. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
HEALTH PLAN 


Last Saturday of every month, 7 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/pages/Saturday-Night-Spe- 
cial-an-East-Bay-open-mic/112174188880786. 
Nick's Lounge, 3218 Adeline, Berkeley, 510- 
652-4166, nickslounge.com. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, Fort 
Mason, Bldg. C, San Francisco, 771-1076, 
friendssfpl.org. 

TMI Storytelling: Hosted by Gina Gold. Fourth 
Thursday of every month, 7 p.m., $10-$13, 
tmistorytelling.com. 3KB Sports Bar, 3000 
Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-2569, 3kb- 
sportbar.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Am- 
bassadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings 
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Don’t lose your 
benefits—renew 


SUNDAY 


Theater 


BRING IT ON HOME 


Over the last five years, the Lower Bottom Playaz, a troupe dedicated to produc- 
ing significant work by African-American playwrights, has been working 
through August Wilson’s extraordinary 10-play “Century Cycle” in chronological 
order. From Gem of the Ocean, set in the early 1900s, to the current production 
of Radio Golf, which unfolds during the 90s development boom, the Cycle is a 
graceful, hilarious, and heartbreaking elocution of the African-American experi- 
ence throughout the 20th century. It earned Wilson two Pulitzer Prizes for 
Drama, six New York Drama Critic’ Circle Awards, and a Tony. Artistically, the 
influence of Wilson’s beloved B-list — Argentine novelist Jorge Luis Borges, 
painter Romare Bearden, political poet Amiri Baraka, playwright and Black Pan- 
ther Ed Bullins, author James Baldwin, and blues music — can be felt in Wilson’s 
fluent emotional candor and his knack for making the specific universal. Radio 
Golf pivots on the demolition of a historic house — the old place that, inciden- 
tally, belonged to Aunt Ester in Gem — and is set in Pittsburgh’s Hill District, but 
it could just as easily be West Oakland. 

Radio Golf starts at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., and runs through Jan. 3 at Flight 
Deck, 1540 Broadway, Oakland. $35; 510-858-7383 or lowerbottomplayaz. 
com. Silke Tudor 
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OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Dance 
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CALIFORNIA 
Forever Tango, featuring vocalist 
Marcela Rios and Dancing with the Stars 
regulars Anna Trebunskaya and Dimi- 
try Chaplin, starts at 3 p.m. and con- 
tinues through Jan. 10 at Herbst 
Theatre, 401 Van Ness Ave., S.E $25- 
$85; 415-392-4400 or sfwmpac.org/ 
herbst-theatre. 


Dance 


MONTGOMERY 


Final performance of The Christmas 

Ballet, a potpourri of ballet, tap, and : — — 

jazz from Smuin Ballet, starts at 2 p.m. ee area © + “i — L 
at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 ey | : 7 
Mission St., S.F. $24-67; 415-978-2787 
or ybca.org. 
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an adorable romp of North American river 
otters to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San 
Francisco, 623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian 
Art Museum Collection: More than 2,500 
objects from the museum's permanent 
collection explore the major cultures of 
Asia. Tuesdays-Sundays. “Looking East”: 
How Japan Inspired Monet, Van Gogh, and 
Other Western Artists: Looking East explores 
the many movements and artists affected by 
Japanese art, including the great impression- 
ist and post-impressionist painters Vincent 
van Gogh, Mary Cassatt, Edgar Degas, Paul 
Gauguin and Claude Monet. Juxtaposing 
masterpieces of Western art and design with 
rare works by prominent Japanese artists, 
the exhibition reveals the interplay of new 
styles and themes inspired by Japan. Tues- 
days, Wednesdays, Fridays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Thursdays, 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Continues 
through Feb. 7. $15. www.asianart.org/. 200 
Larkin, San Francisco, 581-3500, asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: 
Glimpse into the poetic, exuberant lives 
of Jack Kerouac, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, 
Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, and other 
Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal 
items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: 
Located in a historic cable car powerhouse, 
the museum displays a variety of cable car 
gear, photographs, installations explaining 
how the cars work, and several antique ve- 
hicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 
474-1887, cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Animal 
Attraction: Exhibit about the wild courtship 
and mating strategies in the animal kingdom. 
Daily. Earthquake: Treat your senses to 
seismic overload in this exhibit that includes 
a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate 
tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon 


that shakes like two of San Francisco's most 
famous quakes, a planetarium show, interac- 
tive displays, and more. Daily. Habitat Earth: 
The California Academy of Sciences’ newest 
planetarium show redefines the traditional 
concept of astronomical presentation, turn- 
ing the telescopes around and focusing on 
the greatest wonder of the universe — Earth 
itself — as it invites viewers to discover what 
it means to live in today’s connected world on 
the only planet known to sustain biodiversity 
and life. Daily. Color of Life: The Academy's 
bright new summer show celebrates the 
chromatic diversity of nature with live ani- 
mals, interactive displays, dioramas, videos, 
and more. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as 
the Academy's flightless friends are offered 
their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 
3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive into 
the Academy's live coral tank and offer live 
explanations of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. 
& 2:30 p.m. Sharks and Rays: Learn about 
the Reef Lagoon’s residents. Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: 
Get up close and personal with some of the 
Academy's scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 
3:30 p.m. NightLife: Weekly afterhours party 
featuring dance music, drinks, scientific 
presentations, hands-on activities, and more 
for people who like to pair their intellectual 
curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. 
$10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 55 
Music Concourse, San Francisco, 379-8000, 
calacademy.org. 


Chinese Historical Society of America. The 


Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the 
course of Chinese-American immigration 
from the 19th century to today via photo- 
graphs, artifacts, and historical narratives. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 965 Clay, San 
Francisco, 391-1188, chsa.org. 


Conservatory of Flowers. Garden Railway: 


1915 Pan-Pacific: Garden Railway displays 
miniature replicas of World's Fair attrac- 
tions. Through April 10, 2016. $8. 100 John 
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F. Kennedy Drive, San Francisco, 666-7001, 
conservatoryofflowers.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lamp of the 


Covenant: Dave Lane, often described as 
“an outsider artist,” has repurposed 6 tons 
of steel into a 90-foot sheath of globes, 
light bulbs, old tools, and other objects that 
hang over the museum's central lobby. Like 
the eternal light that can be found in every 
synagogue, Lane’s gigantic lamp can be seen 
as a symbol of higher connection — both 
literally and figuratively. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Hardly Strictly Warren 
Hellman: Anyone lucky enough to meet 
Warren Hellman, or see him perform at his 
signature cultural creation, Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and hu- 
manity that emanated from his being (and his 
banjo). The Contemporary Jewish Museum 
assembles rarely-seen videos of Hellman’'s 
performances in Golden Gate Park, along 
with special personal possessions like a 
banjo signed by star performers and a jacket 
covered with rhinestones and a Star of David. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Chasing Justice: The exhibition Chasing 
Justice is inspired by the biblical exhortation 
of Deuteronomy (16:20) to “pursue justice.” 
Arnold Mesches, Joby Barron, and Robbin 
Henderson have produced bodies of work that 
explore different approaches to this Jewish 
commitment. All have resulted in a variety 
of engagement with the government from 
surveillance to arrest. Thursdays, 11 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays-Sundays, 
Tla.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Feb. 21. $12. 
www.thecjm.org. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
655-7800, thecjm.org. 


de Young Museum. Portals of the Past: The 


Photographs of Willard Worden: This flashback 
photo show magically transports viewers 
to old San Francisco, where you can see the 
original Cliff House, turn-of-century China- 
town, the 1915 Panama-Pacific International 
Exhibition, and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 14. 50 Hagiwara 
Tea Garden Drive, San Francisco, 750-3600, 
deyoungmuseum.org. 


Exploratorium. Full-Spectrum Science: Explor- 


atorium scientist Ron Hipschman lets you 
have fun with physics via hands-on activities 
and demonstrations that explore physical 
phenomena like sound, color, temperature, 
etc. Fourth Thursday of every month, 8 p.m.; 
Fourth Sunday of every month, 11a.m., 2 & 
3:30 p.m. Tactile Dome: One of the Explorato- 
rium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one’s awareness of the 
sense of touch — reopens at the new location 
after a slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
$12-$15 (in addition to regular museum 


MONDAY 


12/28 





Comedy 


DURST CASE SCENARIOS 


Comic wrap-ups of the past year’s headlines always contain high laugh potential, 
and longtime satirist Will Durst makes such material sting and shine. Known for 
his insightful observations on politics, culture, and human stupidity, Durst will 
lampoon the events of 2015 in his 23rd annual Big Fat Year End Kiss Off 
Comedy Show. In this touring performance, Durst and fellow “merry prank- 
sters’ Johnny Steele, Debi Durst, Michael Bossier, Mari Magaloni, and Arthur 
Gaus will skewer those who deserve it — targets may include Kim Davis and 
Donald Trump, Durst has hinted — in skits, sketches, and stand-up routines. 
Durst, who The New York Times called “possibly the best political comic in the 
country, hasn’t dumbed himself down or sold his integrity for Hollywood fame. 
He has remained part of the local humor scene and likes to perform for Bay Area 
folks. To bid good riddance to 2015 and get comically fortified for what will 
surely be an interesting year, consider an evening with this bunch. 

Will Durst’s Big Fat Year End Kiss Off Comedy Show XXIII starts at 8 p.m., 
Monday, Dec. 28, at Freight & Salvage Coffeehouse, 2020 Addison St., 
Berkeley. $25; 510-644-2020 or freightandsalvage.org. Anita Katz 


OTHER WORTHY EVENT THIS WEEK 


Stand-Up 


Dean DelRay, a hard-livin’, shit- 
talkin’ comedian, actor, and podcaster 
who regularly draws on his early East 
Bay experiences with heavy metal and 
Harleys, returns home at 8 p.m. at 
Punch Line Comedy Club, 444 Battery 
St., S.E 415-397-7573 or punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 


admission). Permanent Exhibits: The family 
science museum's gigantic new complex 
is split into six separate gallery sections 
that focus on human behavior, senses & 
perception, biology, the environment, and 
much more — all with the Exploratorium’s 
famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 15, San 
Francisco, 528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


GLBT History Museum. “Reigning Queens: 


The Lost Photos of Roz Joseph”: An exhibit 
of photographs taken during the 1970s of 
the Imperial Court to celebrate its 50th 
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anniversary. Sundays, 12-5 p.m.; Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Contin- 
ues through Feb. 1. Free. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting 
Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 30 Years 
of Collecting Art That Tells Our Stories: 
Elisabeth Cornu curates a selection of visual 
art that recalls scenes from the heady, hot, 
turbulent days of gay life from the 1960s to 
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the 1990s. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
4127 18th St., San Francisco, 621-1107, glbthis- 
torymuseum.org. 

Legion of Honor. Breguet: Art & Innovation in 
Watchmaking: Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 10. The Salon Doré: Recently 
restored, this installation recreates the 
extravagant French Neoclassical interior 
of the Hotel de la Trémoille in Paris. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: 
Porcelain from England and continental 
Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 100 34th Ave., 
San Francisco, 750-3600, legionofhonor. 
famsf.org. 

Main Library, Skylight Gallery. Company's 
Coming: The exhibition includes PPIE arti- 
facts, and souvenirs. Through Dec. 31. free. 
100 Larkin, San Francisco, 557-4277, sfpl.org. 

The Marine Mammal Center. Marine Science 
Sundays: Learn about oceans and the wildlife 
within during classroom presentations and 
docent-led tours of the MMC. Second and 
Fourth Sunday of every month, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. 2000 Bunker Road, Sausalito, 
marinemammalcenter.org. 

Museum of the African Diaspora. Alison Saar: 
“Bearing’’: Saar utilizes manipulated mate- 
rials such as glass and tar and found objects 
such as Sugar sacks, mops, and raw cotton 
to merge the historical past with contem- 


CAUTION: 


RED SUN brings you the boldest, highest nicotine ci cigarette i in America. ——— 


Tue 12/29 | Poetry 


WORD OF MOUTH 


Even without the accent, diluted by the modern meter of spoken word, you 
would glean that Lachlan the Bray is not from around here. It’s in the phrasing 
— tuck shop, the high street, Vegemite — that peppers his speech, and the 
smells — eucalyptus, sheep, dusty driveways — that soak his memories. Still, 
Lachlan the Bray knows us; he knows our city, our loves, and our losses. And you 
should know him. At 18, he was given a Young Playwrights Residency by the 
Sydney Theatre Company. Turning to verse, he quickly became a finalist in the 
national Australian Poetry Slam. These days, he calls San Francisco home, and 
he pays very close attention. We are warned that his newest show, Sex, Cyni- 
cism, and Other Small Miracles is “slow, salted, and swollen with sonnets.” 
It is a collaboration with instrumentalist Garrett Riley, better known as the wild- 
eyed frontman of the garage-rock band Hungry Skinny. The topics are both ur- 
ban and urbane the high cost of living, pharmacology, modern love — but 
never smarmy, since Lachlan has already made it heartrendingly clear that refer- 
ences to Bukowski are the bastion of lesser poets and sadder tales. 

Sex, Cynicism, and Other Small Miracles starts at 8 p.m. at Doc’s Lab, 124 
Columbus Ave., S.F. $10-15; 415-649-6191 or docslabsf.com. Silke Tudor 


OTHER WORTHY EVENT THIS WEEK 


Kristee 


Laughs with Ladies 


“Mermaid Show,” featuring women 
with hilarious tales such as Ruby Gill, 
Allison Mick, Kelly Anneken, Chris 
Burns, and host Kristee Ono, starts at 
8 p.m. at Lost Weekend Cinecave, 
1034 Valencia St., S.F. $10; 415-643- 
3373 or lostweekendvideo.com. 
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porary bodies. The historical attachments 
associated with such materials provoke 
conversation about the burdens endured by 
African Americans stemming from the legacy 
of slavery and racial discrimination, both past 
and present. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through April 16. $5-$10. 685 Mission, San 
Francisco, 358-7200, moadsf.org. 


Oakland Museum of California. Bees: Tiny 


Insect, Big Impact: With bee populations de- 
clining across the nation, this family friendly 
exhibit acts as both an introduction to these 
striped insects and a wake-up call about their 
ecological importance. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through July 24. Pacific Worlds: 
From historical artifacts to contemporary 
artwork, this exhibit honors the ongoing influ- 
ence of Pacific Islander cultures in California. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
3. Rituals + Remembrance: Celebrating the 
theme of memorial across cultures, the 21st 
annual Dias de los Muertos (Days of the Dead) 
exhibition, Rituals + Remembrance, explores 
how Latin American, Filipino, Hawaiian, Jap- 
anese, Chinese and other communities view 
death, memory, and healing. Featuring artists 
Nancy Hom, Lilli Lanier, Yvonne Escalante, 
Charles Valeroso, Bryan Keith Thomas, Daniel 
King (aka Safety First), Paco Garcia, Melanie 
Cervantes, and Jesus Barraza, as well as 
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installations created by MetWest High School, 
Sankofa Academy, and the Alameda County 
Public Health Department. Saturdays, 11 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Saturdays, Sundays, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Wednesdays, Thursdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 3. $15.95. museumca. 
org/. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, 
museumca.org. 


Palace of Fine Arts. City Rising: San Francisco 


and the 1915 World's Fair: To commemorate 
the centennial of the Panama-Pacific Inter- 
national Exhibition, the California Historical 
Society presents an exhibit featuring vintage 
images, an animated video, illustrated map, 
architectural remnants from the fair, and the 
PPIE's last remaining structure, the Palace 
of Fine Arts itself. Through Jan. 10, 2016, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. californiahistoricalsociety. 
org. 3301 Lyon, San Francisco, 567-6642, 
palaceoffinearts.org. 


Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live pre- 


sentations about the animals who live at the 
museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, 
San Francisco, 554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-In 


Science Workshop: Each week kids and 
parents can participate in artistic activities 
that illuminate some aspect of science. Sat- 
urdays, 10:30 a.m. $3-$5. Meet the Animals: 
Though the Randall's regular facilities in 
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Corona Heights are temporarily closed, the 
animals who live at the museum will make 
weekly trips down to the Mission for free 
live presentations. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
Drop-In Art Workshop: Get creative with arts 
and crafts projects for children and parents 
alike. Saturdays, 1 p.m. $3-$5. 745 Treat, San 
Francisco, 554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Maritime National Histori- 
cal Park Visitor Center. A Walk Along the 
Waterfront: Historic memorabilia, nautical 
artifacts, slide presentations, and large- 
scale decorative installations recreate the 
sights and sounds of San Francisco's bustling 
shipping and fishing industries in this free 
daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 
499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 447-5000, 
nps.gov/safr. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery (Fort Mason, Bldg. 
A). ‘The Forty Part Motet”: A stunning sound 
installation composed of 40 speakers, each 
of which delivers a distinct voice from the 
Salisbury Cathedral Choir performing Thomas 
Tallis’s 16th-century composition Spem in 
Alium. Through Jan. 18, 2016. Free with RSVP. 
2 Marina Boulevard, San Francisco, 441-4777, 
sfmoma.org. 

The Walt Disney Family Museum. Disney & 
Dali: Architects of the Imagination: Go ahead 
and file this one under “Strange Bedfellows”: 
California's Disney Family Museum and 
Florida's Dali Museum join forces to shed 


light on the unexpected friendship between 
the kiddie cartoon pioneer and the world 
famous Surrealist weirdo, as evidenced by 
letters, photos, paintings, sketches, and 
multimedia entries, including glimpses at an 
unfinished animation project that may have 
been even stranger than Fantasia. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
3.104 Montgomery, San Francisco, 345-6800, 
waltdisney.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Murmur Wall: 
Located by the YBCA steps at 701 Mission, 
this Future Cities Lab installation lights up as 
it incorporates local trending search engine 
results and social media postings. Onlookers 
can offer their own contributions, which feed 
into the data stream, light up the sculpture, 
and reflect the city’s volatile internet habits. 
Through May 31, 2017. Free. Lightswarm: 
This suspended window sculpture turns the 
YBCA’'s glass wall into a glowing parade of 
sound-sensing lights that changes with the 
movements of nearby people and things. 
Through Oct. 31, 2016. Free. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 978-2787, ybca.org. 


THEATER 


“Avenue Q”: Music, Lyrics and Original Concept 
By Robert Lopez and Jeff Marx. Book by Jeff 
Whitty. Directed by Dennis Lickteig. Music 
Direction by Ben Prince. Orchestrations and 
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Arrangements Stephen Oremus. Through 
Jan. 31, 2016, $25-$45. New Conservatory 
Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
861-8972, nctcsf.org. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 
revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 421-4222, beachblan- 
ketbabylon.com. 

“A Christmas Carol”: By Charles Dickens. 
Adapted by Carey Perloff and Paul Walsh. 
Music by Karl Lundeberg. Choreography 
by Val Caniparoli. Directed by Domenique 
Lozano. Through Dec. 27, $25-$180. American 
Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, San 
Francisco, 749-2228, act-sf.org. 

Cinderella: A Family Musical Holiday Panto!: 
Experience a traditional British “Panto” 
holiday show, now a San Francisco tradition. 
Presented by PantoSF and Pollinator Arts. 
Written & Directed by Patricia Miller. Thu., 
Dec. 24, 2-4 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 26, 2-4 p.m.; 
Sun., Dec. 27, 2-4 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 31, 2-4 
p.m.; Sat., Jan. 2, 2-4 p.m.; Sun., Jan. 3, 
2-4 p.m., $28-$50, 1-800-838-3006, info@ 
pantosf.com, www.pantosf.com/. Marines’ 
Memorial Theatre, 609 Sutter, San Francisco, 
marineclub.com/theatre.php. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue 
of songs and sketches that take a humorous 
look at the current food scene. Fridays, Sat- 
urdays, 8 p.m., $34, foodiesthemusical.com. 
Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

“Forever Tango”: Featuring Anna Trebunskaya 
and Dmitry Chaplin. Through Jan. 10, 2016. 
Herbst Theatre, 401 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
392-4400, www.sfwmpac.org/herbst/ht_in- 
dex.html. 

“A Gentleman's Guide to Love & Murder”: A 
music comedy and 2014 Tony Award Winner. 
Through Dec. 27, $45-$75. Golden Gate 
Theatre, 1 Taylor, San Francisco, 551-2000, 
shnsf.com. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, per- 
formance artists, and others take the stage 
at this regular staging of works in progress. 
Mondays, 7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 

“The Mousetrap”: Agatha Christie's The 
Mousetrap, the longest-running show in 
theatrical history, brings the Monskwell 
Manor murder to the Bay Area. (Silke Tudor) 
Sundays, 5 p.m.; Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Through 
Dec. 31, 7 p.m.; Sat., Jan. 2, 3 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 9, $5-$40. The Ashby Stage, 
1901 Ashby, Berkeley, 510-841-6500, www. 
shotgunplayers.org. 

Solo Sundays: A monthly showcase of solo 
performances. Last Sunday of every month, 7 
p.m., $12-$25, solosundays.com. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 
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Dance 


UNTANGLING THE INJUSTICE 


Often absent from general discussions of violence against women, the rights of sex 
workers have center stage in Untangled, a Brown Girl Dancing presentation re- 
searched and performed by East Bay dancer Iris Perkins and her crew. Perkins, who 
has a background in hip-hop and urban contemporary dance and has danced as a 
member of the Loose Change collective, describes the piece as a “cumulative cre- 
ative project” that supports the full decriminalization of sex work and the Interna- 
tional Day to End Violence Against Sex Workers (Dec. 17). The upcoming 
performance is presented in remembrance of sex workers killed by violence. Pro- 
ceeds from Wednesday’s event will benefit Bay Area Girls Rock Camp and the legal 
fund of ESPLER Project Inc., a community-based, erotic-service-provider-led group 
that seeks to empower the erotic community and advance sexual privacy rights 
through legal advocacy, education, and research. The evening will also include a per- 
formance by poet Abas Idris from his Noises of a Native. 

Brown Girl Dancing presents Untangled at 8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 30, at the 
Flight Deck, 1540 Broadway, Oakland. $15; 510-858-7383 or theflightdeck.org. 
Anita Katz 


OTHER WORTHY EVENT THIS WEEK 
Film 


Sci-Fi Interfaces’ Chris Noessel pres- 
ents Strange Days, a high-tech seri- 
al-killer thriller written by James 
Cameron, directed by Kathryn Bige- 
low, and starring Ralph Fiennes and 
Angela Bassett, which takes place on 
New Year’s Eve 1999 but starts at 7 
p.m. at Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., 
S.F. $10; 415-863-1087 or roxie.com. 
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"ENOUGH NE'ER-DO-WELLS AND DRUG ADDICTS TO MAKE IT INTERESTING.’ 


Ballpark Figure 


By Zack Ruskin 


Greg Proops is a comedian 
known by many names. To some, he is 
the Smartest Man in the World (as the ti- 
tle of his podcast proudly proclaims). To 
others, he’s one of the longtime cast 
members of Whose Line Is It Anyway?. 
Some know Proops for his voiceover 
work in films like The Phantom Menace, 
or perhaps as the author of the newly 
released Smartest Book in the World, but 
his most natural talent resides on the 
stage, where his cutting insights and 
wry observations have made him one of 
the most consistently inventive 
stand-up comedians working today. 

Proops’ recorded his newest al- 
bum, In the Ballpark, at the Punch 
Line in San Francisco earlier this 
year. The venue and setting gave him 
a chance to vent on all things Bay 
Area, a topic near and dear to the San 
Carlos native’s heart. (Proops later 
lived in the city for many years.) 

“It has changed quite a lot,” Proops 
says. ‘I think the city is being taken 
over by I.T. douchebags, but I still 
think there’s hope. You can’t drive 
every artist out of the city, and there 
are still enough ne’er-do-wells and 
drug addicts to make it interesting.” 

On In the Ballpark, Proops also 
elaborates on his Giants fandom, 
closing the album with a spot-on 
impression of Bruce Bochy delivering 
what the comic refers to as “a coach 
talking nonsense.” It’s a sentiment 
that resonates beyond baseball, 
and Proops is quick to note that his 
sports-related material is as much 
about Zooey Deschanel slaughtering 
the National Anthem as it is about 
sabermetrics. 

Proops will return to the Punch 
Line at the end of December, with 
a pair of shows on New Year’s Eve. 
While his goal is to deliver his act as 
billed, he concedes that performing 
on the holiday can require being a bit 
looser with his set. 

“People are drunk and waiting for 
the ball to drop,” he explains. “There’s 
a big clock on stage and lots of people 
wearing hats, and they have hooters 
and whatnot, so I try not to get too 
married to the material. If they want 
to go ina different direction, I'll go in 
a different direction.” 

Drunk people can often lead to 
memorable, if not desirable mo- 
ments. Proops recalls one New Year’s 
Eve gig when a member of the audi- 
ence abruptly walked out of the show. 

“I think it’s fantastic to have 
someone walk out of a New Year’s Eve 
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show, because I was like, ‘Where are 
you going? It’s New Year’s Eve. Where 
do you expect to find yourself?” 

Unfortunately for the many com- 
ics who make their living on tour, not 
every incident of crowd interaction is 
quite so entertaining. 

For one thing, there are the 
ubiquitous phones present at every 
show, devices Proops equates toa 
third arm, or an appendage some 
can’t live without. During the 
opening track of In the Ballpark, he 
calls out an audience member for 
being on his phone, a practice Proops 
excels at but wouldn’t mind never 
having to engage in again. 

“It’s not my chief goal in the eve- 
ning to slam someone for half an 
hour,” he says. “I'd really rather do 
my material, but sometimes it’s how 
things end up. If you’ve paid a bunch 
of money to go somewhere, you 
should really sort of try to experience 
what’s happening there instead of 
just being a blathering idiot.” 

Relief has arrived in the form of 
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podcasts, which along with social 
media, has allowed comics like Proops 
to both find audiences that come to 
shows knowing what to expect, and 
also allow comedians to cut show 
business out of the equation. Proops 
calls his podcast a completely person- 
al affair, and one that doesn’t require 
him to keep the distance that stand- 
up requires. 

Touring for his podcast has also 
afforded Proops the chance to travel 
to faraway places like Paris, Amster- 
dam, Hawaii, and Norway. He entices 
his more remotely located audiences 
by speaking extemporaneously on the 
city or town he’s performing in, crowd 
work that he feels communicates a 
level of respect to his audiences. 

“TI see comics go up in London or 
wherever and they just jump right into 
their Hollywood stuff,” he says. “It’s 
like, no one cares about Hollywood. 
When you're in Ireland, why wouldn't 
you talk about being in Ireland?” 

Proops’ riffing skills are a wonder 
to behold. They were so potent that 
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Tom Sawyer, the former owner 
of Cobb’s Comedy Club, once told 
Proops that riffed material was so 
hilarious that when Proops switched 
to the jokes he’d already prepared, 
the audience was sniffing them out 
and not reacting as strongly. He views 
that note as an important lesson 
in how to balance his act. Simply 
put, Proops thrives on the material 
created in the moment, even when 
it fails. 

“Tl riff with whatever’s happening 
in the room,” he says, “because ’m 
a big believer in mistakes. I feel like 
mistakes are an opportunity to follow 
something down a path you didn’t 
expect to go down. That’s where the 
funny is, I think.” 


Feedback@SFWeekly.com 


Greg Proops 

Thursday, Dec. 31, 7 and 10:30 p.m. 
at the Punch Line Comedy Club, 
444 Battery St., 415-397-7573 or 
punchlinecomedyclub.com 
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What you need to 
know about YOUR 


DIVORCE OPTIONS 


Divorce Options is a 3 hour 
educational workshop offered 
monthly, equally appropriate if you 
are married or a state registered 
domestic partner, and whether you 
have children or not. 


Divorce Options is presented on 
the first Saturday of each month and 
once a quarter on Tuesday evenings 
by a panel of collaboratively trained 
attorneys, financial professionals 
and mental health professionals, 
who are members of: 


Collaborative Practice 
San Francisco. 


SATURDAY JANUARY 2, 9:30AM-12:30PM 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 6, 9:30AM-12:30PM 


Special $10 Discount Per Person if 
you Pre-Register on Eventbrite 


@Jewish Community Center (JCC) 
3200 California Street (at Presidio) 


San Francisco ® $45 per person 


ded the at 


www.cp-sf.com 
DivorceOptionsSF@gmail.com 
www.DivorceOptionsInfo.org 
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212 California Street. San Francisco 
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upscale adult dvd & toy store 
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SUGAR PLUM TUCKERED OUT 


Behind The 
Nutcracker 


By A. K. Carroll 


In 1944, the San Francisco Ballet 
debuted the first-ever American produc- 
tion of The Nutcracker, which has en- 
chanted children and dazzled audiences 
every year since. While we focus on the 
spritely spirits waltzing across the stage, 
there is more to the holiday tradition than 
those dancers. 

It takes the right balance of time-honored 
ritual and novel surprise to create the pe- 
rennial magic of a holiday classic like The 
Nutcracker. 

“There’s a certain stableness about 
it,” said the Ballet’s Artistic Director 
and Principal Choreographer Helgi 
Tomasson, whose production debuted 
in December 2004. “[And yet] it never 
feels the same. No performance feels the 
same as the night before.” 

That sentiment is true from all per- 
spectives, whether you're directing the 
movement of the music from beneath 
the dancers’ feet or fluffing their tutus 
as they prepare to leave the wings. 

Head of Women’s Wardrobe Patti 
Fitzpatrick has seen the Ballet through 
three productions (including the original 
Christensen Brothers version) and over 
30 years of Nutcracker performances. 
When Tomasson overhauled the produc- 
tion in 2004 — setting the famous party 
scene in San Francisco during the 1915 
Panama-Pacific International Exhibition 
— it came with a new set of costumes. 

“The costumes we use now are the 
same set [from 2004],” Fitzpatrick said. 
That set includes over 175 costumes, not 
accounting for duplicates, which are often 


necessary when the principals change 
from one night to the next. “There may 
be as many as nine pairs of Snow Queens 
and Kings and only four sets of cos- 
tumes,” Fitzpatrick said. “Those costumes 
have to fit a lot of bodies.” 

When an old costume is retired — a 
size medium Snow Queen, say — a 
new one is brought in. But with a cus- 
tom-built tutu running between $7,000- 
$8,000, costume care is key. “Last year, 
we had some new ones made. This year, 
I’m resurrecting some old ones,” Fitz- 
patrick said. “If we don’t have the same 
fabric, we shop it as close as possible and 
dye it to match.” 

A tutu can last up to 30 years if it’s 
well cared for, but most begin to show 
wear in half that time. Every fall, Fitz- 
patrick and her team spend a couple 
months examining the costumes to see 
which are in need of significant mainte- 
nance, spot-cleaning and mending items 
on a daily basis as needed. Not having 
the dancers don their costumes until 
tech rehearsal helps to extend their lifes- 
pan, as 30-some performances occur in 
barely more than two weeks. 

While Fitzpatrick is offstage fitting 
costumes and fixing braids, Music 
Director & Principal Conductor Martin 
West is under the stage leading the 
four dozen members of the Ballet’s pit 
orchestra. Now in his 11th season with 
the Ballet, West has conducted for the 
entirety of the Tomasson Nutcracker 
production. 

Much like the Fitzpatrick and her 
costumes, West tries not to overdo it 
when it comes to rehearsing his musi- 
cians. “Everyone knows it so well that 
we approach it a different way,’ West 
said. “It’s like putting on old slippers.” 

After 20 years in the job, West has 
conducted somewhere between 300 
and 400 Nutcracker performances. “One 
of my horn players [Keith Green] has 
a running tally,” West said. “He did his 
800th performance last year.” 

Whereas a new piece of music might 
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Erik Tomasson 
San Francisco Ballet in 
Tomasson’s Nutcracker. 


require substantial preparation, West 
keeps Nutcracker practice at a minimum, 
not bothering to bring in the orchestra 
until the tech and dress rehearsals. 

Even after a decade of Tomasson Nut- 
crackers, both West and Fitzpatrick still 
sense excitement in each performance. 

“Each [Nutcracker] has its own 
charms, but this one by far has the best 
battle of all time,” he said, claiming to 
have “one of the happiest orchestras 
I’ve ever come across.’ Coupled with an 
amazing score, West finds no difficulty 
in keeping things fresh. “It’s not even a 
challenge to get into the pit, time after 
time,” he said. 

According to Tomasson, “[The Nut- 
cracker] should be and is magical.” 

For Fitzpatrick, part of that magic 
happens the day of the tech rehearsal. 
“It’s a complete transformation when 
they actually put [the costumes] on and 
you see them on stage under the lights,” 
she said. 

Although Fitzpatrick works during 
most of the performances, she’s still able 
to take the occasional peek. 

“Once it’s up and running, I always 
go and watch it from the back of the 
house,” she said. 

She is especially fond of the Doll and 
the Sugar Plum Fairy. “Each Sugar Plum 
does it a little bit differently when she 
dances with the flowers,” she said. “That 
part just warms your heart.” 

Occasionally, Fitzpatrick will get a 
visit from dancers of Nutcrackers past, 
many of whom bring their children and 
reminisce about their experience. “It’s re- 
ally fun to be a part of,” said Fitzpatrick. 
“If you can't actually be out there per- 
forming, it’s sure nice to be back stage.” 


The Nutcracker 
Through Dec. 31 at the 


War Memorial Opera House 
415-864-2000 orsfballet.org 
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The Whore as 
High Priestess 
of Yule 


Just in time for the Winter Sol- 
stice, I have landed deep in a supremely 
un-ironic rekindling of my teen witch 
phase, rocking giant crystals and tall black 
boots to every holiday party, and casting 
spells in the moonlight. This season, I’m 
celebrating Witchmas. 

Long before Christ’s big birthday 
party took over December, humans 
celebrated the time of year when it is 
darkest and coldest. Mistletoe, holly, 
oranges, and evergreen — along with 
sitting around a fireplace, drinking 
heavily — are just a few of the many 
iconic seasonal traditions shaped by Pa- 
gan and Wiccan religions that predate 
Christianity. The winter solstice, 
which on Dec. 22 marked 
the rebirth of the sun 
and the beginning 
of longer days, is 
a time to reflect 
and relish in 
everything that 
we do have, 
and rekindle 
our hope for 
when the light 
returns. 

I was raised 
by a witch; she 
sometimes uses 
the word Pagan, but 
I have come to under- 
stand that her beliefs are 
more an amalgamation of Native 
folklore, Arthurian legend, and old 
wives’ tales. Throwing salt over her 
shoulder whenever she spilled some, 
using sage and sweeterass to cleanse 
our home of evil spirits, and cutting my 
hair only on a new moon were practices 
that always struck me as just weird 
mom stuff, not witch wisdom. 

Then, in my teenage years, I became 
curious about my own relationship 
with the occult. My best friend and I 
bought candles and incense at Santa 
Cruz boutiques, scared ourselves silly 
with a Ouija board, and eventually got 
pretty good at reading each other’s 
tarot cards. We cast spells hoping to 
make the teenage boys we worshipped 
fall in love with us, and while the effec- 
tiveness of our endeavors were medium 
at best, through those rituals and 
explorations we forged a deep bond of 
sisterhood and friendship that created 
a magic of its own. Our little coven of 
two got us through the trials of our 
adolescence. 

During a time of disempowerment, 
like middle school or middle age, it’s 
attractive to think that there is some 
kind of practice, some kind of witch- 
craft or sorcery that one can use to 
access power. 


Wap 
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Now that I’m a whore, I have rekin- 
dled my crush on the occult, perhaps 
in hopes that I can exercise some kind 
of supernatural control over the forces 
of violence and stigma that plague my 
community. I’m not alone in my rekin- 
dled witch identity. 

“It’s no coincidence that today, a 
lot of the writers I publish ... identify 
as both witches and sex workers and 
see these two identities inextricably 
linked,” says witch scholar Kristen 
Korvette of slutist.com. “Since The 
Burning Times, the fear of female 
sexuality, power, and knowledge has 
driven the persecution of women 
deemed ‘witches, and there is no fig- 
ure who embodies that fear more than 
the whore.” 

In a capitalist patriarchal society, 
women who have the power to make 
men give them money through their 

own mysterious mag- 
ic is a terrifying 
proposition that 
threatens 
to dismantle 
everything. 

Devaluing 

powerful female 
archetypes re- 
minds us that 
women are 
only allowed 
to be powerful 
if they are also 
evil. Those that 
dare to tread 
outside the ex- 
pectations of their 
sex have been often 
been punished. 
“Accusations of witch- 
craft were once used to police 
female behavior (and still are in a stag- 
gering number of countries around the 
world),” Korvette says. 

The persecution of the whore is an 
extension of the devaluation of female 
autonomy and power. Korvette points 
out that, long ago, many whores were 
also healers and midwives, and there- 
fore had access to “the forbidden knowl- 
edge of reproduction and the body that 
the Church strove to keep in the hands 
of the male elite — not to mention a 
thorough understanding of the ‘spells’ 
that seduction requires.” 

Historically, whores and witches 
held the secrets of the creation of life, 
the ultimate power. We do have powers 
that are nothing short of supernatural, 
you see. I see it in the way I can make 
someone feel like there is no one else 
on the planet, and how my gut always 
senses danger before my brain does. 

I feel it in the way my best friend 
always knows what I’m thinking, and 
how my mother is always right. 

So this solstice, light a candle and 
say a prayer for the witches and the 
whores out there. Our power is nothing 
short of a Witchmas miracle. 


TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 


Centerfolds invites you to our 


NakedNewYearsEveBash 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 31ST 


9PM - 2AM 


» Ask management for your invite ---- 





Thank you for being a loyal customer! 


Complimentary Champagne, Appetizers 


ex Party Favors included 


391 Broadway at Montgomery | North Beach 
415.834.0662 www.CenterfoldsSF.com 


f #CenteroldsSF G @SF Centerfokis ¥ 
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BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM 
2016 ACADEMY AWARDS® 


“FULL OF LIFE... 
A STUNNING DEBUT.” 


Nicolas Rapold, Ehe New York Eimes 


"ONE OF THE BEST 
FILMS OF THE YEAR.” 


Stephanie Zacharek, TIME MAGAZINE 
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BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM 


Cohen Media Group Presents 


A film by DENIZ GAMZE ERGUVEN 


PARENTS TRENCH 
e <p COHEN MEDIAGROUP 
PG13'= €oehenMedia.net [- 


PESSEALES SSeS) OPERA PLAZA CINEMA 
ARIA - Ms 4 ee i 5 601 VAN NESS AVENUE NEAR SAN FRANCISCO'S CIVIC CENTER 415-771-0183 


AMPAS Members: Your membership card & photo LD. will admit you & a guest fo any show Mon—Thurs (space permitting, holidays excluded). 
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OF THE YEAR! 
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A TRIUMPH! 
FLAWLESSLY ACTED, 
SENSITIVELY WRITTEN AND 
DIRECTED, AND DEEPLY, 

INTENSELY IMPORTANT” 


Rofling Stone , PETER TRAVERS 
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VERY BEST FILMS. 
I WANTED TO CHEER!” 


FROM A NOVEL BY THE AUTHOR OF THE TALENTED MR. RIPLEY 
DIRECTED BY TODD HAYNES 
FOR A SCENE OF 
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FILM REVIEWS 





Daddy's Home 


1. 


Daddy’s Home 
Rated PG-13. Opens Thursday at 
Century San Francisco Centre 9. 
If awards were given out for Success in 
Product Placement, Daddy’s Home 
would take home the gold. Sixty sec- 
onds in, the filmmakers announce the 
first entry on their list of pos-mens (or 
“positive mentions,” per 30 Rock). An 
automobile, mentioned by make and 
model, drives its shiny gold body across 
the screen. With that establishing shot 
of commercially canned sunshine, the 
producers target their demographic: 
middle-aged, straight, white male sub- 
urbanites. Will Ferrell, in full naif Elf 
mode, is the everyman suffering from 
anxiety about his diminished virility 
and potency, both personal and profes- 
sional. In this artificial landscape — 
the set and costume designs look 
repurposed and weary — the act of 
procreation, a man’s erect and ballsy 
powers, is the only measure of his 
worth. Mark Wahlberg plays Ferrell's 
nemesis by sleep-acting through a col- 
lage of bad-boy clichés from every 
movie derivatively inspired by The Wild 
One (1953). He sports a leather-jacket, 
drives a motorcycle and behaves like a 
wound-up automaton set to kill. James 
Marsden took on a similar role earlier 
this year in The D Train, but his por- 
trayal of an aging, sad-eyed stud was af- 
fecting and humane. With stunts and 
gags that appear to be rejects from the 
cutting room floor of the Jackass series, 
there is nothing new to be learned from 
this second pairing of Ferrell and Wahl- 
berg. (Remember The Other Guys from 
2010? Didn’t think so.) Had the lead 
roles been reversed, this might have 
worked as a comedy, but that would 
have required a certain level of imagi- 


nation and engagement. Who needs ei- 
ther when you're driving a brand new 


car all the way to the bank? Jeffrey 


Edalatpour 
Mustang 
Rated PG-13. Opens Friday at the 
Opera Plaza Cinema. 


France’s entry into the Academy 
Awards, Deniz Gamze Ergtiven’s debut 
film Mustang is an often-harrowing 
look at the subjugation of girls in pres- 
ent-day Turkey as they’re groomed to 
become “proper” women. The girls in 
question are five sisters — Sonay 
(Mayda Akdogan), Lale (Giines Sensoy), 
Nur (Doga Zeynep Doguslu), Selma 
(Tugba Sunguroglu), Ece (Elit Iscan) — 
who, after being spied frolicking inno- 
cently and fully clothed at a nearby 
seashore with boys from school, are put 
under house arrest by their uncle (Ay- 


| Masten & 
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berk Pekcan) and grandmother (Nihal 
G. Koldas), the latter of whom checks 
their hymens. Maidenhead status is a 
recurring theme; when Selma is mar- 
ried off against her will and fails to 
bleed on her wedding night, she’s taken 
to the hospital so a doctor can confirm 
her virginity. Mustang often evokes an- 
other debut film, Sofia Coppola’s The 
Virgin Suicides, particularly in its por- 
trait of a teenage girls banding together 
against parents and a world that would 
split them apart and rob them of their 
humanity. But where Virgin Sui- 

cides was an idealized period piece with 
a male-gaze point of view, Mustang is 
about practices that carry on to this 
day. But it’s not without hope, as the 
energy and determination of the sisters 
suggests that change will occur, 
whether the old guard wants it or not. 


Sherilyn Connelly 
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FILM LISTINGS 


ONGOING 


Creed Remember that Greil Marcus essay in 
which he described Bill Pullman's face as 
“a window onto an American defined not by 
hope but by fear’’? With the release of Creed, 
someone will undoubtedly wax rhapsodic 
about Sylvester Stallone’s American face, 
because it's been 40 years since Sly was 
nominated for Best Actor in a Leading Role 
for Rocky. In reprising the role, this time as a 
supporting character, Stallone’s expressions 
exude an abashed, aw-shucks approach to the 
audience, the hound-dog droop of his eyes 
telegraphing the question all movie stars ask 
when past their prime: ‘You haven't forgot- 
ten what | once meant to you, have you?” 
Creed attempts to create a new mythology 
(read: franchise) around a young boxer, the 
very fit Michael B. Jordan, by manufacturing 
cheap affection for a ghost of cinema past. 
That Phylicia Rashad’s few minutes on screen 
fill the theater with more honesty and depth 
than the script merits begs the thought: Why 
didn't we get a film about the forlorn and 
lovely Mrs. Creed? Rashad may not have the 
biceps of a boxer, but it’s impossible to dodge 
the full weight of her emotional muscle. It's 
her face, in the end, that’s worthy of a long 
read. )Jeffrey Edalatpour) 

In Jackson Heights Few directors, let alone 
documentarians, can let a movie unspool 
at three hours or more without it seeming 
like self-indulgence or a lack of discipline. 
Frederick Wiseman has long been the ex- 
ception, crafting multi-hour documentaries 
that always justify their length. But more 
than most any other director of any genre, 
Wiseman is compassionate, which is on 
full display in his latest, the 190-minute /n 
Jackson Heights. It's set in seemingly every 
corner of the Queens neighborhood of the 
title, the closest thing to true melting pot 
in America, with a staggering array of im- 
migrants speaking 167 different languages. 
Among the recurring themes is the tension 
between maintaining the traditions of one’s 
home country and assimilating into the 
American way of life, inasmuch as such a 
thing can be clearly defined. Wiseman is not 
without a point of view — it’s clear he’s on the 
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Star Wars: The Force Awakens Rated PG-13. 


Opens Thursday at the Alamo Drafthouse 
New Mission, the AMC Metreon 16, the Cen- 
tury San Francisco Centre 9, the AMC Van 
Ness 14, the Sundance Kabuki Cinemas, the 
Presidio, and the Balboa Twin. To call J.J. 
Abrams's Star Wars: The Force Awakens the 
best Star Wars film since 1980's The Empire 
Strikes Back may not seem like a high bar, 
considering the drop-off in quality after that 
first sequel. But The Force Awakens really is 
the best Star Wars film since Empire, and 
the high point of Abrams’s comparatively 
brief filmography. The mechanics of the 
plot are not especially important. It’s a Star 
Wars movie that works from the blueprint 
of the original trilogy, and more so than 
any of those films — even Empire, which at 
the time was a bigger gamble than the first 
film — The Force Awakens is designed to 


be followed by a sequel. What does matter 
is that, of the canonical films, it’s the first 
in which the humans actually behave and 
talk like recognizable people. It's appro- 
priate that the first moment released to 
the public way back in November 2014 was 
of Finn (John Boyega) suddenly entering 
the frame from below, sweaty and out of 
breath. We hear Boyega’s heavy breathing 
throughout The Force Awakens as much as 
if not more than Darth Vader's in the original 
film — and where that was an affectation of 
sorts, here it’s key to his character. Finn 
is in over his (mostly maskless) head big 
time, as he gets involved with the struggle 
against the Empire-redux First Order, along 
with scavenger Rey (Daisy Ridley), and the 
reluctantly returning Han Solo (Harrison Ford) 
and Chewbacca (Peter Mayhew). There's 
hints of the Hero's Journey in Finn's arc — it’s 
called the mono-myth for a reason — but his 
actions seem more motivated by a relatable, 
character-driven panic than the dictates of 
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the script. Ford seems invested in Han Solo 
to an unprecedented extent, and he doesn't 
revisit his actorly tic of constantly pointing 
at himself. (Re-watch the first film. He did 
it all the time.) Carrie Fisher famously said 
that when she read the first Star Wars script, 
she wanted to play Han Solo because Han 
was a better part. But even with Ford around 
as Han, Daisy Ridley's Rey is the new Han, 
the kind of part that women just didn’t get 
back then. Not that Leia didn’t hold her 
own, but Rey often drives the story — and 
occasionally the Millennium Falcon. There are 
CGI creatures and vistas, to be sure — that 
instantly iconic beached Star Destroyer 
wasn't built out in the desert for real — but 


the advancements in visual effects in the 
decade since Revenge of the Sithresult ina 
film that feels grounded even in scenes that 
were necessarily shot against a greenscreen. 
(That's still easy to screw up, as evidenced 
by Peter Jackson's Hobbit films.) The actions 
have weight and consequences, and the 
screen time given to light saber shenani- 
gans is borderline restrained. The extent to 
which The Force Awakens sticks the landing 
is something that should be savored before 
further sequels and spinoffs start piling up. 
And, for those looking for spoilers: BB-8 
is indeed totes adorbs, and Stormtrooper 
Wilhelm gets his ass kicked again. Poor guy, 
it happens every time. (SC) 


Berlin 

& Beyond 
Film 
Festival 


20 


Anniversary 


New Films from Germany, 


A ' al te . & itvor f 
Austria & Switzert 


JAN 14-17, 2016 
Castro Theatre 
San Francisco 


JAN 18-20, 2016 
Goethe-Institut 
San Francisco 


side of those trying to keep the neighborhood a 
from falling prey to the gentrifying forces of RS Sara ee ape 


the “Business Improvement District” — but me 
he lets the people speak for themselves, eee OC Cenine aL DAY. 


and the time he gives to the struggles of 

: F DALY CITY SAN FRANCISCO SAN FRANCISCO 
the local transgender women is especially Century 20 Daly City & XD Century San Francisco Centre 9 Sundance Kabuki Cinemas 
remarkable, considering the film was di- (650) 994-2488 (415) 538-8422 (415) 929-4650 


rected by an 85-year-old straight man. In —_| EAST BAY Oakland - Renaissance Rialto’s Grand Lake SAN JOSE 

i Pleasant Hill - Century 16 Downtown Pleasant Hill & XD San Jose - Century 20 Oakridge & XD 
JACKSON EIGMES ISA WOK DY UAE TAreSt Or |i ih City Contiry 25 Union Landing & XD Santa Clara - AMC Mercado 20 
creatures: someone with an unbridled love 


mane SEE IT AT THESE THEATERS IN 70MM 














Tickets, film details, trailers 
and information at: 
BERLINBEYOND.COM 


Presented by 


O GOETHE 
G INSTITUT 


vonnect @BerlinBeyond 


f¥uG 





SFWEEKLY.COM LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THE CALENDAR EAT& DRINK MUSIC DECEMBER 24-30, 2015 29 


Youth Paolo Sorrentino’s grand Youth is of 
a piece with his 2013 The Great Beauty, 
but more accessible to those who are not 
invested in the state of Italian culture. Set en- 
tirely at a very expensive-looking spain the 
Alps, Youth spends much of its time with three 
characters: Fred (Michael Caine), a retired 
composer who refuses constant offers to 
perform his most famous work for the Queen; 
Mick (Harvey Keitel), a director writing his 
next film; and Jimmy (Paul Dano), a youngish 
movie star trying to escape the typecasting 
from the sci-fi flicks that made him famous. 
In its setting and themes, Youth bears some 
resemblance to Clouds of Sils Maria, but 
it's far less character-driven, functioning 
more as a lush hangout film, replete with 
Sorrentino’s usual Fellini-esque love of 
non-sequiturs and full-frontal nudity. (Also, 
floating. So much floating, and the occasional 
levitation.) A third-act cameo by Jane Fonda 
falls flat, but Caine and Keitel have terrific 
chemistry, and it's hard to believe they've 
never acted together before. Though his films 
like The Great Beauty and Youth tend to stay 
put — geographically speaking — Sorrentino 


still has a knack for framing his constantly 
lovely images like he’s shooting a Cinerama 
travelogue, and they demand to be seen on 
as big a screen as possible. (SC) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


4-Star Theatre. Theeb: In 1916, Theeb lives 


with his Bedouin tribe in a remote part of the 
Ottoman Empire. When his older brother has 
to escort a British officer across the desert, 
Theeb tags along for the adventure. Daily. 
Daddy's Home: Brad Taggart (Will Ferrell) 
is a kindhearted radio executive who wants 
to be the best possible stepfather to his 
wife’s (Linda Cardellini) two children. When 
her freewheeling ex-husband Dusty (Mark 
Wahlberg) breezes back into town, Brad's 
feeling of insecurity quickly develops into an 
inferiority complex. As Dusty demonstrates 
his flair for athletics, home repair and bad- 
boy charisma, Taggart finds himself in a 
no-holds-barred battle to one-up his rival 
and win the approval of his family. Daily. 
2200 Clement, San Francisco, 666-3488, 
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Intsf.com/4-star-theatre.html. 


AMC Metreon 16. Creed: Adonis Johnson 


(Jordan) never knew his famous father, 
world heavyweight champion Apollo Creed, 
who died before he was born. Still, there's 
no denying that boxing is in his blood, so 
Adonis heads to Philadelphia, the site of 
Apollo Creed’s legendary match with a tough 
upstart named Rocky Balboa. Daily. Surprise: 
The day-to-day misadventures of a character 
called Dachui Wang as he navigates though 
various modern and classic situations. The 
little monster Wang Dachui, who was born 
with sharp ears & simple magic, made him 
different from the ordinaries. The local 
monster king, he thought he was. But to 
his surprise, on the one hand, his fate has 
changed since the encounter with Tang Monk, 
Monkey King, Piggy & Sand Monk. On the other 
hand, the meeting with Wang Dachui also 
should have been the great 82nd disaster 
to the four. (English Subtitles, Mandarin) 
Daily. Sisters: When their parents place the 
family home on the market, siblings Maura 
(Amy Poehler) and Kate (Tina Fey) learn that 
they have one weekend to clean out the junk 
from their old bedroom. Unhappy with the 
news, the recently divorced Maura and her 
hotheaded sister make plans to throw one 
final bash to recapture their glory days with 
their former classmates. As the raging party 
begins to spiral out of control, the gals soon 
realize that there may not be a house left to 
sell once the dust settles. Daily. 101 Fourth St., 
San Francisco, 369-6207, amctheatres.com/ 
movie-theatres/amc-metreon-16. 


Balboa Theatre. Popcorn Palace: Every Satur- 


day at 10 a.m. $10 gets ticket plus popcorn 
and drink! 12/26 Star Wars: The Force Awak- 
ens. Saturdays, 10 a.m. Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens: Thirty years after defeating the 
Galactic Empire, Han Solo (Harrison Ford) 
and his allies face a new threat from the 
evil Kylo Ren (Adam Driver) and his army 
of Stormtroopers. Daily. 3630 Balboa, San 
Francisco, 221-2184, balboamovies.com. 


Castro Theatre. Charlie Chaplin Double Feature: 


Watch two classic Charlie Chaplin films back 
to back. City Lights: Talkies were well en- 
trenched when Charles Chaplin swam against 
the filmmaking tide with this classic that is 
silent except for music and sound effects. 
The story, involving the Tramp's attempts to 
get money for an operation that will restore 
sight to a blind flower girl, provides the star 
with an ideal framework for sentiment and 
laughs. Modern Times In Chaplin's enduring 
classic, the Little Tramp is bounced into the 
ranks of the unemployed and teams with 
street waif Paulette Goddard to pursue bliss 
and a paycheck. Their misadventures include 
a roller-skating night watchman, a singing 
waiter whose hilarious song is gibberish, a 
jailbird and more. Tue., Dec. 29, 3:30, 5:15, 7 
& 8:45 p.m. 429 Castro, San Francisco, 621- 
6120, castrotheatre.com. 


Clay Theatre. The Rocky Horror Picture Show: 


The Bawdy Caste performs onstage while the 
ultimate cult film plays in the background. 
Last Saturday of every month, 11:59 p.m. $9- 
$10. Youth: A poignant tale of how we each 
find our own passion in life, starring Michael 
Caine, Harvey Keitel, Rachel Weisz, Jane 
Fonda and Paul Dano. Daily. 2261 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 267-4893, www.landmarktheatres. 
com/san-francisco/clay-theatre. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. Brooklyn: A 


young Irish immigrant (Saoirse Ronan), 
navigating her way through 1950s Brooklyn, 
must choose between two countries when her 
new vivacity is disrupted by her past. Daily. 
Carol: Cate Blanchett and Rooney Mara star 
as women from different backgrounds who 
find themselves feeling a forbidden attraction 
in1950s Manhattan. Daily. The Danish Girl: A 
love story inspired by the lives of artists Lili 
Elbe and Gerda Wegener, as they navigate 
Lili's journey as a transgender pioneer. 
Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
san-francisco/embarcadero-center-cinema. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly 


thematic film screenings presented in the 
Kanbar Forum by the Exploratorium’s Cinema 
Arts program. Saturdays. Free with museum 
admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 528-4444, 
exploratorium.edu. 


Opera Plaza Cinema. Beasts of No Nation: 


Idris Elba stars in the gripping tale of a child 
soldier torn from his family to fight in the civil 
war of an African country. Daily. Hitchcock/ 
Truffaut: In 1962, Francois Truffaut persuaded 
Alfred Hitchcock to sit for an interview 
in which the great British director would 
share the secrets of his cinema. Daily. Peggy 
Guggenheim: Art Addict: The incredible, 
dramatic life of art icon Peggy Guggenheim 
is revealed in this fascinating portrait. Daily. 
Room: Brie Larsen stars in a remarkable and 
touching exploration of the boundless love 
between a mother and her child. Daily. 601 
Van Ness, San Francisco, 267-4893, www. 
landmarktheatres.com/market/SanFrancisco/ 
OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 


Presidio Theatre. The Good Dinosaur: Luckily 


for young Arlo, his parents (Jeffrey Wright, 
Frances McDormand) and his two siblings, 
the mighty dinosaurs were not wiped out 65 
million years ago. When a rainstorm washes 
poor Arlo (Raymond Ochoa) downriver, he 
ends up bruised, battered and miles away 
from home. Good fortune shines on the 
frightened dino when he meets Spot (Jack 
Bright), a Neanderthal boy who offers his 
help and friendship. Together, the unlikely 
duo embark on an epic adventure to reunite 
Arlo with his beloved family. Daily. Spotlight: 
In 2001, editor Marty Baron of The Boston 
Globe assigns a team of journalists to inves- 
tigate allegations against John Geoghan, an 
unfrocked priest accused of molesting more 
than 80 boys. Led by editor Walter “Robby” 
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Robinson, reporters Michael Rezendes (Mark 
Ruffalo), Matt Carroll and Sacha Pfeiffer 
interview victims and try to unseal sensitive 
documents. The reporters make it their 
mission to provide proof of a cover-up of 
sexual abuse within the Roman Catholic 
Church. Daily. Joy: A story of a family across 
four generations, centered on the girl who 
becomes the woman who founds a business 
dynasty and becomes a matriarch in her own 
right. Facing betrayal, treachery, the loss of 
innocence and the scars of love, Joy becomes 
a true boss of family and enterprise in a world 
of unforgiving commerce. Allies become 
adversaries and adversaries become allies, 
both inside and outside the family, as Joy's 
inner life and fierce imagination carry her 
through the storm she faces. Starting Dec. 
25. Daily. The Big Short: A story of a family 
across four generations, centered on the 
girl who becomes the woman who founds a 
business dynasty and becomes a matriarch in 
her own right. Facing betrayal, treachery, the 
loss of innocence and the scars of love, Joy 
becomes a true boss of family and enterprise 
in a world of unforgiving commerce. Allies 
become adversaries and adversaries become 
allies, both inside and outside the family, as 
Joy's inner life and fierce imagination carry 
her through the storm she faces. Starting 
Dec. 25. Daily. 2340 Chestnut, San Francisco, 
176-2388, Intsf.com. 


Roxie Theater. We'll Always Have Paris: A noir 


double-bill with 1956 French hustler film 
Bob the Gambler and the crowning classic 
Casablanca. (Silke Tudor) Dec. 25-26, 7 p.m. 
$10. Strange Days: Sci-Fi Interfaces’ Chris 
Noessel presents Strange Days, a high- 
tech serial-killer thriller written by James 
Cameron, directed by Kathryn Bigelow, and 
starring Ralph Fiennes and Angela Bassett, 
which takes place on New Year's Eve 1999. 
(Silke Tudor) Wed., Dec. 30, 7 p.m. $10. 3117 
16th St., San Francisco, 863-1087, roxie.com. 


Sundance Kabuki Cinemas. The Hateful Eight: 


While racing toward the town of Red Rock 
in post-Civil War Wyoming, bounty hunter 
John “The Hangman” Ruth (Kurt Russell) 
and his fugitive prisoner (Jennifer Jason 
Leigh) encounter another bounty hunter 
(Samuel L. Jackson) and a man who claims 
to be a sheriff. Hoping to find shelter from a 
blizzard, the group travels to a stagecoach 
stopover located on a mountain pass. Greeted 
there by four strangers, the eight travelers 
soon learn that they may not make it to 
their destination after all. Daily. 1881 Post, 
San Francisco, 346-3243, sundancecinemas. 
com/kabuki.html. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. “The 


Sprawl”: A video installation covering the 
propaganda of misinformation on the inter- 
net. Through April 3, 2016. $10. 701 Mission, 
San Francisco, 978-2787, ybca.org. 
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BS ARUAL > PULLING THE PLUG 


Obscure 
Goodbyes 
of 2015 


Our annual roundup of foot- 
note TV people gone too soon. 


James Best (b. 1926) 

This guy not only appeared on one of my 
favorite Twilight Zone episodes (‘Jess- 
Belle”), but he popularized one of my fa- 
vorite put-downs, “dipstick.” He’s best 
known for portraying Sheriff Rosco P. 
Coltrane on The Dukes of Hazzard, who 
bumbled his way through Hazzard 
County with his trusty basset hound, 
Flash. Coltrane constantly referred to his 
deputy as a “dip- 





Lynch in the ’70s while doing various be- 
hind-the-scenes things for his film Eras- 
erhead — that’s when he first brought up 
how amazing he thought she’d look cra- 
dling a birch. He created the role of Mar- 
garet Lanterman just for her when his 
about-to-return TV show debuted in the 
early 90s, and her character became one 
of the easiest things to dress up as for 
Twin Peaks parties. 


Bud Paxson (b. 1935) 
Here he is, folks, the man who can be 
blamed for the Home Shopping Net- 
work. Paxson got his start in radio, own- 
ing the aptly named station WACK in 
New York. Ona lark, he decided to try 
and unload some homely avocado-green 
can openers on air (as opposed to run- 
ning an actual commercial for them), 
and was reportedly baffled at the quick 
response from 


stick,” so much so over 100 desper- 
that it seeped into ate housewives. 
the modern Amer- Once he figured 
ican lexicon in such out there was a bil- 
a way as to force lion-dollar indus- 
the dorkiest of us try to be had in 

to pull over when- hawking crap to 
ever we saw a street people who kept 
sign that said “DIP” their phone right 
so we could take next to their televi- 
ironic pictures of sion, he went on to 
our drunk friends. | —___________________4 a, just that. Pax- 
As many erudite *) BY KATY ST.CLAIR +) son was also an 
scholars have evangelical Chris- 
pointed out, the tian, taking the 


word was actually a watered-down ver- 

sion of “dipshit,” which first emerged in 
the 1970s, according to the Oxford En- 

glish Dictionary. (No, really.) 


Judy Carne (b. 1939) 

Carne was a well-known British TV ac- 
tress before she moved stateside to be 
the butt of many a joke on the schlocky 
’60s variety show Laugh-In. Known as 
the “Sock It To Me’ Girl,” she would fre- 
quently find her enthusiastic, mi- 
cro-mini Austin Powers mambos end 
with buckets of water dumping on her or 
trap doors opening beneath her. Accord- 
ing to her autobiography, she began to 
freakin’ hate the show, which might ac- 
count for her lifelong battle with heroin 
addiction. Or maybe her short-lived 
marriage to Bert Reynolds was the cul- 
prit? She claims he ditched their honey- 
moon to go watch football. (She also 
slept with Warren Beatty, but who 
didn’t?) Still, there’s something sadly po- 
etic about a woman whose claim to fame 
was getting hammered by stage props 
ending up with a problem of, well, get- 
ting hammered. 


Catherine E. Coulson (b. 1943) 
Usually, when a Hollywood director tells 
a young actress that he wants to see her 
holding a huge log, it is some sort of cast- 
ing-couch come-on. But when that per- 
son is David Lynch, well, it’s just a 
surrealist being literal. This is how Coul- 
son eventually became known as The 
Log Lady from Twin Peaks. She first met 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


wealth teachings of Jesus to heart. (At 
press time, his soul was reportedly still 
trying to press a camel through the eye 
of a needle.) Starting the PAX Network 
(now known as Ion) when he found no 
“family friendly” choices on cable, he 
took regular filth like Touched By An An- 
gel and Highway To Heaven and bleeped 
out all the naughty bits. Paxson’s great- 
est contribution, however, was his role in 
making Noam Chomsky’s nightmare of 
manufactured consent come true, by 
paving the way for product placement. 


Eugene Patton (b. 1932) 

When you heard the opening strains of 
Count Basie’s ‘Jumpin’ At The Wood- 
side” and then heard Chuck Barris squeal 
out, “Gene Gene, the Dancin’ Machine!” 
you knew The Gong Show was in full 
swing. A portly black man with really big 
front teeth and a bigger smile would 
scoot out and shake it up, causing every- 
one else in the studio to do the same. He 
was technically just a stagehand, but 
Barris, like all great Hollywood moguls, 
saw something greater in Patton and 
gave him a regular spot on the Master- 
piece Theater of shite. Fun facts: Patton 
was born in Berkeley and was the first 
African-American member of the stage- 
hands’ union. Sadly, he lost both of his 
magic legs to diabetes later in life, a 
tragic coda to an exemplary career. 


Rest in peace, friends. 


KatyStC@Yahoo.com 
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ORO EN COMIDAS 


Gold Standards 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


If there are still people who are 
annoyed by the small-plates-with-cock- 
tails phenomenon, apologies: That battle 
is officially lost. The model is here to stay. 
But at Oro, chef-owner Jason Fox’s fol- 
low-up to the Mission’s highly regarded 
(and Michelin-starred) Commonwealth, 
tinkers with it. 

It’s pointless to try to nail down 
Oro’s culinary theme, since “Califor- 
nia-Mediterranean” is a license for chefs 
to do almost anything. Instead, Fox 
plays with form. For instance, there’s a 
$75 blind tasting option, although you 
can specify one dish and have the kitch- 
en build a meal around it — a small- 
plates feast, with one eye peeking. And 
there are “single bites” that come before 
the small plates — “smaller plates,” if 
you like, similar to hors d'oeuvres before 
the appetizers at a cocktail party. 

Residual preciousness aside, Oro 
is a fantastic sophomore effort. Those 
single bites should not be skipped. The 
sea urchin (with scrambled egg, pickled 
jalapeno, and grilled bread, $6) was par- 
ticularly good: The “grilled bread” (i.e., 
toast) had enough chew to support the 
almost oatmeal-like egg and the gonad. 
Vampiric and hot, the eyehook skewer 
of grilled lamb hearts ($5) cooled itself 
off in eucalyptus and yogurt but not be- 
fore imparting smokiness to everything 
else I tasted for the next minute or so. 

Onward to the small plates, starting 
with a small bowl. The almond gazpacho 
($9), a testament to how fun it is to play 
with an immersion emulsifier, was as 
woody, nutty, light as can be, with a love- 
ly acidic contrast in the form of halved 
grapes. Topped with wrinkly nori like 
wizard staffs, the fluke crudo ($17) made 
great use of one of my favorite vegeta- 
bles, the criminally underexploited kohl- 
rabi. “Bacon dressing” sounds like Guy 
Fieri-Flavortown, but here, it makes the 
dish work at both levels, macro (the fish) 
and micro (umami bits in the sauce). 

The fried pig ears ($15) with whipped 
buttermilk and a chili sauce could be 
ripped from the Danny Bowien playbook 
— and what do you know, Common- 
wealth and Mission Chinese Food are 
practically next door neighbors. Braised 
and sweetened almost to the point of 
caramelization, it’s a lot of gluey offal for 
two people to put away, but damn, you 
should do your best. Even better was the 
grilled pork sausage ($18) whose soft, 
almost pillowy texture was unlike any- 
thing I’ve ever had. It’s effectively a new 
genus of sausage, and the parsnips and 
lentils softened it in a different sense, 
rounding off that back-of-the-palate 





zing. There was only one flop, the pump- 
kin “cooked in the embers” and in brown 
butter with créme fraiche and marjoram 
($11). It was the embers that spurred us 
to order it, but there was no trace of fire 
in this wet, stringy affair — and barely 
any of butter or marjoram, either. 

At $39-$72 each, Oro’s four 
large plates invert the small-plates 
let’s-share-everything small-plates phi- 
losophy: They’re for two. We opted for 
the roasted whole rock cod, and, as if 
reading my mind, our server said, “You 
can eat the eye, but I wouldn’t recom- 
mend it.” Anything but homogenous, 
the cod was salty in 
some spots and fatty 
in others. Its skin, 
instead of curling 
around the edges or 
otherwise coming 
separated from the 
flesh, somehow in- 
tegrated back into 
the fish. Although 
the gypsy-pep- 
per-and-celery salsa was clean and fresh, 
it was unceremoniously plopped on top. 
Apart from that, it was a dazzling dish. 
The server's suggestion of Bordeaux (Les 
Cadrans de Lasségue) was a good one, 
and she was right about the eye, too. 
Impossible to chew. 

A word on cocktails: They’re excel- 
lent, and vodka-free. However evanes- 
cent the Visions of Johanna ($14) might 
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8 Mint Plaza, 
415-974-1212 or orosf.com 
Hours: Mon-Thu, 5:30-10 
p.m.; Fri-Sat, 5:30-11 p.m., 


sound, its combination of Chinese five 
spice and the vanilla campfire that is 
lapsang souchong-infused rye turned 
out to be anything but. This is a mas- 
terful cocktail, whose flavors seemed to 
roll in waves. A little less elegant but still 
mighty fine, the November Rain ($13) 
was like a turmeric-tequila Cosmo. (I 
have to confess I’m dying to try to the 
Octopus’s Garden, a $105 gin-and-Aper- 
ol concoction for four. Someday.) 

For dessert, if you want to go out on 
an uncomplicated sweet note, you are 
S.0.0.L. Instead, you'll find things like 
a honey-poached pear with Jerusalem 
artichoke ice cream 
and crumble ($12). 
More quince than 
pear — in a good 
way — it used the 
ice cream like a co- 
medic straight man. 
And while there 
are Madeiras and 
Sauternes, a note at 
the bottom of the 
dessert menu is designed to tickle San 
Francisco’s erogenous zone: “Amaro cart 
available upon request.” 

In other words, with minimal whee- 
dling, we snagged a flight of rare li- 
queurs, most of which I'd never had, and 
some of which were mercilessly, medici- 
nally bitter. The Santa Maria del Monte 
was the best of the lot, woody and her- 
baceous and satisfying in its ability to 


Oro 
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Kevin Kelleher 


Fried pig ears 


cut through everything we'd eaten. 

The two-tiered space is difficult to 
comprehend in its entirety without 
walking around it. It isn’t that Oro has 
rooms or even alcoves, but like a casino 
gaming floor, it’s hard to grasp. We sat 
against a curtained wall that, as we were 
told, partitioned the restaurant off from 
the lobby for the adjacent residences. 
Mint Plaza is a unique place. 

Oro’s easy affluence is also around 
the block from the SROs and suffering of 
Sixth Street. Consequently, the juxtapo- 
sitions are uncomfortable to anyone with 
a conscience. To be clear, there’s a big 
difference between saying, “Eww, home- 
less guys, gross” and feeling stabbed with 
guilt that you're sidestepping human 
suffering on your way to eat like a sultan. 
The Oro team has to be cognizant of this, 
if for no other reason than that Com- 
monwealth makes it clear a portion of its 
six-course, $80 tasting menu receipts are 
“donated to a local charity.” 

At the same time, I can’t help but no- 
tice the difference in the names. “Com- 
monwealth” suggests the public good, 
while “Oro” — a nod to the Old Mint 
— connotes the riches of empires. San 
Francisco’s motto is Spanish for “Gold 
in peace, fire in war.” It’s lofty nonsense. 
Just plain “Oro” would suffice. 


PKane@SFWeekly.com 
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Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 

23/77 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 
www.lanoterestaurant.com 


CASTRO 


Dapper Dog Premium Hotdogs 
417 Castro St, San Francisco 
(415) 553-6332 
dapperdog.sf@gmail.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 

3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 

3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 

(415) 346-4900 

lasansf.com 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


The New Spot 
632 20th St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-0556 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 
333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John’s Grill 

63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsegrill.com 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


The Original Tommy’s Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 

425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 

439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 


525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 
getaproom.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 

3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 

kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 

401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 

233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 


Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate’s Kitchen 

471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


LAUREL HEIGHTS 


Cal Mart 

585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 

calmartnv.com 


Clay Oven Restaurant & Bar 
2417 First St, Livermore 
(925) 443-4100 
clayovenlivermore.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415).7 57-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 

509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 

Eiji 

317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 

3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 

546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 

1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Mama’s on Washington Square 
1/701 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 362-6421 
mamas-sf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 

1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 

300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


Ganim’s 
1135 18th St, San Francisco 


(415) 282-9289 
ganims.net 


RICHMOND 


India Clay Oven 

2436 Clement St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-0505 
indiaclayoven.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 

2/65 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


DINING YOUT| 


Clay Oven Cuisine of India 
78 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-9194 
clayovensanmateo.com 


Sky Lounge 

76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 


SOMA 


North India 

123 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 348-1234 
northindiasf.com 


Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St-Soma 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 

171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 

goathill.com 


Oasis Grill 

711-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 

oasisegrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
21st-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


SF Vegetarian Society 
9 10th Ave, San Francisco 
(415) 273-5481 « sfvs.org 


Other Avenue’s Co-OP 

3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


WEST PORTAL 


Clay Oven 


385 West Portal Ave, San Francisco 


(415) 731-2400 
clayovensf.com 
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== AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM == 











Prime Rib Nights 


L Hand Made and Fresh 
: Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum su RA 
B 
E Very Nn | elt t L Dumplings 


Won Ton 


Pancakes 





at the Marina's Best Kept Secret aires / iN rs - 


MAA 





TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
win ~WWW.kKingofchinesedumpling.com iin: 
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The Brazen Hea 


Buchanan @ Greenwich / Bar opens at 4pm / Dinner nightly 59m-1am 
Tel: (415) 921-7600 www.brazenheadsf.com 





WORLD FAMOUS 
SINCE 1938 
77 YEARS OF QUALITY, SERVICE, 
AND SAN FRANCISCO HISTORY! 







DINNER MENU! 
AVAILABLE AFTER 5PM! 


— >A llam-3pm & 5-9pm. 
F; Sat: 
12pm-9pm 


25647 Srd Street 


415.829.8999 


439 POWELL STREET SAN FRANCISCO, 


(415 )986-0700 


CA 94102 


LongBridgePizza.com 
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Spaghtti Bros. 
is Your New Bro 


By Ali Wunderman 


Move over frat boys,there’s a 
new bro in the Marina: Spaghetti Bros., to 
be precise. 

This casual yet upscale Italian restau- 
rant took over The Republic’s spot on 
Scott Street back in late October, adding 
to the rich mosaic that is the Marina. 
It’s a perfect example of Bay Area Italian 
dining, with a menu full of traditional 
recipes that have been given modern 
innovations. 

The titular brothers have successfully 
transformed the space from the dingy, 
poorly laid out design of its predecessor 
to a chic destination. Were I not already 
committed, I would want to go here ona 
first date, since the atmosphere evokes 
an intimate feeling, with low lights 
and red candles that keep the mood 
explicitly Italian, while making it very 
challenging to take Instagrammable 
photos. Spaghetti Bros. also boasts an 
impressive cocktail selection, a must- 
have for any respectable courtship in the 
age of Tinder dates. 

The service is friendly but formal, 
with servers who are very attentive to 
the level of water in your glass. They also 
make personal recommendations, which 
is helpful when everything on the menu 
looks delicious. 

For appetizers, my friend and I kept 
it traditional: We ordered the toasted 
raviolis ($8) and Aaron’s garlic bread 
($7). Presumably, Aaron refers to Aaron 
Toensing, one of the three Bros. respon- 
sible for bringing this dining experience 
to fruition. He’s a man who knows his 
garlic bread: Crispy on the outside, soft 
on the inside, and garlicky to excess, just 
as it should be. 

Although I would describe the toast- 
ed raviolis as “fried,” they were extreme- 
ly enjoyable, especially when loaded up 
with the accompanying tangy marinara. 
The only downside was that the dish 
was served with four ravioli — entirely 
too few, given their size. I'd also love to 
see the ravioli replicated as an entree, 
since it could certainly stand on its own 
as such. 

I began my day with a serious 
amount of dental work, so pasta was ex- 
actly what the dentist ordered. Don’t be 
fooled by the simplicity of the menu — 


MUSIC 





AliWunderman 


each item is clearly crafted with a high 
level of attention and creativity. We 
shared the spaghetti ($14) and orec- 
chiette ($16), both of them delightfully 
unique and entirely without pretense. 

The spaghetti was flavorful but un- 
complicated, and, given the romantic 
atmosphere, ideally eaten Lady And 
The Tramp-style. I took some home to 
my Italian fiancé, who gesticulated and 
exclaimed, “Wow, that’s unbelievable. 
That’s the best cacio e pepe I’ve ever had. 
Worth going to that restaurant just for 
this.” Adventurous eaters can add uni to 
this dish for an extra $7. 

There was no orecchiette left over, 
which wasn’t a surprise considering each 
piece of pasta was like a little delight- 





AliWunderman 


ful cheese bomb that exploded in our 
mouths. Complementing the cheese was 
an addition of green chile salsa, which 
gave it the extra dimension it needed. 

Overall, both pasta dishes were deli- 
cious, and I only wish I had the appetite 
and/or pants stretchiness to order 
everything else. Our friendly server 
noticed my note-taking and offered up 
a cool tidbit about their pasta: All of it 
is made in-house, from scratch, with a 
contraption reminiscent of one of those 
Play-Doh magic dough machines (his 
description). So if fresh noodles cooked 
to al dente perfection are your thing, 
Spaghetti Bros. is the place. 

Though our bellies were full, as a 
personal rule, there is always room for 
dessert. If anyone asks, the lemon ricot- 
ta cheesecake was also what my dentist 
ordered, so we split that decadent treat 
and had absolutely no regrets. It was 
rich and creamy, chilled to the right tem- 
perature, and made all the better by the 
tangy huckleberry glaze. 

Spaghetti Bros. has it all: food, ser- 
vice, atmosphere, and a pasta-making 
machine, proof that even bros have 
redeeming qualities. 


Spaghetti Bros. 
3213 Scott St., 415-400-8500, 
spaghettibrossf.com 
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World Famous 
Original 
"Trish Coffee" 


Mon-Fri 
From 9am 


Sat-Sun 








Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 
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Franco- 
Scandinavian 
Volta is Valhall 


by Way of Cieux 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Volta is the long-anticipated 
Franco-Scandinavian follow-up to Per- 
bacco and Barbacco, andas of this evening, 
it’s in its soft-opening phase. Chef Staffan 
Terje’s menu encompasses everything 
from five different preparations of herring 
to boeuf bourguignonne, by way of classics 
like moules normande and salad nicoise, 
which really classes up a stretch of Mission 
between Fourth and Fifth streets that’s 
otherwise the province of pizza and good- 
old Mel's Drive-In. 





Peter Lawrence Kane 


It’s a pretty dazzling space, light- 
filled with lots of brass accents and 
wiry statement chandeliers. Fancy 
banquettes or not, it’s still a food-for- 
ward lunch-and-dinner spot, full of 
oysters and marinated mussels ($12), 
and charcuterie platters that range from 
pork rillette ($13) and pot au feu terrine 
($16) to a Swedish pork shoulder terrine 
called a pressylta ($13). 

As Scandinavian cuisine is in surpris- 
ingly short supply in S.E — there’s Plaj in 
Hayes Valley, but apart from that, it’s Sylt 
lingonberry preserves at a certain blue- 
and-yellow warehouse in Emeryville — 
Volta wisely chose to lavish some atten- 
tion on unfamiliar-sounding cold appe- 
tizers like skagen, (a pink shrimp with 
a dill-and-horseradish sauce, white fish 
roe, and radish, $18) and matjes herring 
($15). It’s bracing, wintry, and a great col- 
lective counterpoint to the richer, French 
entrees, among them a sole meuniere 
lightly fried in brown butter. 

Similar to the savory side of the 
equation, dessert contains a few things 
that might not immediately register 
with American palates. Princess cake, a 
Swedish classic made from sponge cake, 
cream, and marzipan, comes decorated 
with pastel-colored rosettes and other 
accents that belie the depth of its fla- 
vor. Chef Terje insists that, despite its 
gendered name, it’s something that little 
boys would clamor for on their birth- 
days, too. See for yourself when Volta 
has its grand opening on Jan. 6. 
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DISPATCH FROM TERRIFIC STREET HAYS TAC K 


—— PIZZA & ITALIAN RESTAURANT —— 


Operation 
Barbarossa 


By Eloise Porter 


San Francisco has no shortage 
of bars rooted in history. Our city was 
command central for the Gold Rush, we 
felt the burden of Prohibition, and we’ve 
got bars that date to the 1850s, taverns 
that infamously housed Beats, bohemi- 
ans, tycoons, mobsters, miners, prosti- 
tutes, sailors, politicians, and activists. 
Our city is alive with a vibrant and histori- 
cally significant past — one that doesn’t 
shy away from a cozy stool at our favorite 
watering hole. 

Named after a Turkish 
pirate, Barbarossa is a 
North Beach cocktail 
lounge that feels this 
history acutely and 
breathes new life into 
a historic location. 
The building once 
harbored criminals 
and convicts as a 
19th-century jailhouse 
— and Barbarossa has 
kept much of that spirit 
alive. You can find brick 
from the original build- 
ing, sealed-off solitary 
confinement cells, and 
mug shots of infamous 
felons hanging from 


the walls. 


Margo St. 
James 
cocktail 


Long before Bar- isn't your 
barossa opened, the average 
neighborhood was Financial 
a red-light district District hap- 
dubbed the Barbary py hour hang. 
Coast. From dance halls -_ Christi . The cocktails 


and saloons to variety 
shows and brothels, this 
was the center of the city’s 

allure (with all the decadence and 
depravity that went with it). From the 
late 1800s, the area became a holding 
place for booze that thankfully survived 
the earthquake and fires. Barbarossa 
pays homage to the seedy underbelly of 
the city: Its decor is one part modern 
luxury, one part swanky lounge, and 
one part 50 Shades of Grey. Peek around 
at chandeliers hanging from menacing 
metal cages, and photographs of women 
in bondage, along with handcuffs, keys, 
and swords nailed to the walls — all 
steeped in deep red lighting. On week- 
end nights, a DJ inhabits the basement, 
spinning lounge-y tunes befitting a 
downtown New York City cocktail bar 
— maybe the covert destination for illic- 
it affairs and lecherous behavior. 

And what would a lasciviously curat- 
ed bar be without drinks bearing titillat- 
ing names? There’s the Margo St. James, 
a flirty cocktail with gin, Aperol, grape, 
and an unexpected kick from pepper- 
mint water, named for the most famous 
madame of Maiden Lane, who ran a 


SFWEEKLY.COM 



















ihe “a 
Of, 
raphe py by Kevin kale 


high-class brothel for politicians and 
dignitaries (or possibly for the sex-posi- 
tive feminist of our own day who found- 
ed St. James’ infirmary). Lady Killigrew 
was a female Irish pirate from the 19th 
century, and now she’s a tiki-style num- 
ber with rum, pisco, coconut liqueur, 
banana, allspice, and lime. 

Some drinks verge on the saccharine 
side, but there are some gems amidst the 
sea of sweetness. The Bandit’s Way is a 
highlight, with whiskey, bourbon, cereal 
milk, old-fashioned bitters, and Hawai- 
ian nutmeg — a grown-up after-school 
special. It’s sweet and approachable, but 
gets a kick from two whiskeys, and the 
nostalgia element makes sipping this 
drink a pleasure. Barbarossa’s signature ' ’ 
cocktail is the seasonal grog, a take ona < 
beverage consumed by pirates and sail- 
ors that mixes spirits, citrus, and water. 
Grog harkens back to the Barbary Coast’s 
past as the port for eager hopefuls sail- 
ing to San Francisco to pursue their for- 
tunes. As citrus was used to ward off 

scurvy, the spirits were intended 
to keep the water from going 
rancid. This grog may be sweet, 
but it’s transportive in nature. 
Bar consultant Christina 
Cabrera began her career train- 
ing as a cook at the CIA, so her 
cocktails have a culinary 
edge. Ingredients 
like chicory, sage, 
and jasmine 
pop out to the 
discerning 
eye, and you 


realize this Restaurant & Bar 


are minimally 
garnished, which 
is a relief when our 
ee of comparison for 
many of these pirate-inspired 
cocktails are the kitschy, cumbersome 
concoctions of the Tonga Room. 

The food is modest and simple, with 
raw dishes, salads, meat and cheese 
plates, and dessert. It’s food that you 
might have found in the decades before 
automobiles and it’s meant for sharing: 
pastrami sandwiches, oysters, Brussels 
sprouts, pickles, and apple streusel. But 
the nibbles aren’t the main draw here; 
it’s only meant to keep you upright 
as you sit back on voluptuous leather 
couches, sipping cocktails. You don’t 
come to Barbarossa for the food, you 
come for the ambiance. You come after 
dinner at Tosca if your date is going well 
and you want to keep the mood going. 
You come to whisper in your date’s ear 
as you subtly slip your arm around her 
(or his) waist. You come wearing six- 
inch heels, deep red lips, and that little 
black dress. 
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MUSIC J HELLA GOOD YEAR 


The Bay’s Top 9 Albums 


of 2015 





The Bay Area has always been known for innovative music; this year was no exception. 


By Jessie Schiewe 


2015 was a great year for music 
in the Bay Area. Debuts were dropped 
and longtime artists who've been in the 
game for a minute proved they still got it. 

We scoured all sides of the Bay to 
find the best albums (and in some cas- 
es, EPs) from all genres and winnowed 
the list down to this top five. We end- 
ed up with a varied batch, spanning 
multiple genres — no country though, 
sorry — that we feel is exemplary not 
only of the eclectic music scene here 
but of the Bay Area’s diversity. 

It was a series of tough decisions, 
but in the end, these five albums 
stood out from the rest. We chose al- 
bums based not only on their quality 
and cohesiveness, but on their inno- 
vation and overall consistency of good 
tracks. Check out the online version 
of this story with our expanded list 
of Top Albums on our music blog, All 
Shook Down. 
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Conscious / Chill Rap 


Hella Good by Caleborate 

On Hella Good, Berkeley’s Caleborate 
demonstrates that it’s possible to make 
a Bay Area hip-hop record in 2015 on 
your own terms and in your own style 
(i.e.: a record that isn’t hyphy or has an 
E-40 cameo). He started by collecting a 
handful of different producers, finding 
muses in 17-year-old New Jersey 
beatmaker Wonderlust and Belgian 
producer Willem Ardui. Next, he 
reached out to long-time collaborator 
Ian Mckee and HBK’s Kuya Beats, Drew 
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Banga, and 1-O.A.K. This cadre of 
producers (and a couple others) created 
the slate for Caleborate’s instrumental 
chillwave sound and he took it all from 
there. His flow is conversational and 
casual, and he sounds alarmingly 
similar to Chance the Rapper, albeit a 
few octaves lower. Due to the melange 
of producers who worked on this 
project, no two tracks sound alike, 
ranging from slower raps paired with 
thick electric guitar riffs (“Kaytra”) to 
thumping, deep house beats flecked 
with nimble bars (“SMH”). The 22-year- 
old’s tongue-in-cheek, relatable lyrics 
are sprinkled throughout Hella Good, 
along with numerous East Bay 
references that make this project 
uniquely a Bay Area production. 


Adrian Spinelli 


drenched quality is there. 

Ferraro, who tours with Toro y 
Moi as the band’s keyboard player, 
is a classically-trained pianist now 
based in Oakland who had to abandon 
advanced musical studies due to 
severe arthritis. Fortunately, he found 
a way to continue making music and 
has been churning out releases under 
the name Astronauts, etc. since 2012. 
Mind Out Wandering was recorded at 
John Vanderslice’s analog recording 
studio, Tiny Telephone, and, was 
based off of demos that Ferraro made 
from his basement in 2014, as well 
as a few from his college days. Jessie 
Schiewe 


Indie Rock 


Mind Out Wandering by Astro- 
nauts, etc. 

If there’s one thing Astronauts, etc. 
frontman Anthony Ferraro knows how 
to do well, it is balance an album. That’s 
good, because Mind Out Wandering, Fer- 
raro’s debut album under the Astro- 
nauts, etc. moniker, is a rolicking ride of 
human emotions. There’s sadness and 
yearning, excitement and regret. 
Rooted in soft rock, Mind Out Wander- 
ing has an undeniable ’70s twinge, due 
in no small part to its many guitar solos 
and Ferraro’s vocals, which are reminis- 
cent of something you'd hear from 
America. Granted, the songs are a bit 
more serious and contemplative than 
America’s, but that same dreamy, sun- 


Alt-Rock, Neo-Psychedelia 


Bodies by Annie Girl and the Flight 
In a music industry that’s seeing more 
and more rock artists integrating hip, 
7 new electronic beats and bubblegum 
pop vocals, this band is the life support 
fighting for San Francisco’s shrinking 
underground alternative rock/folk 
scene. Filled with dark and dreamy 
tracks, every single waveform within 
Annie Girl & The Flight’s EP Bodies is 
pierced with profound, delicate vocals 
weaved seamlessly between powerful 
guitar riffs and commanding 
percussions. Lead singer Annie Lipetz 
provides a hypnotic voice that adds an 
alluring and mysterious element to 
every song. Tracks like “Antidote” 
demonstrate the true extent of the 








~~ = = = 


TEARS 4 


u 


EYETEIEN 
ADVISOR! 
Cuma 





band’s deep layers, with hypnotic guitar 
sounds that slowly build to thunderous 
climaxes. The somber vocals on tracks 
like “Forms” and “Swans” are 
reminiscent of artists like Mazzy Star, 
and provide heightened and hypnotic 
undertones that put any listener into a 
trance. Bodies marries the disparate 
elements of psychedelia, anthem rock 
melodies, raw grungy guitar riffs, and 
riveting vocals into one complete 


package. David Sokorski 


Hyphy, Gangsta Rap 
Tears of Joy by J. Stalin 


J. Stalin has been releasing a steady 
stream of albums, mixtapes, and com- 
pilations since at least 2006 — so 
many, in fact, that there’s no consensus 
on the number. Tears of Joy, Stalin’s lat- 
est album, was released in October, and 
there’s something about it (The pro- 
duction? The samples?) that makes this 
release stand out from J. Stalin’s other 
works. This is hyphy at its best, with 
thumping 808’s and heavy bass lines, 
and it never gets too dark or gangsta. 
The 23-track (!) album starts off strong 
with “What’s My Name,” a smooth slap 
that seamlessly blends synthy beats 
with a high-pitched chipmunk voice 
sample. Next is “Selling Crack,” a raw, 
candid song about J. Stalin’s childhood 
profession that, despite the grave sub- 
ject matter, manages to be both catchy 
and upbeat. The album is heavily sprin- 
kled with guest appearances from local 
Bay Area artists, such as rappers 
Iamsu!, The Jacka, and Mistah F.A.B., 
and R&B crooners Rayven Justice and 
John Hart. For someone who has 
churned out as much music as J. Stalin 
has, you might expect his music to be 
stale and rote, and yet, Tears of Joy is 
anything but. JS 
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Indie, Surf-Rock 
Headcase by Day Wave 


Hot, salty, and sugar-y sweet, witha 
fine layer of sand between the cracks, a 
few blades of grass, and a ladybug or 
two, Headcase, Marin native Jackson 
Phillips’ debut EP, is the sound of sum- 
mer. It’s that liminal state between 
sleeping and waking, that vantage point 
of looking out the car window when 
you re lying down on the backseat. Call 
it California surf-rock with a little bit of 
dream pop and a sliver of chillwave, but 
whatever it is, it’s unique. The EP 
sounds like it was recorded in the mid- 
dle of a cloud, with its muffled lyrics 
and overall fuzziness (spoiler: it was ac- 
tually recorded in Oakland). Phillips, a 
graduate of the Berklee School of Music, 
has gone through many phases in his 
career as a musician. He started out asa 
drummer, heavily influenced by jazz, 
then turned to singing, and later joined 
a synth-heavy electro pop band. How he 
stumbled into the sweet spot that is 
Day Wave is unclear, but we’re grateful 
for it. Synths might be awesome, but 
amazing guitar riffs that sound like 
something from New Order are pretty 


hard to beat. JS 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Where to 
Party Over 
the Holidays 


By Chris Zaldua 


Christmas time is here / Happi- 
ness and cheer / Or what all partygoers call 
/ The most quiet time of the year. 

Happy holidays, everyone. It’s 
Christmas time in San Francisco. Days 
are more or less over and done with 
by 4 p.m., and the thermostat in my 
apartment reads 62 degrees. There 
are cats and dogs in the windows of 
Macy’s and not one, but two ice rinks 
up (drought be damned). The hill in 
my backyard is finally, finally turning 
green, and for the first time in 2015, 
there is barely a single out-of-town 
marquee guest DJ to be found in the 
whole city. 

The end of the year is always a 
very strange time in the party world. 
Because of Christmas, it’s one of the 
quietest stretches, at least in the 
beginning before it morphs into ab- 
solute party madness for New Year’s 
Eve. This year, both holidays happen 
to fall on weekends, compounding 
the effect. But fret not, partygoers. 
This Christmas weekend might not be 
packed with headliners, but there are 
still a number of notable soirées to be 
had, providing much-needed respite 
from either the tyranny of forced 
family time or loneliness from the lack 
thereof. Remember: On the dance- 
floor, you're among your real family. 
Party on! 
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Deck The Decks at F8; 9 p.m.-late, free; 
feightsf.com. 

On Christmas Eve, F8 is hosting a free party 
with an excellent lineup consisting almost 
entirely of locals. F8's front room will be 
soundtracked by Bob Five, a versatile Bay 
Area DJ known for his Black Magic Disko 
parties and techno-centric sounds; Mike 
Gushansky, formerly of the Bay, who is the 
newest resident DJ for As You Like It and 
has a serious knack for vinyl mixing; and 
Nackt, resident DJ for Output and a killer 
producer, too (check his tape on 100% Silk). 
In the back, there's Petko Nikolov and Alex 
Lin, residents of The Shuffle Co-Op, who dig 
genuine deep house and classic disco, and 
Max Gardner, another Direct To Earth resi- 
dent. 


Bubble Bursting featuring Jeno and 
Pwny at Underground SF; 8 p.m.-2 a.m., 
free; undergroundsf.com. 

Jeno and his Wicked Crew go back in the Bay 
Area — way back. In ‘91, they began throwing 
their now-legendary “full moon parties,” 
kickstarting the Bay Area rave scene. Some 
25-ish years later, they're still at it. Here's an 
opportunity to catch Jeno at work for ex- 
actly zero dollars alongside Bubble resident 
Pwny, who'll be warming up the night. Plus, 
there's a free comedy show in the evening! 


Acid Xmas at F8; 9 p.m.-4 a.m., $5; 
feightsf.com. 

F8 loves the holidays. If you're looking to 
dance to acid house, acid techno, and be- 
yond on Christmas night, this is the (only) 
place to be. F8’s Christmas party last year 
was totally slammed and looks like it will be 
again given that some of the Bay's best are 
on offer. Mike Bee, long-time DJ and owner 


of one of the best record stores in San Fran- 
cisco, Vinyl Dreams, will be playing, as well 
as Vin Sol, resident DJ at the aptly-titled 
Club Lonely and Anthony Mansfield, of Burn- 
ing Man camp Disco Knights. There's also a 
“very special guest.” Who could it be? 


Death Guild X-Mess at DNA Lounge; 9 
p.m-3 a.m., $5; dnalounge.com. 

The longest-running goth/industrial/synth- 
pop club in the United States is Death Guild. 
It's a Monday night institution, a place 
where you can reliably hear Skinny Puppy, 
Wumpscut, Apoptygma Berzerk, and Wolf- 
Sheim all on the same night and dance with 
people wearing furry boots and neon 
dreadlocks. They're also open every year on 
Christmas night for anyone who needs a bit 
of Black Mass to escape the holiday cheer. 
Oh, and on this night, it’s all ages! Which is 
both a blessing and a curse, just like the 
holidays in general. 


Surface Tension presents Jonah Sharp, 
Earthen Sea, and Single Cell Orchestra 
at F8; 10 p.m.-4 a.m., $5 before 11 p.m., 
$10 after; feightsf.com. 

The F8 madness continues with an af- 
ter-Christmas special featuring a slew of Bay 
Area legends. Jonah Sharp, perhaps better 
known as Spacetime Continuum (or half of 
Reagenz, with fellow legend Move D), has 
been a fixture of San Francisco's electronic 
music scene since the beginning, pioneering 
the “ambient techno” sound in the early 
‘90s. Single Cell Orchestra, one Miguel Fierro, 
who came up alongside Sharp, has a gor- 
geous, dreamy sound (and is endorsed by 
none other than Maceo Plex). Earthen Sea is 
a newer S.F. artist with a similarly beautiful, 
dubbed-out ambient techno sound. In F8's 
back room, Surface Tension resident DJs 
(myself included) will be holding it down 
alongside special guest Ghosts on Tape. 


Noise From The Void with TK Disko, 
Conor, Jeno, and more at Monarch; 

9 p.m.-3 a.m., $15; monarchsf.com. 

For the disco-lovers, Jené - profiled above 
— is bringing his Noise From The Void party 
to Monarch after Christmas, featuring L.A. 
artist TK Disko, better known as one-half of 
production outfit Split Secs. Joining them 
are a Slew of the Bay's finest DJs, including 
No Way Back’s Conor and We Are Monsters’ 
Mozhgan. Tunes on offer will likely skew to- 
wards the cosmic disco-acid house end of 
the spectrum. 


David Harness all night at Mighty; 9 
p.m.-3 a.m., free before 11:30 p.m. 

with RSVP; mighty119.com. 

If you live in the Bay Area and love house 
music, you almost assuredly know who David 
Harness is. The Oakland-based selector has 
been playing soulful deep house and funky 
disco all over the Bay for decades now, and 
he's scheduled to play an all-night, open- 
close set - for free (with RSVP). What's more, 
Mighty’'s hosting an open bar for the first 
hour of the party, so you can properly warm 
up for a night of dancing, free of charge. 
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SAT, JAN 16 
HALF MOON RUN 


ANOTHER PLANET ENTERTAINMENT - APECONCERTS.COM f FACEBOOK.COM/INDEPENDENTSF 


: | DEPENDENT 


WWW.THEINDBEPENDENTSF.COM 


THU, DEC 31) 
NEW YEAR‘S.EVE 


THU, JAN 7 


ejeoleje) ici ae TEXAS 
WHISKEY SHIVERS 


* ERI, JAN 15 


“LANGHORNE SLIM & THE'LAW) 
SAWYER FREDERICKS® , 


THU, JAN 28 
FUTUREBIRDS 


FRI, JAN 29 & SAT, JAN 30 
TWO NIGHTS! 


THE SOUL REBELS 


WED, FEB 3 
BAIO 


FRI, FEB 5 & SAT, FEB 6 
TWO NIGHTS! 


THE MOTET 
SOPHISTAFUNK 


WED, FEB 10 


2ND SHOW ADDED 
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THE KNOCKS 
CARDIKNOX, SOFI TUKKER 


SAT, FEB 13 


LE YOUTH 


SLAPTOP 


TUE, JAN 19 

VANESSA CARLTON 
SKYE STEELE 

WED, JAN 20 


CAR SEAT HEADREST 
THU, JAN 21 

DRAM. 

ABRA 


SAT, JAN 23 


CHICANO BATMAN 


TUUANA PANTHERS, 
THE YOUNG ELDERS 


TUE, JAN 26 
rps alle if THE INDY 
PARTIALLY SEA 


JERMAINE FOWLER 


628 DIVISADERO ST. AT HAYES, SAN FRANCISCO / TICKETS: TICKETFLY.COM & 877.435.9849 
OR AT BOX OFFICE, MONDAY - FRIDAY 11AM - 6PM (10 PM ON SHOW NIGHTS) 
INFO: 415.771.1421 / ALL SHOWS 21+ / GENERAL ADMISSION / VERY LIMITED SEATING 
PAID PARKING LOT : PANHANDLE PARKING ON BAKER BETWEEN FELL & OAK 


= 
@INDYSF o THEINDEPENDENTSF 
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Make-Out Room 


THURS DEC 24 9:30PM FREE 


“GLAM NIGHT” 
DJS MEDIUM RARE & OMAR PEREZ 
70S GLAM, BUBBLEGUM, PROTOPUNK & 
HIGH ENERGY ROCK N’ ROLL! 


FRI DEC 25 6:30PM $10 
THE 5TH ANNUAL... 


IT'S A JEWISH CHRISTMAS, SF! 
FEAT: JEWISH XXXMAS REVUE 
° HANUKKAH BUSH « STRIP DREIDEL 
° CHINESE BUFFET * WOODY ALLEN FILMS 
© GREATEST HITS OF LARRY DAVID AND 
SASCHA BARON COHEN 
DJ ALARM (TLV) + DJ MATT HAZE 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 9:30PM-2AM FREE! 
FRIGO-INT'L DISCOTHEQUE 


CUMBIA, THAI FUNK, SAMBA, AFRO-BEAT, SALSA, 
RAI, ELECTRO-REGGAE, AFRO-FUNK, ASIAN-PSYCH, 
ROCKSTEADY, ITALO-DISCO, DEUTSCHE-WAVE & MORE! 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 


SAT DEC 26 6PM FREE 


DJ CHRIS C€ 


HYPNOTIC, VISCERAL, DEEP-HOUSE GROOVES! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


EL SUPERRITMO! | 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, 
REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN DEC 27 7:30PM $8 


NIVELES 
TBD ¢ SIRENA VICTIMA! 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


ATON R 
ROCK N ROLL AND GLAM FROM THE 50S TO THE 80S! 


MON DEC 28 6:30PM FREE 


DJ CANDY CRUSH HAPPY HOUR 


POWER POP, NEW WAVE, POST PUNK, GLAM, LO-FI! 
FOLLOWING AT 9PM FREE 


420 MINUTES 


LIKE MTVS 120 MINUTES ON DRUGS! 
VJS, DJS, MORE! 
TUES DEC 29 6PM FREE 


D) HOTLINE HAPPY HOUR 


ROCK, BUBBLEGUM, GLAM & MORE... 
FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 
DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WED DEC 30 7PM $8 


BIG WEDNESDAY 
HOSTED BY JEREMY WHEAT 
A COMEDY SHOW WITH SOME VARIETY! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


INT'L FREAKOUT A-GO-GO! 
60S 70S SOUL-FUNK-DISCO-POP-PSYCH 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 

DIS SPECIAL LORD B., BEN BRACKEN & BOBBY GANUSH! 


COME HEAR WHAT'S BLOWING OUR MINDS 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANGE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


THURSDAY; DEGEMBER:24 5-9PM 
OPEN:FOR:- HAPPY HOUR 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER-29,9:PM- $10 
KARLA-LAVEY"S-FIRST<OATANIG CHURCH 
PRESENTS 


[STHeANNUAL 


BLACK:X-MASS 


FEATURING 
FROM HELL: QUINTANNICA, 
THE WASTEDEADS, BITE; FILTHY-VICTORIAN 
BAND, THEREMIN: WIZARD. BARNEY 


SATURDAY, DEGEMBER 26-10 PM = $5 
THIS:AIN'T 
NO DISCO 


“BOD NEWWAVESDANGE PARTY 


WITH-DJS 
SPECIAL LORD: BarsautParty), 
KIRK HARPER (swetréR FUNK), 
TROY COOK diew.wave HooxeRrs) 


SUNDAY, DEGEMBER-27-9. PM 
FREE BEFORE: 9:30,/S6 AFTER 


OUR LAST SUNDAY-NIGHT PARTY 
DUB:MISSION 
MOVES T0-2ND-FRIDAYS-IN 2016! 
DJ: SEP witk-spteinccuests 
ROBERT RANKIN’ & SPLIFFSKANKIN’ 
(MASSIVE:SOUNDSINTL/KPFA/KFJG/KKUP) 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER’ 29110 PM-$5-S10 


THE QUEEN IS: DEAD 
MORRIS See ADEN PARTY 


MARIO. MUSE; JACOB: FURY, 
KONRAD, SHEILA: M; -MELISSERAGOGO 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30, 9PM $5 
LIPS: RAYTHMPRESENTS 


CET: THE FUNK 


OUT MY-FACE 
WiTH Dds, DEVIN-OLIVER, 
ANDERSONGHASE, JESSE SIZMO 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31.9 PM 
$10 ADV / $20 DOOR 


NEW: YEARS EVE-BASH 
HELLA 'SAUCEY 
NYE2016 
QUEER-DANGE-PARTY 


WITH DJS 
ANDRE, -dIBBZ,"EADY:FINGAZ 
AND-SPEGIACPERFORWANGE BY 


KIMT-CUNDIE 
HOSTED-BY-ALMASTHE-DREAMER 


U PCO os0 WS 


FRI 1/1 BASSTOWN 
SAT 1/2-SAT NIGHT. SOUL PARTY 
JUE-1/9 TIMEGHOST 
WED 1/6: BERN BABY BERN 





LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major 
shows and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 







CONCERTS 
THURSDAY 12/24 


Brian Setzer Orchestra: A 17-piece big band 
led by guitar-slinging Stray Cat, celebrates 
the release of new album Rockin’ Rudolph. 
(Silke Tudor), 8 p.m., $49.50-$69.50. War- 
field Theatre, 982 Market, S.F., 345-0900. 

John Garcia Band: 7:30 p.m., $20. Biscuits & 
Blues, 401 Mason, S.F., 292-2583. 

Krazy for Karoake: An annual holiday party 
with Omar Rockriguez promises “cheesy 
music, cheep booze, loose morals, and tacos 
next door.” (Silke Tudor), 9 p.m., Free. The 
Knockout, 3223 Mission, S.F., 550-6994. 


FRIDAY 12/25 
Christmas Gospel: W/ Earl Thomas, 7:30 
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THURSDAY 12/24 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 
441-2922. ‘'Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus 
Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“My So-Called Night,” ‘90s dance party with 
VJs Jorge Terez & Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 621- 
4434. Xcess Thursdays,” w/ resident DJs 
Krazy, Becky Knox, and Frisko Eddy, 9 p.m., 


p.m., $24. Biscuits & Blues, 401 Mason, 
S.F., 292-2583. 


SATURDAY 12/26 


Bulletproof Stockings: 9 p.m., $16. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, S.F., 
885-0750. 

Earl Thomas: 7:30 p.m., $24. Biscuits & Blues, 
401 Mason, S.F., 292-2583. 


SUNDAY 12/27 


Forever Tango: Featuring vocalist Marcela 
Rios and Dancing with the Stars regulars 
Anna Trebunskaya and Dimitry Chaplin. 
(Silke Tudor), 3 p.m., $25-$85. Herbst 
Theatre, 401 Van Ness, S.F., 392-4400. 

Ray Goren: 7 p.m., $20. 


free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703- 
8964. "Class of ‘84,” w/ DJs Damon, Steve 
Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 
9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.), www. 
facebook.com/pages/Thursday-nights-at- 
Cat-Club/191272240888168. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 441-5678. 
“X0,""10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/PartyXO. 
Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 

421-8700. “Trend Thursdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 872- 





Patti Smith & Her 
Band perform 
Tuesday, Dec. 29, at 
The Fillmore. 


TUESDAY 12/29 


Bay City Blues: W/ Chris Cain, and guitarist 
Terry Hiatt, 7:30 p.m., $20. Biscuits & Blues, 
401 Mason, S.F., 292-2583. 

Patti Smith & Her Band: 8 p.m., $39.50 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F., 
346-6000. 


WEDNESDAY 12/30 


Elvin Bishop Band: 7:30 p.m., $40. Biscuits 
& Blues, 401 Mason, S.F., 292-2583. 

Patti Smith & Her Band: 8 p.m., $39.50 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F., 
346-6000. 

Sonny & the Sunsets: W/ Shannon & the 
Clams, 9 p.m., $21 advance. Great American 
Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, S.F., 885-0750. 
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5160. BFF.fm, w/ Drew Smith. Rotating BFF. Music Cafe, 8 p.m. 


fm DJs spin a variety of tunes including indie § Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 








A Very December Evening 





rock, garage, electronic music, and more., 9 cisco, 440-7414. Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 

p.m., Free, bff.fm. dD 
Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 864-2877. BLUES i Hf EL 

“#Homo," 9 p.m., free. Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco, 981-9177. G.G. 
Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. Amos, fourth Thursday of every month, 9 p.m. 

1999," w/ DJ Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free, 

facebook.com/1999sf. COUNTRY 


Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 255-0333. 
I! w/ Stereolad, 9 p.m., $19 advance. 
Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 978-9942. 


“Next Level Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 550- 
8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly country 
dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 


p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


RSVP. 
Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, EXPERIMENTAL 
4-7386. “Bubble,” 10 p.m.., free, f k. 
864-7386. “Bubble,” 10 p.m., free, faceboo The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco, 
L Haightbubble. 
com/LowerHtalghtoubble 255-5971. LSG New Music Series, 8 p.m., $6- 
HIP-HOP $15 sliding scale, outsound.org. NEW. YEAR ay f V/ f 
6 
John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512-7493. GOSPEL 


Groove Theory,” w/ DJ Natural & Lando, Slim's: 333 Tith St., San Francisco, 255-0333. With special Ouest 


10 p.m., free. Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir Ensemble, TH AO a TH E G E f D 0 WN S TAY D OWN 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 7 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 


621-9294. “Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs DeeAn- D E (’ E NM B E PR 5/ - TH E NM A SO N i (’ ita 


droid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, FRIDAY 12/25 TICKETS } LIvenationcon 


and Andre, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 


MUN 
4 


ROCK 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 552- ==) T et E C= 
ACOUSTIC 


7788. 18th Annual Black X-Mass, Presented 
B fe: 5927 California, San Francisco, j } 
azaar Cafe allfornia, saN Francisco by Karla LaVeys First Satanic Church., 9 p.m., Ch] MORE 1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 


peachesladydjcrew. 


831-5620. Acoustic Open Mic with Josh $10, www.satanicchurch.com/content/news. SAN FRANCISCO 

ee ee CELEBRATING 50 YEARS SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 
The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, DANCE —_ a - : . 

615-0916. cRossRhodes, 8 p.m. Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. : 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, ‘‘Manimal,” 9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. ao 4) \ ho 

751-1122. Tipsy House, fourth Thursday of The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 621- | 0 

every month, 9 p.m., free. 4434. Boy Bar,’ 9 p.m., $5, guspresents.com. M ATCH ES 

JAZZ Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703-8964. FINISH TICKET 
: “Dark Shadows,” w/ resident DJs Daniel DECEMBER 27 SOLD OUT! 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, NCO) N | DYN Gam D) ol Ol =f 1/11 >) ol 23) 


Skellington & Melting Girl, fourth Friday of 


400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 
every month, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 


Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931-3600. schon ianaaneiee THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 S ATURDAY, JANUARY 16 
.m.), facebook.com/clubdarkshadows. : a 
Peer RMeny SING RMNva nuns ta) Pe: - Cellar: 685 Sutter. San Fi j 441-5678 BILL BANE ee Ryan Gren nat et Sadie ipa ion enn 
e Cellar: utter, San Francisco, 441- : 
The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, eee siarinesl i BILL GRAHAM’S 85TH BIRTHDAY BASH 4 E G Hl yy TO D D & 
“FT.S.: For the Story,’’ 10 p.m. 
550-866/. Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 
DNA Lounge: 375 lith St., San Francisco, 626- TO D D fe Ty N D G fe iE N TH E M 0 N STE RS 
7:30 p.m., free. MIKE DOUGHTY 
1409. Death Guild X-Mess, Goth holiday relief ee 


Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Fran- 
with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, and Sage. (Silke JANUARY 18 & 19 
cisco, 285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric aide $5 FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $27.00 
udor), 9 p.m., $5. 


. . DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 TY SEGALL g 
: : Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 421- 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 885-8850. 8700. “Flight Fridays,"’10 p.m., $20. J D mM cPHERSO N TH FE M T G re E PR S 


hoa, 7:30 p.m., free. ivi 
Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 


Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 





cisco, 241-0202. “I ¥ the ‘90s." w/ DJs FOLLOW THE FILLMORE f /THEFILLMORE e @FILLMORESF iJ @THEFILLMORE 
INTERNATIONAL 
Samala, Teo, Mr. Grant, & Sonny Phono, 
; 7 CHEAP PETE’S ‘| rare 
Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5, ticketmaster.com Aber eadeie LAGUNITAS, QD cepsi citi LYve nation 
Francisco, 646-0018. Flamenco Fusion World Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. “Advance tickets will still 





www.iheartthe90s.com. be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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Oasis: 298 Tith St., San Francisco, 985-4442. 
“iClub Papi!,”’ fourth Friday of every month, 
10 p.m., $12-$15, clubpapi.com. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco, 825-0338. 
“OMGF," 9:30 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. 
“Club Raven,” Every Friday with DJ Mark 
Andrus. Free before 1lpm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., 
$10, 431-1151, info@ravenbarsf.com, www. 
ravenbarsf.com/. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 626- 
0880. “‘Loaded,” w/ DJs Dugg, C-Pap, Ghost 


Dad, and guests, fourth Friday of every 


42 | DECEMBER 24-30, 2015 | 


ee! ) 
Bas 


ATE WARRIORS 
PARTY 


>A 


‘. Oakland Interfaith 
= wa, Gospel Choir Ensemble 
“performs on Thursday, 

Dec. 24, at Slim's. 


PUBLICWORICS 


NEW YEARS EVE 2016 
“& SIMIAN 


— - 


Brom \'(@) -7/ 8 = 
om >) KY eo r= 


PLUS 


JAY TRIPWIRE 
BRASS TAX 


SUPPER OF SURVIVORS VII 
@ 


ns 


THU ¢ 12/31 


=] W.\e] @eie] i i5- 
MOOD II SWING 


LEE REYNOLDS ° MIKEY LION » DJ SABO 


SOLOMUN WOLF LAMB 


DYNAN Ie NICK MONACO 


THAT BIG 80s PARTY with DJ DAVE PAUL THE LEAKEY FOUNDATION 
NPR’S THE MOTH: STORY SLAM ZERO F*CKS: HOUSE OF BASS 


CHEESEMONGER INVITATIONAL NONSTOP BHANGRA 
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month, 8 p.m., $3. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 978-9942. 
“Future Factory,” 10 p.m., $10-$15. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
864-7386. ‘Studio 3AM,” fourth Friday of 
every month, 10 p.m., facebook.com/3am- 
Devices. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 278-9474. 
“Back & 4th,” w/ resident DJ Jayvi Velasco, 


fourth Friday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512-7493. 
Ath Fridays with DJ Lady Char, fourth Friday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco, 
938-7173. ‘'80s vs. ‘90s," w/ resident DJ 
Mr. E, fourth Friday of every month, 10 p.m., 
$5 before 11 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
615-0916. Ivor Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, San Fran- 
cisco, 437-0100. “Breakfast with Enzo,” w/ 


Enzo Garcia, 10 a.m., $7, www.enzogarcia.com. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 648- 
1047. Quinoa Co-Op, fourth Friday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
586-3733. Chuck Peterson Quintet, fourth 
Friday of every month, 5:30 p.m., $10 sug- 
gested donation per adult. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 397-5397. Charles Unger Experience, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 616-6916. Black Market Jazz 
Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 885-8850. 


Joyce Grant, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970- 
0012. Baxtalo Drom, International shimmying 
for lovers of Balkan music, belly dancers, and 
burlesque., fourth Friday of every month, 9 
p.m., $10-$15, facebook.com/pages/Baxtalo- 
Drom-The-Lucky-Road/509158232438278. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
826-9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





550-8286. “Dance Fridays,” weekly salsa 
& bachata party, 7:30 p.m., facebook.com/ 


DanceSalsaOnfFriday. 


BLUES 


LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco, 701-1300. 
Friday Night Blues, weekly blues dance 
lessons and DJ party, 8 p.m., $11-$15, sun- 
downblues.com/friday-night-blues.html. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco, 441-4099. 
Allister Peera Blues Band, Last Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
7666. Jan Fanucchi, Last Friday of every 
month, 4 p.m. 


BURLESQUE 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 


647-2888. It's a Jewish Christmas, SF!, 
The 5th Annual It’s a Jewish Christmas, SF! 
promises a Jewish XXXMas burlesque show, 
strip dreidel, Hanukkah bush, Chinese buffet, 
Woody Allen films, the greatest hits of Larry 
David and Sacha Baron Cohen, and music 
by DJs Alarm and Matt Haze. (Silke Tudor), 
6:30 p.m., Free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


FUNK 


Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
642-0474. Fourth Fridays Freestyle Fiesta 


with MSK.fm, fourth Friday of every month, 


www.msk.fm. 


SOUL 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
885-4074. “Take a Trip: Old Music for Dance 
People," w/ DJ John Diaz, 10 p.m., free, 


facebook.com/takeatripeveryfriday. 
SATURDAY 12/26 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“Bleaux,” w/ Lindsay Slowhands & DJ Haute 
Toddy, fourth Saturday of every month, 9 p.m. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco, 
626-1409. “Bootie S.F.,"" 9 p.m., $10-$20, 
bootiesf.com. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Fran- 
cisco. “Empire Ballroom," 9 p.m., $20 before 


11 p.m., empireballroomsf.com. 





Indie Rock 


MORRISSEY 


7 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 29, at The Masonic. $59.50-$95; sfmasonic.com. 


Good thing the Masonic doesn’t have a kitchen, because we all know how much our favorite vegan loves to hate on venues 
that serve meat. (In fact, Morrissey is so serious about not performing where burgers and dogs are sold that he has both 
cancelled shows and walked off stages altogether). When the 56-year-old is not busy promoting animal rights, penning 
open letters to Al Gore, or writing novels about cursed relay teams, he’s on the road, and San Francisco is lucky enough to 
be one of the cities he’s gracing with his presence. Concertgoers should be forewarned: You will see a lot of people wearing 
Smiths T-shirts, and you'll be subjected to a lot of anti-slaughterhouse videos. Oh, and you'll also see grown men crying. 


Grown men. Crying. Rae Alexandra 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





THE WARFIELD 
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[BRIAN SEIZER 


DECEMBER 24 
TOWIGHT! ; 


+ BERNER 
GHRISIMA: DJ DADDY KAT 
—™~ TAYLOR GANG 


DECEMBER 27 
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JANUARY1&2._ 
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a ‘27— 
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DECEMBER 29 
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LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUE-SUN ‘til 2AM+...& MON with a Fillmore Show) 


“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 
4PM ‘til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS /S4 DRAFTS/S2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


FRIDAY DEC 25 FREEE Before 9pm 





(Fillmore Nasty Funk) 
& 


SUNDAY DEC 27 FREEE PARTY! 


Freestyle Hip-Hop 


MONDAY DEC 28 $8 ADV 


Feat. Lindsay Beltz, Jason Beltz 


Troy Dye, Steve Hoffman 


August Kube, Drock 
(DEAD AND CO. AFTER PARTY) 


THURSDAY DEC 31 $50 


Direct From New Orleans 


(New Orleans Treme Brass Funk Superstar & 
TROMBONE SHORTY’s cousin on the rise!) 


= 
CELEBRATION INCLUDES: 


*GOING FROM 8PM ‘TIL 3AM* 
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The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 646- 
0999. “Ibiza Day Club,” 2 p.m., ibizadayclub. 
com. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-6994. “Galaxy Radio,” w/ resident DJs 
Smac, Emils, Holly B, and guests, fourth 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/galaxyradiosf. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 703-9751. 
“Bounce!,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Fran- 
cisco, 387-6343. “The Cotton Pony Party: 
A Dance Party for Girls," fourth Saturday 
of every month, 9 p.m., $10, uhaulsf.com. 


pece: 
}eer 
‘eer 


Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 864-2877. 
“Buck Wild,” w/ resident DJ Becky Knox, 
fourth Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $5. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 626- 
0880. “Sadistic Saturdays,” w/ Michael 
Brandon & DJ Guy Ruben, fourth Saturday 
of every month, 10 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 863- 
6623. “Dark Room," Last Saturday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m., facebook.com/DarkRoomSF. 


HIP-HOP 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 920- 
0577. “Perfect Saturdays,’ w/ DJs Beat Thoz 


4 ROOMS - 3 BALLOON DROPS + CHAMPAGNE TOAST 


FREE ‘BEST OF BOOTIE 2015 COs TO FIRST 500 PEOPLE! 


MAIN ROOM: 
BOOTIE SIS RESIDENT Os SPIN THE 
BEST MASHUPS OF THE PAST YEAR 


A PLUS D 
TRIPP 


11PM: BOOTIE'S LIVE MASHUP ROCK BAND 


LOUNGE: 


h 
7 


oss AIRSUN « ENTYME 


SLITTERAZZ# 


SMASH-UP DERBY MEME MAGNETIC MOTRESS SMZAAM, 


REALLY AWESOME MASHUP 
vipeo COUNTDOWN: 


ENTYME 


FEATURING NYE PARTIES FROM AROUND 
THE WORLD MASHED UP IW REAL TIME! 


orcame os JIM G 


JUSJAQUES (Live EDM MC) 
DAZZLE ROOM: 
Ya MamMmMea’s 
BASEMENT 


os MYSTER C « MR, WASHINGTON 


& MoMix, 10 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco, 558- 
8521. Supa Steezy,’’ w/ DJs Lando! & Natural, 
fourth Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 
648-1047. Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith 
Axelrod, Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. 

Exit Theatre: 156 Eddy, San Francisco, 673-3847. 
Songwriter Saturdays, hosted by Melissa Lyn, 
Last Saturday of every month, 8:30 p.m., 


free/donation, songwritersaturdays.com. 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VISIT: 


PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM 


WEDNESDAY 12/30 
» SATURDAY 1/2 


GREG 
PROOPS 


WED: SMARTEST MAN IN THE WORLD 
LIVE PODCAST! 


THU & SAT: STAND-UP! 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 397-5397. Bill ‘““Doc’’ Webster & 
Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 
Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 

cisco, 440-7414. Nora Maki, 6 p.m.; The Robert 


Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 







puncH LINE 


SAN F FRANCISES 


SATURDAY 12/26 


TONY CAMIN 


FROM CONAN AND KIMMEL! 
MONDAY 12/28 - TUESDAY 12/29 


DEAN DELRAY 


FROM WTF & THE JOE ROGAN EXPERIENCE PODCASTS! 
WEDNESDAY 1/6 - THURSDAY 1/7 


KEVIN CAMIA 


FROM COMEDY CENETRAL! 
FRIDAY 1/8 - SUNDAY 1/24 


SF SKETCHFEST 


THE SAN FRANCISCO COMEDY FESTIVAL! 
THURSDAY 1/28 - SUNDAY 1/30 


JESSIMAE PELUSO 


FROM MIV’S GIRL CODE! 


UPSTAIRS AT 444 BATTERY STREET © 18 & OVER © 2 DRINK MINIMUM 


SATURDAY 12/26 - SUNDAY 12/27 


RICHARD LEWIS 


FROM CURB YOUR ENTHUSIASM! 
SUNDAY 12/27 


SLANTED COMEDY 


THE PREMIER ASIAN COMEDY SHOW! 
TUESDAY 12/29 - WEDNESDAY 12/30 


CHAD DANIELS, JACOB SIROF, 
LAURIE KILMARTIN 


SATURDAY 1/2 - SUNDAY 1/3 


JAMIE KENNEDY 


FROM SCREAM & THE JAMIE KENNEDY EXPERIMENT! 
FRIDAY 1/8 - SUNDAY 1/24 


SF SKETCHFEST 


THE SAN FRANCISCO COMEDY FESTIVAL! 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VISIT: 


COBBSCOMEDY.COM 





THURSDAY 12/31 


COMEDY COUNTDOWN 


WITH CHAD DANIELS, LAURIE KILMARTIN, 
DRENNON DAVIS & KAREN KILGARIFF, JACOB SIROF, 
SCOTT CAPURRO, KEVIN AVERY & TONY CAMIN! 


Terry. THU DEC 31 


LOUNGE SPM-AFTERHOURS - BOOTIESE.COM 
$30 EARLY BIRD - $40 ADVANCE « GET TICKETS AT: DHALOUNGE.COM - 21+ 
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915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD) © 18 & OVER © 2 DRINK MINIMUM 


ticketmaster 
Live nation’ 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All tickets are subject to 
applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 
991-1015. ‘Pura,’ 9 p.m., $20, puraclub.com. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 920- 
0577. Tango Brunch, 11 a.m., $10 for tango 
lesson (free dance after 1 p.m.). 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
826-9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco, 392- 
6739. Caffe Trieste Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 282-3325. 
“Mango,” fourth Saturday of every month, 3 
p.m., $8-$10, facebook.com/mangosf. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
647-2888. “El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger 
Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 896-6374. 
“Bollywood Blast,” fourth Saturday of ev- 
ery month, 9 p.m., $10, facebook.com/ 
FuzionEvnts. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Fran- 
cisco, 550-8286. “Club Fuego,” 8 p.m., 
facebook.com/pages/Club-Fuego- 
Space-550/216021538521870. 


REGGAE 


Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco, 362-5125. 
Native Elements, Last Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $10-$15, native-elements. 


com. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
292-2583. Earl Thomas & The Blues Ambas- 
sadors, Last Saturday of every month, 7:30 
& 10 p.m., $24. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
771-5687. Willie G, 8 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
7666. Dave Workman, fourth Saturday of 
every month, 4 p.m.; Ron Hacker, Last Sat- 


urday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


DRAG 


Oasis: 298 11th St., San Francisco, 985-4442. 
Mother: Nightmare After Christmas, A Tim 
Burton drag tribute featuring the Sisters of 
Perpetual Indulgence’s Saint Huggable Kylie 
Minono as special guest co-hostess. (Silke 
Tudor), 10 p.m., $10. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 771-1616. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


SUNDAY 12/27 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“Big Top,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 441-5678. 
“Replay Sundays,” 9 p.m.., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco, 863- 
4027. “Kick It!: ‘80s at 8," w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 552- 
7788. “Dub Mission,” Sunday night excursions 
into the echo-drenched outer realms of dub 
with resident DJ Sep and guests, 9 p.m., $6 
(free before 9:30 p.m.), dubmissionsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 646- 
0999. Sundaze," 1p.m., free before 3 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 857-1192. 
“Stamina,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and 
guests, 10 p.m., free, staminasundays.com. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-6994. “Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/sweaterfunk. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 703-9751. 
“Jock,” Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
563-4180. “Bounce,” 10 p.m., facebook.com/ 
BounceSundays. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 864-2877. 
“Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 626- 
0880. “Studio 84," fourth Sunday of every 
month, 7 p.m., $5. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 863- 
6623. ‘Cognitive Dissonance," fourth Sunday 
of every month, 6:30 p.m., facebook.com/ 


CognitiveDissonancePresents. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 673-8000. “Return of the Cypher,” 
9:30 p.m., free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco, 
503-1670. “Select Sundays,” w/ DJs Lando! 
& Natural, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
615-0916. Traditional Irish Session, 6 p.m. 
The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San 
Francisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 
4 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
751-1122. Seisiun, 9 p.m. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


JAZZ 


Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 649- 
6191. Electric Squeezebox Orchestra, 6 
p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 397-5397. Bill “Doc’’ Webster & 
Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 241-0202. Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., 
free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-866/. Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric 
Tillman, Danny Castro, and Nick Fishman, 7 
p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
826-9287. “Brazil & Beyond," 7 p.m., free. 
EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 282-3325. 
Salsa Sundays, second and fourth Sunday of 

every month, 3 p.m., $8-$10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
642-0474. The Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 
Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, 
San Francisco, 974-0905. The Flamenco 

Room, 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 
Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 552- 


6949. The Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free, facebook. 


com/TheLuxomatics. 


Bimbo 


365 Club® 


1025 COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT, SAN FRANCISCO 
(415) 474-0365 / WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


FRIDAY JAN 22 * $25 ° 21 & UP 


PRIDE & JOY 


FRIDAY JAN 29 ° $22 ° 21 & UP 


FOREVERLAND 


THE JEAN GENIES 
FRI FEB 12 & SAT FEB 13 ° $25 ° 21 & UP 


TAINTED LOVE 


LEF DEPPARD 
FRIDAY FEB 26 ¢ $23 * 21 & UP 


SUPER 
DIAMOND 


THE BUD E. LUV BIG BAND 


FOOD SERVICE AVAILABLE AT ALL SHOWS « 2 DRINK MIN. 
GENERAL ADMISSION. LIMITED SEATING. TIX AVAILABLE AT THE CLUB 
M-F/10AM-4PM. ¢ TICKETS ON-LINE: WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


BIMBO’S IS AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND PRIVATE PARTIES! 415-474-0365 ExT. 18 
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DIRTY 


TEMPLESF. COM 
$40 HOWARD STREET. SAN FRANCISCO 


415-3) 


O/OLIVER 


UPEN 10PM 


| SOUTH. TIHELDENs — 


“3668 | INFOSTEMPLESFE COM 


44™¢M | AGES 21 
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Emperor 


Si *« GE 


FEATURING: PLINY THE ELDER...ALL DAY, EVERYDAY 





Boor f lay I cd 


KITCHEN OPEN MON - ae AT 5:00 PM 


THE REALITY CHECK 
BURLESQUE-MAS 
XXX-MESS PARTY 
AN EVENING WITH 
MY THREE SONS 
(WILL CARROLL OF DEATH ANGEL/ 
OLD GRANDAD AND HIS BROTHERS 
PLAYING ALL THE SONGS YOU LOVE) 
10PM ° $5 


12/27 SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 
$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 


12/26 

COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO ~— POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 


mmm le 


OPEN NOON» 2 AM 


7 DAYS A WEEK 
HAPPY HOUR 
$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 
$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 


M-F 12 NOON» 7 PM 


2 — 12/28 MOJITO MONDAYS 


UPSTAIRS BAR AND beat aes 
AVAILABLE FOR 


11PM TO 2 AM 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


$1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 


12/29 TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED 
510 LARKIN at turk 
the tenderloin 


TUESDAYS 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 
415 $26 8118 
boozeland« 


WITH A CAN OF TECATE 
emperormortons.com 


_— 


12/330 WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT 
ALL NIGHT LONG 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 


%*& MON-THU 4PM-2AM * FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
~% WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 
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gg HURSDAY AND FRIDAY 12/24 812/25 
CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS 


SATURDAY 12/26 
SUPA STEEZY (1)? sop, clue ANTHEMS) 


TUESDAY 12/29 
HAPPY HOUR PRICES ALL NIGHT 


WEDNESDAY 12/30 
LIVE TRIVIA WEDNESDAYS: 


~~ 


MUSIC/COCKTAILS/POOL 


SLATE-SF.COM | RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM | 415.558.852 | 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 


TURE EVENTS 
cal ae IR DRINK SPECIALS 


~—, 
_ or 
CZ) 2 RU SAT5- 9 PM 
eee 
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The Pour House: 1327 Polk, San Francisco, 
440-7662. Blind Lemon Pledge, Last Sunday 
of every month, 7 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
1666. Blues Power, 4 p.m.; The Door Slam- 
mers, fourth Sunday of every month, 9:30 
p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 440-7414. Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 
8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 931-7292. 
Sunday Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free, 


facebook.com/swigjam. 


COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 550- 
8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly country 
dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 


p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 
MONDAY 12/28 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“Opulence,” 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 lith St., San Francisco, 626- 
1409. “Death Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs 
Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 


ZOOT Sim 
SUITS sale 


SALES & RENTALS, 
ACCESSORIES, 
AND MORE!!! 
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p.m., $3-$5, www.deathguild.com. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 282-3325. 
“Latin Lover,’ fourth Monday of every month, 
8 p.m., $5. 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 


com/jam.aspx; The Earl Brothers, fourth 

Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 
Fiddler's Green: 1333 Columbus, San Francisco, 

441-9758. Terry Savastano, 9:30 p.m., free/ 


donation, www.terrysavastano.com. 


Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 
546-6300. Open Mic with Brendan Getzell, 
8 p.m., free. 


cisco, 241-0202. “M.0.M. (Motown on Mon- 
days),"’ w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo 
Gigante, 8 p.m., free, www.motownonmon- 
days.com. Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco, 771- 
Oasis: 298 Tith St., San Francisco, 985-4442. 


“Beat It!: An ‘80s Night,” 8 p.m., free. 


5030. “Acoustic Bistro," 7 p.m., free, www. 
kcturnerpresents.com. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
pe 7666. Peter Lindman, 4 p.m. 
Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970- 
0012. The Pick Bluegrass Jam, fourth Monday 


of every month, 6 p.m., free, www.thepicksf. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 





Realist/Conscious Rap 


PARIS 


9 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 2, at Slim’s. $22-$25; www.slimspresents.com. 
San Francisco rapper Paris has been gifting listeners with politically and so- 
cially conscious rap at least since 1990. After earning a degree in economics 
from UC Davis,the 48-year-old MC dropped the first of his 11 albums, The 
Devil Made Me Do It. His most recent, Pistol Politics, is a double album that ad- 
dresses everything from gun violence and black-on-black crime to the corpo- 
ratization of prisons. Known for his low, gravelly voice and overall energy, 
Paris presents on Pistols a Timbaland-esque production quality that makes 
the music palatable even if the subjects are dense. In a day and age where club 
music dominates the radio waves, it’s nice to know that radical rappers are 
still in the game. Jessie Schiewe 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 
6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 397-5397. Eugene Pliner Quartet 
with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931-3600. 


Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free. 
Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 


cisco, 440-7414. City Jazz Instrumental Jam 


Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 
Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Fran- 
NIGHTLY - ALL Xe] Sei BU] 5) 


= “es 
ri 


TWO SHO 


401 MASON ST. 
PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 1995! 





THUR, DEC. 24TH « Smooth Classic Blues 


CHRISTMAS EVE 
w tHe JOHN GARCIA BAND 


FRI, DEC. 25TH + Gospel Ghristmas Classics 


‘4 
CHRISTMAS GOSPEL 
W/ EARL THOMAS 


- 
SAT, DEC. 26TH A 21tt Cor BM nn an 


EAR THOMAS 


SUN, DEC. 27TH - A Young Blues Prodigy 


BYAN' ETO) 55 


TUES, DEC. 29TH: A Melting Pot of Blues 


BAY Cl 


WED, DEC. 30TH - A Legendary Bluesman 


ELVIN BISHOP BAND 


o 
, ra 
* 


MONARCH 
101 6TH STREET 








31) GO) 5 Olam (ihe) VAC Way x0l oye 





1/8 & 1/9 - JOE KROWN TRIO 
1/10 - JULES LEYHE 


12/31 MR. SIPP 
T/1- 1/3 - MR. SIPP 
NX {e)y\ 


ANDBLUES.COM 


ZX@) VASO) Si c= 1 ©), @ ©) =i ml @i =tml (ho) VA Wael ole) 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


1/12 - CHRIS CAIN + J.C. SMITH 


~~ 


- 


NOISE FROM THE VOID: 


TK DISKO / CONOR / JENO 
MOZHGAN / ANDRE 


iv\ My Au] ife7.\ 


(TOUCH OF CLASS RECORDS) 


R.A.W. AKA 6BLOCC / METHOD ONE 
ROBIN WEBER/ 
NIN SLO AS ADO WAS NIWACO NIN = 


CY 


os 


SOLID GOLD JACUZZI NEW YEARS EVE 2016: 


THUGFUCKER 
NADIA AS en aa AND SI, 
MOZHGAN / BENJAMIN K + MANY MORE 


01.01 01.15 
ORK) 01.22 
01.08 01.23 





TUESDAY-FRIDAY 5:30 - 8:30 
LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 


MONARCHSF.COM 


a @ 


~ 


a” 


Tod Dickow performs 
Monday, Dec. 28, at 
Jazz Bistro at Les 
Joulins. 


a cmeccee 


THURS DEC 31 - SPM 


DIMOND SAINTS 

LUPE FIASCO 

EATS EVERYTHING 
PRINCESS (fF SEH EST 
JESS GLYNN 

JUNIOR BOYS 


VETTAMINESF CON | 415 


S75 RESON | Zle 


cisco, 387-6343. SalsaCrazy Dance Night, 
w/ lessons by Evan Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/ 


four weeks, www.dancesf.com. 
REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 621- 
9294. “Skylarking,” w/ 1&I Vibration, 10 p.m., 


free, facebook.com/ivibesound. 


BLUES 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 920- 
0577. “Bad to the Bone,” blues night with Tom 
Mounsey & guests, Mondays, 7-10 p.m., free. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 673- 


5483. ‘Fried Chicken & Blues,” 6 p.m. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
1666. The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY 12/29 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 
441-2922. “High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Myles 
Cooper, drag performances, more, 10 p.m., 
$5, facebook.com/highfantasy. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“Cock Shot,” 9 p.m., free. 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


BRASS TAX 


MARKY RAY, 
HAUTE MESS 


ADRIAN otapwso 
ENTYME - TRIPP  EvSE ANGELL ot astro poves 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 26 


© bet 


375 ELEVENTH STREET & HARRISON, St 
SPV AFTERHOURS 


*Zie wi IC 
BOUTIESEF COUN 
$15 ADVANCE THE & ONALOUNGE COW 
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THURSDAY , 


DEC 31 
205 


v 


$25 PER PERSON « $40 PER COUPLE 


1 LAP DANCES « MIDNIGHT COUNTDOWN « PARTY FAVORS « GIVEAWA’ 


312 COLUMBUS 415.433.4020 WWW.LITTLEDARLINGSSE.COM 
@SF_LDARLINGS ©! #LITTLEDARLINGSSF 
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DJ Jenna Riot plays 2 
Tuesday, Dec. 29, at Q Bar. ~ 


Cabure Bonguli 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco, 626- 
1409. “Sequence,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., 
$7-$10, sequence-sf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
421-8700. “Startup Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., free 
with RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 284-9774. 
“Soundpieces,” 10 p.m., facebook.com/ 
soundpieces. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 864-2877. 
"Switch," w/ DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., 
free before 10 p.m., facebook.com/switch.sf. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 931-7292. 
“‘BoomSwing Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 
9 p.m., free, mixcloud.com/DJTR. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
864-7386. “Shelter,” 10 p.m., free, www. 


facebook.com/shelter.sf. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. 
“Phat Tuesday,” w/ DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton 


Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 241-0202. The Crow Eaters, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
151-1122. Seisiun, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 
6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 552- 
6949. Smith Dobson, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 397-5397. Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, 
and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931- 
3600. Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet 
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Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 
Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco, 861- 

5048. “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ Stompy 

Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15, tuesdaynightjump.com. 
Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San Francisco, 

525-3485. Hot Club Pacific, 7:30 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
920-0577. ‘Noche Tropical,” Tuesdays, 7-10 
p.m., free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 857-1192. 
“Underground Nomads,” w/ rotating res- 
ident DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, plus 
guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.), 
undergroundnomads.com. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco, 671-8081. “Echale Mas Salsa,” 8 
p.m., free ($10 with salsa lessons), playasf. 
com. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 872- 
5160. “Tropicana Tuesdays,” w/ rotating 
DJs The Whooligan, El Kool Kyle, Mr. Lucky, 
J-Boogie, Ras Rican, and Stepwise, 9 p.m., 


facebook.com/TropicanaNight. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 387-6455. 
“Bless Up,” w/ Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 


p.m., $5, jahwarriorshelter.net. 


BLUES 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
1666. G.G. Amos Duo, 4 p.m. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
647-2888. “Slow Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & 
friends, 9:30 p.m., free, 647-2888. 


WEDNESDAY 12/30 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863- 
4027. ‘Pussy Party,” w/ Sasha, Ms. Jackson, 
and guests, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
pssypartysf. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703-8964. 
“‘Bondage-A-Go-Go," w/ DJ Damon, Tomas 
Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10, facebook. 
com/bondageagogoSF. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco, 
339-8686. “EPR,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., 
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$10-$20, eprlife.com. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 857-1192. 
“Housepitality,” 9 p.m., $5-$10, www. 
housepitalitysf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 421- 
8700. “Spotlight Wednesdays," 10 p.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 703-9751. 
“What?,” 7 p.m., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. 
‘Wayback Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 
8 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 278-9474. 
“EQ Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., free. 


Shee Sartkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS « Happy Hour M-F 12-7pm 
OPEN MON-SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


FRIDAY, 12/25 





eoeceeoeo eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eeeoe 


SUNDAY, 12/27 - 4PM - FREE 


eoeceeo ooo eee ee eee eee eee eee e eee eee enero ee eee eeeoe 


SUNDAY, 1/3 - 4PM - FREE 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 
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TWIN SISTERS TOGI 


PURCHASE SHOW TICKETS AT THE DOOR... $20 PER PERSON - $30 PER COUPLE 


| iy 


ER... LIVE ON STAGE... THURS DEC 31 


529 BROADWAY - 415.397.2596 
Clk} Gls ce(-lseiiael-e 


WWW.GOE-SF.COM 
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(OPEN BAR ALL NIGHT! 


$90 PER PERSON” 
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HIP-HOP 
Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco, 
503-1670. “West Coast Wednesdays,” w/ DJs 
LazyBoy & Mr. Murdock, Last Wednesday of 
every month, 10 p.m., free. 
John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512-7493. 


‘Mixtape Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 751- 


1122. The Toast Inspectors, Last Wednesday 


DRINKS * FOOD + MUSIC 
OPEN MIC EVERY MONDAY FREE AT 8 


SAT 12/26 8PM $20 ADV / $25 DOOR 


E WASHINGTON & THE IRONSIDE 
SUN 2/27 6PM $12 ADV / $14 DOOR 


a | 


TUES 2/29 a $14 ADV / 2 DOOR 


ein e 


ale fee 7PM ut ADV : ko Tia 





WED 6 7PM Msi ADV / $20 DOOR 


Heute 0 


FRI 1/8 8PM $22 ADV / $25 DOOR 
CHUCK PROPHET ano THE Mission express 
SUN 1/10 7PM $20 ADV / $25 DOOR 
DELTA Hen ‘ wT 
(FEATURING MEMBE D asm) 
WITH TAXES 

THURS 1/14 7PM $20 ADV / $05 Lo 
ATASH avaro-nnne worto music From austin, 1 
FRI 1/15 8PM $27 ADV / $30 DOOR 
THE METERS EXPERIENCE Fear. 


LEO NOCENTELLI - cursnistor tHe meters 
WITH sPEcIAL cuest BERNIE WORREL 


- KEYBOARDIST OF PARLIAMENT-FUNKADELIC 
19 CORTE MADERA AVENUE N 
415-388-3850 | SWEETWATERMUSI 





of every month, 9 p.m. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
1666. Zach Brough & Friends, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970- 
0012. Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz Session, 
The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 920- 
0577. “Cat's Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 
6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 552- 
6949. Patrick Wolff, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 397-5397. Charles Unger Experience, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931-3600. 
The Cosmo Alleycats featuring Ms. Emily Wade 
Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric 
Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 616-6916. Ricardo Scales, 


Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
826-9287. “Baobab!,” timba dance party with 
DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 621- 
4434. ‘Latin Lounge,’ Wednesdays, 5-10 p.m. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, 
San Francisco, 671-8081. ‘‘Bachatalicious,” 
7 p.m., $5-$10, playasf.com. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
647-2888. “International Freak Out A Go 
Go," w/ resident DJs Ben Bracken, Bobby 
Ganush, Mark Gergis, and Special Lord B, 


Last Wednesday of every month, 10 p.m.., free. 


BLUES 


The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-866/. Big Bones & Chris Siebert, Every 
other Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.., free. 
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COCK LOCKED 


By Dan Savage 


After spending some years in the doldrums after hav- 
ing kids, my husband and I are now enjoying hot kinky 
sex and the occasional free pass to fuck other people. 
We couldn't be happier. I have a friend who was ex- 
tremely keen for me to cage his cock with the same kind 
of locking male chastity device I got for my husband — 
a fixed-ring stainless-steel type. I have two questions: 
(1) It took some maneuvering to get my husband's 
balls through one by one, followed by his cock, but he 
managed. Is it okay for his balls to swell up tight, get 
cold, and go purple when he’s wearing the cock cage 
and he is aroused? He says it doesn't hurt, and he is 
wearing it only while I peg him — a couple of hours 
tops. I worry that even though he can squeeze into the 
ring, he might be cutting off circulation and doing 
damage. (2) My friend couldn't get his balls and cock 
into the cage. His balls never dropped as a child, so he 
had an operation that pulled them down but fixed 
them in place. Consequently they sit “high and tight” 
and can’t be pulled away from his body. Can you rec- 
ommend a cage that might fit him? He is into total 
submission and orgasm denial, and he wants to expe- 
rience long-term forced chastity and relinquish control 
of his dick to me. (Hot, right?!) If a cage can’t work for 
him, are there other toys/methods I can use to give him 
that sense of surrendered cock and loss of control? 


Bitch Ably Locking Lucky Sluts Up Properly 


1. “The first rule of thumb when it comes to male 
chastity is this: If the balls go blue or cold, take the 
fucking cock cage off!” said Christopher Miers, the 
founder and creative force behind Steelwerks 
(steelwerksextreme.com), purveyors of the world’s 
finest male chastity devices. 

“Tm a firm believer in play safe, stay comfort- 
able, and cause pain or discomfort only when 
it’s asked for and nobody is at risk of long-term 
damage,” said Miers. “So for the sake of their 
marriage and the longevity of their hot kinky sex 
life, BALLSUP needs to get her guy a cage that 
keeps him trapped but still in the realm of safe!” 

A short primer for readers who aren't familiar 
with male chastity devices: Most are anchored 
in place by a ring that goes around the shaft and 
behind the balls. The penis slides into a cylinder 
that attaches to the top of the ring, and the 
cylinder prevents erections and can even punish 
erections. (Some are lined with spikes.) Once the 
chastity device is locked — cheaper ones with a 
wee padlock, custom ones with something more 
artful — there’s no way to remove it (and free 
the cock) without tearing the balls off. 

Back to you, BALLSUP: Miers has been cre- 
ating custom-made, high-quality stainless-steel 
male chastity devices for 15 years — so he’s the 
recognized expert on male chastity devices here, 
not your husband. Listen to Miers and toss the 
device you're using now and get your husband a 
chastity cage that doesn’t turn his balls purple. 
You may have to experiment with some other 
designs and an assortment of cock rings before 
you find the one that locks his cock down with- 
out choking his balls off. 

“T often hear from guys who wear cages made 
with a one-piece, slip-on-style cock ring that it 
allows them to slip in easily and comfortably 
— but a lot of guys can remove these chastity 
devices even when they’re locked,” said Miers. 
“But a cage with a smaller, more secure cock 
ring often results in a cock ring that is too tight, 
especially when the person is using cheaper, 
mass-produced cages. The best chastity devices 
are ones that come with a cock ring that can be 
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opened via a hinge or taken apart — then you 
can get a ring that might be too small to push 
his balls through using the one-ball-after-the- 
other method, but because the ring comes apart, 
getting it on and off is much easier while provid- 
ing the safety and inescapability both parties are 
looking for.” 

2. “I encountered my first client with the 
‘balls not dropping issue’ a few years back, and 
it is a challenge when it comes to chastity,” said 
Miers. “For most of these guys, I encourage a PA 
as a means of anchoring a lightweight chastity 
device.” (A PA, also known as a Prince Albert, in- 
volves poking a bonus hole in the urethra below 
the head of the cock and putting a ring through 
it.) “A PA combined with a chastity device is 
the most durable and secure way to lock a guy’s 
cock up for long-term orgasm denial and forced 
chastity play.” 

But if your friend can handle some pressure 
on his balls, BALLSUP, a traditional style chas- 
tity device with a hinged or two-piece cock ring 
might work. 

“Because his balls sit high and tight, it is 
important that the scrotal gap (the gap between 
the front of the cock ring and the tube opening) 
isn’t too tight, as this could possibly put more 
pressure on his balls,” said Miers. “The last op- 
tion would be a full chastity belt. While some of 
the belts out there are incredibly sexy and com- 
pletely secure, experience and client feedback 
tell me that in the long-term, these are not ideal 
for a guy who wants to be kept in chastity every 
day.” You can follow Christopher Miers on Twit- 
ter @steelwerks. 


I’m a 29-year-old bi female living on the East Coast, 
and I’ve been ina relationship for three months. It’s 
been a few years since I've dated anyone seriously, and 
I'm really enjoying it. We have a good relationship so 
far, and he’s great in a lot of ways, but that’s part of 
the problem. Next summer, he will be moving back to 
his hometown in the Midwest. I just started my dream 
job, so there’s no way I would follow him. I’m uncertain 
about doing the long-distance thing. Since we’re only 
three months into this, should I cut my losses and call 
it quits and move on? Or should I enjoy these next six 
months and let the chips fall where they may, whether 
it’s the end of the relationship or the transition to 
long-distance? 

Impending Expiration Date 


Anything could happen in the next six months. You 
could lose your dream job, this guy could decide not 
to return to his Midwestern hometown after all, or 
you could turn on the news and learn a mega-tsu- 
nami 300 feet high is racing toward the East Coast 
and you have eight hours to get the fuck out before 
your city is washed off the map — and at that point, 
your boyfriend’s hometown in the Midwest might 
not look so bad. (Really! It could happen: youtu.be/ 
Fzm49fUSCPk.) So keep dating this guy because, 
hey, you never know. What you want and where you 
want to be can change radically in six months’ time. 


Since you had the ability to make Santorum what he is 
today (a substance, not a senator), would you promote 
the new meme that Trump = dump? As in “Ihave to 
take a trump” or “just took a major trump — like a 
transatlantic-cable trump.” 

Gross Old Politicians 


I’m Dan Savage and I approve this meme. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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NEW SUN STAR 
MASSAGE 
GRAND OPENING 
$40 
Body Massage | 
thru Dec. ai = 













Open 

10am - 10pm 
Seven Days 
a Week 


2545-A 
NORIEGA ST. 
415-753-9288 





Francisco 





OAM-AIGRM 
266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF 






Full Body Massage 
$50 per hour 


Free Shower 
Free Parking 


1 val VIP Massage 
+ sil Full Body Massage a 


iY ——/ aia @l(-TelamKelelelilelal =a 47 nivisadero St. SF 
415.424.3964 
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Management 


Tables, Showers » 
& Private Rooms: 
Asian Massage 


2068 Mission St. 2nd dor 
415-552-6800 9am-9pm 
b/t 16th/17th nearal 6th St. Bart 


& 


Enjoy yourself! 

The finest CMTs 

& soothing technique 
in our private rooms. 


Body Massage 
Body Scrub p 
Free Sauna | ' ) 





Free Table Shower 
w/ Body Massage Only *45 


415-759-8577 
2450 Taraval St (SF) ‘ ¢ 
Free Parking ay 
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°Pain Relief ® Relaxation 


; *Friendly © Certified 
Shower GRAND OPENING SP ECIAL! | Professional Masseuses 
& Steam 4 Quiet Place with 


Private Room 
Free Steam & Shower 
*Foot Massage 
* Body Massage $39.99 


(MENTION THIS AD) 


10AM 
UNTIL 

_ 
10PM .sc& 


Meet Sarah | a 5 
415'585'2222 « Open 7 days $10 OFF WITH THIS AD 
4565\Miscion St (@ Norton) 415-409-3038 


$45/hr 





ORIENTAL NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER 


You get Exactly,60 minutes Awesome 
Full Body, Massage) Not,45 or.55 
I 4 i, y y » ? @ _ —_ 2 ay I 
I & | 4 
I 


sp dolar Mole] melal(elUl-murelirem Colite : 
Style Hot Oil Shiatsu Massage | 


(VIP Room W/Shower) | 
' NEW! FREE BACK WALK 


2505 Judah St./30th, SF 94122 


415-566-6666 


7 days 10-10 


JADE SPA 


San Francisco 





GAC DbUSKH | 
Cc \ \ 


415-567-8825 


260 KEARNEY ST 
’ IN L . 


$4 9/ HO UR . OPEN (415)345-9793 
& TABLE SHOWER | 7 DAYS 2558 GEARY BLVD 


Please bring or mention this ad | BETWEEN LYON & PRESIDIO AVE 


SE CA 94115 
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NOAA 


HEALTH CENTER 


MASSAGE 


beautiful, friendly Asian 
CS Latina to choose from 
e PRIVATE ROOM 
e PRIVATE SHOWER 


° TABLE SHOWER AVAIL. 


DAILY 9AM-LATE NIGHT ¢ 325 KEARNY ST. SF 
(ENTER THROUGH BLUE TRIM) 


415-788-2299 


415-885-8020 


866 SUTTER ST. 


SAN FRANCISCO 
xk wk * 
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ADULT SERVICES 


Y SWEET & PETITE 
For a Great 
Massage, 
Call Ally 
at 650-630-3815 


TULLE ETC 
** FREE Partyline 24/7** 


*Free 1on1 8-9PM daily* 
415-691-3100, 925-953-1001 or 


WebPHONE on LiveMatch.com 
TEE 
Bi - Black & Masculine 
First Timers Welcome 
Very discreet, friendly & clean. 
Well-endowed, with a Nice 
Round Butt! Incalls/Outcalls. 

Call Cedric (510) 776-5945 


BUSINESS OPPOR 


WANTS TO purchase minerals 
and other oil & gas interests. 
Send details to P.O. Box 13557, 
Denver, CO 80201 


FICTICIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME 


Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Physical Therapy of San 
Francisco, 2410 18th Avenue, 
San Francisco, CA 94116, County 
of San Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

Marc Joseph Rabideau, P.T., 4100 
Fulton St. (12), San Francisco, 

CA 94121 

The business is conducted by: an 
individual 

The registrant commenced 

to transact business under 

the fictitious business name 

or names listed above on 
12/04/2015. 

| declare that all information 

in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 





matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 

is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Marc J. Rabideau 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
December 4, 2015. 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 
a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end 

of five years from the date on 
which it was filed in the office 

of the County Clerk, except, as 
provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change in the 
facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of a registered owner. 
Anew Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
12/10, 12/17, 12/24, 12/31/15 
CNS-2823201# 
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Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Walter J. Transportation & 
Logistics, 50 Grafton Ave., San 
Francisco, CA 94112, County of 
San Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

Walter Malcolm Whitfield Stokes, 
50 Grafton Ave., San Francisco, 
CA 94112 

The business is conducted by: an 
individual 

The registrant commenced to 


A\ll arene lif@ VOICE 





415-288-2800 





FREE 


CALL NOW 


PLEASANTON 


925-750-0000 


OTHER CITIES 


1-877-800-5282 


LAVALIFEVOICE.COM 
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transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on 11/20/15. 
| declare that all information 

in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 

is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Walter M. Whitfield Stokes 
This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
November 23, 2015. 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 
a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end 

of five years from the date on 
which it was filed in the office 

of the County Clerk, except, as 
provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change in the 
facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of a registered owner. 

A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
12/10, 12/17, 12/24, 12/31/15 
CNS-2821924# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
File No. A-0368039-00 





Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Vandasiam Sushi, 1560 Fillmore 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94115, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

Bilguun Baysgalan, 306 Arguello 
Blvd., #6, San Francisco, CA 
94118 

The business is conducted by: an 
individual 

The registrant commenced 

to transact business under 

the fictitious business name 

or names listed above on 
10/14/2015 

| declare that all information 

in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 

17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 

is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Bilguun Baysbalan 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
November 24, 2015 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 
a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end 

of five years from the date on 
which it was filed in the office 
of the County Clerk, except, as 
provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change in the 
facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of a registered owner. 

A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 


authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 


Call Now! FREE TRIAL 


415.288.2999 


TOLL FREE 1 877.839.1110 
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under federal, state, or common 
law (See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
12/17, 12/24, 12/31, 1/7/16 
CNS-2824095# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0368184-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 
The Little Petunia, 27-A Walter 
St., San Francisco, CA 94114, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

Stephanie Hughes, 27-A Walter 
St., San Francisco, CA 94114 

The business is conducted by: an 
individual 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on 9/15 

| declare that all information 

in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 

is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Stephanie Hughes 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
December 4, 2015 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 
a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end 

of five years from the date on 
which it was filed in the office 
of the County Clerk, except, as 
provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change in the 
facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of a registered owner. 
Anew Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
12/17, 12/24, 12/31, 1/7/16 
CNS-2824086# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0368349-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Foster Health Care Consulting, 
950 Duncan St., 104E, San 


Francisco, CA 94131, County of 
San Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

Rebecca L. Foster, 950 Duncan 
St., 104E, San Francisco, CA 
94131 

The business is conducted by: an 
individual 

The registrant commenced 

to transact business under 

the fictitious business name 

or names listed above on 
12/15/2015 

| declare that all information 

in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 

17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 

is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Rebecca L. Foster 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
December 15, 2015 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 
a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end 

of five years from the date on 
which it was filed in the office 
of the County Clerk, except, as 
provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change in the 
facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of a registered owner. 
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
12/24, 12/31, 1/7, 1/14/16 
CNS-2827573# 
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HELP WANTED 





ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, 

DRUG SUBSTANCE 
MANUFACTURING SCIENCES 
Bayer HealthCare LLC’s Berkeley, 
CA, office seeks Assoc. Dir., 

Drug Substance Mfg Sciences 
to oversee all aspects of 
commercial drug substance 
process support activities. Must 
have PhD (or for. equiv.) in 


Chem., Pharma. Science, Pharma. 


Technology, or Chem. Engnrg 
&6 yrs exp. in dvlpmnt or mfg 
position in the pharma. industry. 


Exp. must incl. 3 yrs managing 
commercial support team(s) 
responsible for supporting & 
improving cGMP (current Good 
Mfg Practices) mfg processes 
of post-licensure pharma. 
products. Must know (thru 
academic coursework or exp.): 
dvlpmnt & cGMP mfg of small 
molecules & biologics at both 
active pharma. ingredient & 
drug product stages; Chemistry, 
Mfg & Controls (CMC) strategy; 
raw materials specifications 

& sourcing; formulations 

& freeze-drying; synthetic 
methodology & multi-step 
synthetic chem.; analytical 
chemistry; technology transfer 
leadership (incl. internat’! 

or multi-state knowledge 
transfers, Fit to Facility, equip. 
specification & purchase, 
documentation requirements, 
training & qualification (I/O/ 
PQ)); process & aseptic validation 
strategy; regulatory submission 
preparation; cGMP routine 
compliance-inspections; & 
pre-approval inspections. Apply 
@ https://career.bayer.us. 


Sr. Manager, Product 
Marketing - market co’s product 
portfolio; defn threat protection 
products; dsgn promotions to 
increase prod sales. Reqs exp 
w/ security products portfolio, 
Intrusion Prevention System 
(IPS), Intrusion Detection 
System, (IDS), endpoint/ 
network security solutions, & 
C/C++. Reqs MS in comp sci or 
info sys + lyr exp. Job in San 
Francisco, CA. Email resumes to 
Bay Dynamics, Inc- careers@ 
baydynamics.com 


Software Engineer: KIXEYE, 


Inc. All levels. Software 
engineering for online gaming 
products. Resume to: Kim Pham, 
KIXEYE, 333 Bush St., 19th Flr, 
San Francisco, CA 94104 


Data Engineer: KIXEYE, Inc. All 


levels. Database engineering & 
architecture for online gaming 
products. Resume to: Kim Pham, 
KIXEYE, 333 Bush St., 19th Flr, 
San Francisco, CA 94104 


Engineering Manager: 

GREE Intl., Inc. Responsible 

for managing development 

of social mobile games. 
Resume to: Midori Takeda, 
GREE, 185 Berry St., Ste 590, 
San Francisco, CA 94107 
Software Engineer: GREE 
Intl, Inc. All levels. Responsible 


for s/w dvlpmt for social 
mobile gaming platform. 
Resume to: Midori Takeda, 
GREE, 185 Berry St., Ste 590, 
San Francisco, CA 94107 


THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 
Rockley Road, Houston, 
Texas 77099. Train fora 
new career. *Underwater 
Welder. Commercial Diver. 
*NDT/Weld Inspector. Job 
Placement Assistance. 
Financial Aid avail for those 
who qualify 1.800.321.0298 


MUSIC LESSONS 





Lap Steel Guitar Lessons 





Alexa (415) 410-9042 


PROPERTY FOR SALE 





SHASTA COUNTY 

5.8 acres on gated dirt road, 
pine and oak trees, view, 

flat to hilly land, seasonal 

creek. $9900.00 down, 
$440.44/mo. ($49900.00 cash 
price). ALSO 1 acre paved road, 
Lake Shasta area. OWNER (owc). 
CALL 530-605-8857 


TRAVEL 





SULLIVAN 
PROPERTIES, 
INC. 


West Maui's 
Affordable Condos. 


1,2, 3 Bedroom Rentals 


1-800-332-1238 


www.MauiResorts.com 





PHOTOJOURNALIST INTERNSHIP 


FULL-TIME, SPRING SEMESTER 2016 (JANUARY - JUNE) 


San Francisco Media Co. is looking for energetic and dedicated 
individuals with a creative eye for news photography to fill two 


photojournalist intern positions for the fall. 


REQUIREMENTS: Candidates must have a digital SLR and know the 
basics of Photoshop. Equipment should include: at least one wide 
angle and one zoom lens. 


SALARY: Must be enrolled in 
an accredited school offering 


internship credit. 


APPLY: Email Photo Editor 


Mike Koozmin at 


mkoozmin@sfexaminer.com 
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MARIJUANA DOCTOR 


_ 


ALL PATIENTS WITH THIS OFFER 


ta 


OPEN 7 DAYS 1lam-7pm ¢1884 MARKET ST, SF 94102 


MOM’S BODY SHOP 
TATTOO & PIERCING 


* Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos * 
* Huge Body Jewelry Selection * 

* Open 7 Days a Week * Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight * 
* Fri-Sat: Noon-2am * 


(415)864-6667 www.momsbodyshop.com 


(MEcie=) Grametts Syclihetans 
a 420MD.ORG 
Oekland 
2633 fp aon Ave. #109 
810) 832-5000 
Berkeley 10AM-6PM - 


2565 Telegraph Ave OPEN 7 DAYS: 
§10) 204.9699 
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ID CARD 24/7 SPENDAILY VALIDATED 





_WIN tt 0] © 
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BEST PRICE « BEST SERVICE 








EDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 


1855A Haight St. SF 
INSIDE AMOEBA MUSIC 






(415) 831-1032 [o 
sfgec.com 
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Bay Area/African Hair Braiding: 


256 Taylor St. San Francisco 


laughing | in 


San Francise 
Fri & Sat 10pm7 


| OUR LITTLE THEATRE: 
~287-Ettis St. 
SF, CA 94102 


TICKETS 


10 


INFO: A15 378 4413 
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(ONE WINNER TO BE oe RANDOMLY FROM ALL ENTRIES RECEIVED AT THE END OF THE PROMOTION) 


